
St Alphonsus Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

Thursday March 21st, 2019 

Present: Fr. Aaron Esch, Denna Flemming, Rosie Edwards, Matthew Evrard, Bill Wenninger, Pat 

Schulz, Mary Sue Taft, Bob Lange, Tommy Hess, Dick Hart, Barbara Bova, Barbara Toll 

Not Present: Chris Arnold, Mike Mellock, Debbie Sievert, Pat Kempen 

1) Opening Prayer – Fr. Aaron 

2) Approval of February 7th, 2019 Meeting Minutes – After review, minor amendments 

were made.  Then a motion to approve was made by Barbara Bova with changes.  

Seconded by Rosie Edwards, none opposed, motion passes. 

3) Guest/Visitor Comments – No visitor comments. 

4) Pastor’s Remarks – Fr. Aaron started by stating that it is a good time of year.  The focus 

is on Lenten preparation.  He has been seeing a good turnout at the Tuesday evening 

daily masses and may think about making it a year-round observance.  He mentioned 

that on April 10th from 8:00AM to 8:00PM at St Marys there will be open reconciliation 

with multiple priests available to hear confessions.  He mentioned that they were 

finalizing reservations for the parish wine tasting event on March 30th.  He concluded by 

speaking about the parish mission.  A lot of the feedback from the event was positive all 

around.  There were about 400+ attendees for each of the three days.  It was mainly 

organized by Terry Piontkowski and Sister Eileen.  Having it at the start of Lent was a 

good time to do it from his feedback as well. 

5) Financial Council Report – The financial council had its meetings with the committees in 

February.  Budgets for the committees have been drafted.  The second appeal to the 

parish tax was also denied.  They have come up with four options for the budget with 

this increase and will be deciding which to use shortly.  They also had a capitol campaign 

update and the mortgage will be retired by the end of the year.  They will have a final 

update for the parish in Summer. 

6) Old Business – The pastoral council discussed their responses from calling new families 

that joined the parish and new families that joined in February were given out.  The next 

topic discussed was the replacement of Tommy Hess, Barb Toll, and Rosie Edwards as 

their terms for serving on the council are up this year so they will need to be replaced.  

Leadership nomination forms were given out as well as a timeline for nomination and 

training.  The latter two items were prepared by Sr Eileen. 

7) New Business – The auction item was discussed and in years past the council has put 

together a liquor basket and it was agreed that we would do the same this year.  Fr. 

Aaron spoke about the fall council/staff day.  The scheduled date is going to be 

September 21st, 2019 and the full staff, pastoral council, financial council, and all the 

committees will be invited to this event.  The feast on the blacktop was also brought up.  



It will be the first weekend in August.  It will be three days and two of the main events 

are going to be a pasta dinner on Saturday and a pancake breakfast on Sunday. 

8) Roundtable Discussion – Chapters 16-18 of “Prayer for Beginners” were discussed and 

good feedback was given.  Fr.  Aaron also asked for opinions on possible book choices 

for next year. 

9) Committee Updates 

a) School – The school committee discussed the results of Catholic School’s Week.  

Also, again due to poor weather the open house was moved to 3-5.  They also 

discussed events during Catholic School’s Week: living rosary and the school 

went to a movie.  They are also looking for ways to target younger families via 

social media.  Finally, the mentioned that the eighth-grade girls won the Padre 

Serra tournament. 

b) Christian Formation – Christian Formation is still working with Long Range 

Planning.  They have established a timeline for filling the new position and 

currently has six applicants.  They are setting up interviews for the position.  

They are also working on recognition for Kathy Monacelli and Carol Fischer.  

They are also still working on a feedback survey for the program to help with 

planning for the future.  

c) Liturgy/Worship - Liturgy/Worship is continuing discussion about youth at mass.  

This involves both bringing families into the church and rolls for parents and 

children at mass.  They also reviewed advent and Christmas.  They discussed the 

ministry fair and how they got multiple volunteers.  They also touched on the 

youth choir party, a lector meeting and a ministry day.  They also discussed the 

Rebuilt initiative. 

d) Human Concerns – Human Concerns discussed the care for creation report.  

They also discussed the Haitian water purification project and reviewed some of 

its materials.  How to educate people to noticing the signs of human trafficking 

was also brought up. 

e) Stewardship/Endowment - No update since the last meeting. 

f) Vocations – Vocations are saying rosaries in the chapel. 

g) Long Range Planning – See Christian Formation above. 

h) Benefit Auction – Lots of items have been collected so far for the Auction.  They 

are starting to get the decorations for the event.  They have a good amount of 

reservations but would still like more. 

i) Respect Life – Fr. Aaron and Fr. Britto joined the committee on March 18th to 

pray at an abortion facility on Farwell Ave.  Members also attended a pancake 

breakfast who’s proceeds support pregnancy help centers.  Also, the movie 

Unplanned, the story of a planned parenthood facility director who converted to 

prolife causes after witnessing an abortion will open on March 29th 

10) Closing Prayer – Fr. Aaron 


