
St Alphonsus Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

Thursday February 7th, 2019 

Present: Fr. Aaron Esch, Denna Flemming, Rosie Edwards, Matthew Evrard, Dick Hart, Pat 

Schulz, Mary Sue Taft, Bob Lange, Mike Mellock, Pat Kempen, Barbara Bova, Debbie Sievert, Bill 

Wenninger, Barbara Toll, Tommy Hess 

Not Present: Christine Arnold 

1) Opening Prayer – Fr. Aaron 

2) Approval of January 10th, 2019 Meeting Minutes – After review, minor amendments 

were made.  Then a motion to approve was made by Barbara Toll with changes.  

Seconded by Pat Kempen, none opposed, motion passes. 

3) Guest/Visitor Comments – No visitor comments.   

4) Pastor’s Remarks – Fr. Aaron started by mentioning that next week would be a pastoral 

staff retreat and that it would be the first in four years.  He stated that this will be a 

good time for the staff to step away from work and spend time in prayer.  He spoke 

more about his pastoral initiative he would like to implement: Evangelization of Beauty.  

He has three volunteers so far Terry Piontkowski for music, Laurie Pledil for arts, and Ed 

Block for literature.  He spoke about the parish mission that will happen on March 10th, 

11th, and 12th featuring Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero and his presentation “The Last Seven Words 

of Jesus”.  He mentioned the upcoming 175th anniversary of the archdiocese on May 4th, 

2019.  The archdiocese is letting each parish make a banner for the mass.  Fr. Aaron and 

the council discussed the possibility of letting the students of St Alphonsus create the 

banner.  He ended by mentioning the parish wine tasting event on March 30th and the 

6:00pm daily masses on Tuesday during lent. 

5) Financial Council Report – The financial council has been working on the budgets for the 

committees.  They brought in the budget worksheet and the pastoral council reviewed it 

and updated some line items.  It was also brought up that there will be no common 

meeting night in February as the standing committees will be proposing their budgets to 

the financial council. 

6) Old Business – The pastoral council discussed their responses from calling new families 

that joined the parish and mentioned trying to meet new families if they were 

interested.  New families for the month of January were given out.  The ministry fair was 

well attended, and two people showed interest in joining the pastoral council.  For next 

year’s fair we will try to get updated photos for our display.  The Parish Councils 

Congress was a busy event with about 175 parishes in attendance.  The chairpersons for 

the pastoral council and finance council and trustees were in attendance for the 

parishes and they had discussions and meetings and voted on the new norms.  The 

results of the voting will take effect July 1st.  Most of the information and suggestions 



presented were already implemented by St Alphonsus Parish.  Also, a lot of the norms 

that were voted on had a focus on smaller parishes. 

7) New Business – Openings for next year were discussed.   Barb Toll has completed her six 

years and Denna Flemming, Mike Mellock, and Rosie Edwards have completed their 

three.  The appeal for the parish assessment exemption was denied so the next step is 

to send a second appeal directly to Archbishop Jerome Listecki.  

8) Roundtable Discussion – Chapters 12-15 of “Prayer for Beginners” were discussed and a 

question was posed.  How do we forgive?  Good feedback was given and chapters 16-18 

were set to discuss next month. 

9) Committee Updates 

a) School – The school committee has been working on plans for Catholic School’s 

Week.  Also, due to the poor weather on January 29th they have had to 

reschedule the open house.  They also discussed the plans for the ministry fair.  

In addition, they started talking about committee positions.  

b) Christian Formation – Christian Formation is working with Long Range Planning 

and has finalized the job description for the new position.  They are now working 

to set a timeline to fill the position.  Christian Formation is also still working on a 

possible survey for the program. 

c) Liturgy/Worship - Liturgy/Worship has been discussing youth at mass and 

getting them involved.  They have also been working on the plans for Lent, 

including building a tomb for the gathering space.  In addition, they have been 

preparing for the parish mission.  Finally, they discussed their plans for the 

ministry fair. 

d) Human Concerns – Sr Eileen was a guest at the Human Concerns meeting and 

spoke about the collection calendar.  She also gave an update on the giving tree 

that we received around 1500 gifts.  Human Concerns then discussed their plans 

for the ministry fair.  Next, they spoke about the Haitian Project.  They also 

received e-mails regarding an archdiocese human concerns summit and an 

update from the care for creation council.  

e) Stewardship/Endowment - Stewardship/Endowment is working replacing the 

welcome packet with a quick easy read postcard.  The postcard can include mass 

times and current parish events and can be updated more frequently than a 

larger packet. 

f) Vocations – Vocations will be saying rosaries for vocations during lent. 

g) Long Range Planning – See Christian Formation above. 

h) Benefit Auction – The mailers for the benefit auction have been sent out. 

i) Respect Life – The next 40 days for life campaign will run from March 6th to April 

14th. They are also having a rally on Tuesday March 19th at 3:00 at Affiliated 

Medical Services.  Finally, the March for Life attendance was up to 8000 from 

6000 last year.   

10) Closing Prayer – Fr. Aaron 


