
St Alphonsus Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

Thursday May 9th, 2019 

Present: Fr. Aaron Esch, Denna Flemming, Matthew Evrard, Pat Schulz, Barbara Bova, Christine 

Arnold, Pat Kempen, Mary Sue Taft, Barb Toll, Bob Lange, Mike Mellock 

Not Present: Rosie Edwards, Dick Hart, Tommy Hess, Debbie Sievert, Bill Wenninger 

1) Opening Prayer – Fr. Aaron 

2) Approval of March 21st, 2019 Meeting Minutes – Motion to approve minutes as written 

by Barbara Bova and seconded by Pat Kempen.  None opposed, motion passes. 

3) Guest/Visitor Comments – No visitor comments. 

4) Discernment of new Pastoral Council Members – Denna Flemming and Mike Mellock 

were both eligible for a second three-year term.  They both expressed interest in a 

second term.  Motion to approve second terms for them by Matthew Evrard and 

seconded by Barbara Bova.  None opposed, motion passed for their second terms.  With 

Barb Toll and Rosie Edward’s terms ending three candidates volunteered: Mary Binder, 

John Hauerwas, and Linda Witkowski.  Also, with youth rep Tommy Hess’s term ending 

two youth candidates volunteered: Ella Drzadinski and Evan Smazal.  After questions 

and discussions with the new candidates, the option to provisionally increase the size of 

the pastoral council to allow all candidates to be elected was proposed.  A secret ballot 

was held, and the proposal passed unanimously.  Denna Flemming motioned to elect all 

five and Barb Toll seconded.  None opposed, motion passed, and new council members 

were welcomed to the council. 

5) Pastor’s Remarks – Fr. Aaron started by mentioning that it was a great prayerful lent.  

He was pleased with the 6pm daily mass attendance and will do it again next year.  He 

was thankful for all the volunteers at all the Fish Fries.  He also extended his thanks to 

Terry Piontkowski and all the ministers for the beautiful Holy Week.  He also stated that 

someone who had been away from the chruch had attended one of our Easter masses 

and joined the parish.  The parish auction was also a huge success and they were still 

calculating the amount raised by this fundraiser.  The parish also confirmed 66 youth at 

its confirmation mass, and it was a beautiful mass as well.  In addition, the first 

communions have started and will take place over the next couple weeks.  On Saturday 

May 18th Jonathon Schmeckel will be ordained a priest and he will be positioned at St 

Peter in Slinger.  He will also preside over all the masses on May 26th and we will present 

him with a green chasuble as a gift for all his help and service.  There will also be a thank 

you reception for Carol Fischer and Kathy Monacelli for their many years of service.  He 

ended stating that he would be leaving soon to finish his final year of Cannon Law 

Studies. 

6) Financial Council Report – The financial council stated that the budget is looking good 

and has been completed and approved with the addition of the increase in the parish 



tax.  Envelope donations are still a little down.  The Capital Campaign funds received are 

around 3.1 million.  We are going to continue using Associated Bank for our banking 

needs and we received an appraisal from Catholic Financial. 

7) Old Business – The pastoral council discussed their responses from calling new families 

that joined the parish and new families that joined in March and April were given out. 

8) New Business - The Philips family attended the Archdiocese 175th Anniversary on May 

4th, 2019 to represent St Alphonsus.  We were one of 33 parishes there out of the 196 in 

the Archdiocese.  We also had a banner that we will use again in the 4th of July 

Greendale parade.  There was a Deanery meeting and mass attendance and safety 

issues were discussed.  Next year’s pastoral council meeting dates were also passed out.  

9) Committee Updates 

a) School – In March the school committee discussed substitute teachers and 

curriculum.  They also had a meeting that many parents attended.  In April they 

had the school play and science fair.  They also discussed a meeting on May 14th 

for the state of the school.  They have also still been discussing ways to get new 

students of younger families and marketing to them. 

b) Christian Formation – Christian formation has sent a survey to the parents 

regarding class times and what they do at home.  They also stated they had their 

last Sunday school class for K5.  They are also still working with Long Range 

Planning to finalize the filling of the open position. 

c) Liturgy/Worship - Liturgy/Worship extended thanks to all ministers for the 

Lenten and Holy Week services.  They are also working on having lector 

meetings. 

d) Human Concerns – Human Concerns spoke about how they are a mandated 

committee.  They have six members but only three attend meetings.  They are 

evaluating the pluses and minuses of the committee and what is attracting or 

hampering members. 

e) Stewardship/Endowment - None 

f) Vocations - None 

g) Long Range Planning – The long range planning committee had finalized the job 

position for Christian Formation.  They have completed the recruiting and 

interviews for the position and have found a candidate.  They are currently 

finalizing the offer for the candidate. 

h) Benefit Auction - None 

i) Respect Life – Over 30 babies were saved from abortion during the 40 Days for Life 

campaign.  On the final day of the campaign, 56 people came to pray along with 

Archbishop Listecki.  Proceeds from the Mother's Day Rose Sale benefit Wisconsin Right 

to Life.  The Respect Life Committee is grateful to the Knights of Columbus for donating 

$150 to our committee to support pro-life work.  St. Matthias, will host a movie night to 

show the movie "For Greater Glory," Friday, May 24th at 6:30 PM. 

10) Closing Prayer – Fr. Aaron 


