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He came among us
as a man to lead
mankind from darkness into the light
of faith. Through
Adam’s fall we
were born as slaves
of sin, but now
through baptism in
Christ we are
reborn as your
adopted children.

The Man Born Blind
Fourth Sunday Of Lent • March 22, 2020
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F r o m

T h e

Dear Faithful of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee,

Praised be Jesus Christ!
We continue to be mindful of the latest recommendations from our
health departments and the CDC. With the latest directive from CDC
asking that public gatherings be limited to no more than 50 people, I am
providing you the latest directives with regard to the celebration of
Mass and other sacraments.
Effective Wednesday, March 18, I am suspending the public celebration of Masses throughout the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, through Friday, April 3. This includes weekday and Sunday Masses. I ask that
priests still celebrate Mass in their parishes, without an assembly, including the Sunday “pro populo” Masses as required by canon law.
This is a big decision, and I don’t make it lightly. As Catholics, the Eucharist is the source and summit of our lives. In times of public crisis,
people naturally turn to the Church for spiritual direction, and we need
to continue to do whatever we can to support people through prayer.
However, taking precautionary measures is a prudent course of action. I would ask that, where possible, our churches remain open for
private prayer and that our people reserve some part of their day for
private prayer or devotions.
Liturgy for weddings, funerals and baptisms should still be celebrated,
but you should work with families to try and limit attendance at these
events. Communal reconciliation services should be canceled and
confessions should be limited to individual confession. The 12 hours of
Reconciliation across the archdiocese on April 1, will continue as
scheduled. For those in RCIA, the archbishop has dispensed individuals from the scrutinies.
All non-essential parish gatherings should be postponed, including fish
fries. Schools are discontinuing face-to-face instruction this week and
Religious Education programs should also stop for the time being. All of
these measures will be re-evaluated on April 1, with additional communication at that time.
The Chrism Mass scheduled for Tuesday, April 7, will not be celebrated
publicly. I will celebrate the Mass with our auxiliary bishops and livestream it. The oils will be blessed and consecrated, and information will
be shared with you later about how we will get the oils to parishes.

A r c h b i s h o p

Economically, we know CoVID19/coronavirus will have a negative
impact on our parishes and schools. Our development office will be
reaching out to parishes with assistance with on-line giving and other
strategies. To help parishes with cash flow, payments for parish assessments, pension contributions and the participant indemnity plan,
can be delayed until July 1, 2020. Those parishes/schools in the St.
Raphael Health Plan, will receive a “premium holiday” for the month of
April. These are small measures, but hopefully, they will provide some
relief.
In addition, I am implementing a work-from-home plan for our archdiocesan offices/staff. We will be limiting the number of people at the Mary
Mother of the Church Pastoral Center. Staff will work remotely in their
day-to-day responsibilities to serve you.
Two Sunday Masses at the Cathedral will still be celebrated but without
an assembly. The 9:00 a.m. Mass is available on Radio 920 AM,
WOLF, and the 11:00 a.m. Mass is live-streamed on the Cathedral
website. Other TV Masses are available on WVTV, My24 at 7:00 a.m.
and 9:00 a.m., and on WITI Fox 6, at 5:30 a.m.
Lastly, let us hold each other in prayer during this time of concern, asking Mary Help of Christians to intercede on our behalf. Together we can
pray this Spiritual Act of Communion.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to
You. Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
With the assurance of prayers, I am,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki
Archbishop of Milwaukee

Stewardship: Time, Talent & Treasure
From The Temporary Administrator

Parish Giving Results
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:
July 1, 2019 through March 16, 2020 *
This Past Weekend’s Contributions
This Month’s Contributions (to date)
Last Year Same Month Contributions
(to date)
Budgeted Amount for March
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$ 10,718
$ 52,383
$ 66,630
$ 125,311

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm.
The Outreach Collection for Fr. Carr’s Place 2B is
$349.16. Thank you for your generosity.

Bonjour
Have your vacation plans
been cancelled? If so, join
us as we stroll the streets of
Paris at the 21st annual St.
Alphonsus Parish Auction
“Springtime in Paris” on
Friday, April 24, at Boerner
Botanical Gardens. Early
bird registration ends
March 23. You can register online at
http://aesbid.com/ELP/STALS20 or through
the link on the parish website or by sending
your registration to the Parish Office.
Donations are needed! Please consider donating (new items only) tools, technology
items, liquor, home items, sporting equipment, fun group classes and parties, adventure events or gifts for the cook. Gift cards
(any denomination) and bottles of wine are
also great donations! Donations can be
dropped off at the Parish Office or at the Auction table (when Mass resumes). If you need
a pick-up, please call Doris Jome at 414-5294739 or Sue Ruedinger at 414-731-0537.
Feeling lucky? Raffle tickets are in the church
pews, at the Parish Office and at the Auction
table. Please pick up your packet! The raffle
is important to the success of the Auction and
is a great way to participate if you can’t attend
the Auction. Merci beaucoup!

Please Note:
Trivia Night Is Rescheduled!
Mark your calendars for the
May 29 and May 30!

“I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ”.
Philemon 1:6
As we are all aware, the global spread of the coronavirus has become a crucial topic of discussion
and concern for many of us. While this threat has impacted the life of people across the world, we
cannot allow it to change who we are. Let us continue to be witnesses of hope, encouragement,
generosity, patience and prayer. This is who we are at St Al’s.
Even though the Masses have been suspended throughout the Archdiocese of Milwaukee (please
read Archbishop’s letter in this bulletin) from Wednesday, March 18 through Friday, April 3, we will
not despair. We are all facing a “very real” Lent. This is not a time to panic but to support one another, offer encouragement and to quell each other’s fears. During our time at home, let’s take time
to sit quietly with God, to meditate and pray; that we may hear His voice, accept His peace and live
closer to Him and one another in Spirit.
As of Monday, March 16, the following changes have been made for St Alphonsus Congregation:
Masses have been suspended from Wednesday, March 18, through Friday, April 3.
School has been closed from Monday, March 16, through Friday, April 3.
Christian Formation Classes have been canceled from Sunday, March 15 through Friday, April 3.
Fish Fry has been canceled for the rest of the season.
Stations of the Cross have been canceled for the rest of the lent.
Eucharistic Adoration has been canceled Thursday, March 19, through Thursday, April 2.
Committees and small Groups – planned, however, please use your own judgement and contact
the parish office to get the direction based on the Government and Church guidance.
The parish office will remain open as scheduled. The staff at St. Al’s is committed to meet the
needs of our parishioners.
It goes without saying, that the coronavirus epidemic has had a negative impact financially on our
parish. As Mass attendance has been affected, contributions have significantly dropped. Saint Al’s
is dependent on your financial support to effectively operate on a day to day basis. We appreciate
and encourage you to continue to financially support St. Al’s during this time. Please feel free to
contact the parish office if you have any questions and concerns.
St. Corona, pray for us!
(St. Corona is considered one of the patron saints of pandemics. Saint Corona is especially venerated in Austria and Bavaria as the Patron Saint against epidemics. Her feast day is May 14).

-Fr. Britto Suresh
Laudato Si - "Praise Be To You," From The
Care For Creation Committee
Pope Francis encyclical letter continues to challenge us. "Replace consumption with sacrifice, greed with generosity, wastefulness with a spirit of sharing."
Each month, we will offer "One Simple Act" suggestions to incorporate in our
daily lives. Two weeks of doing something can make it a habit.
From Pope Francis encyclical letter: "Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it were, a caress
of God."
ONE SIMPLE ACT
CUT DOWN YOUR CONSUMPTION OF ANIMAL PRODUCTS!
Animal products, such as meat and dairy are highly water intensive to produce. On average,
a vegan indirectly consumes nearly 600 gallons of water less per day than a person who eats
the typical American diet. Cutting back on meat even a few meals a week can add up to huge
water savings.
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P a s t o r a l

S h a r i n g ' s

Please Note The New Capital Improvement Envelope

In your envelope packet, you will find a new envelope named Capital improvement Fund. This envelope replaces the original pink Building & Grounds Maintenance envelope, and can be used to provide restricted donations for capital improvements and updates to our
aging facilities. The new envelope might be white or pink (eventually, they should always be pink), but is marked with a picture of tools
surrounding a cross.

Please continue to use the blue Capital Campaign envelope to complete any pledge made to the Campaign. We have retired the debt,
built the new Parish House, created a multi-purpose room in the School, and renovated 4 of the 10 School bathrooms. Additional funds
received toward the Capital Campaign will be used to update and repair the remaining 6 School bathrooms.
Thank you for your generosity!

-Kathy Jaeckels
Director of Finance

I m p o r t a n t
Girl Scout Cookie Sale
CANCELED
The Girl Scout Cookie sale
scheduled for this weekend
after all Masses has been
canceled. Look for the sale to
take place another weekend
(undetermined at this time).

Book Sale Donations Requested!
The St. Alphonsus Home and
School Association will be holding a new and gently-used book
sale in early May. We are currently asking families to donate
their books to help support this
fundraiser. Books can be dropped off in the box
outside the Main Office or near the school entry
from church. Donations will be taken until Tuesday, April 21, and the sale will run after Masses
the weekend of May 1-3, 2020.
If you have any questions, contact Kelty Chelius
at kchelius711@gmail.com or 460-2928.

N o t e s

From The Director Of Liturgy And Music
Dear Saint Alphonsus Family,
During this time, because of the Coronavirus, all parish choirs are being suspended from singing
at Mass and rehearsals. This includes funerals. We don’t have any idea when rehearsals will
resume, therefore we are not sure what we can offer to our Holy Week, Triduum, and Easter
services. The Youth Choir was suspended for the rest of the season. Lector rehearsals are cancelled during this time as well.
We will do our very best to prepare for the upcoming Holy Week services if and when time allows. Know we are all praying for you and each other and hold you close to our hearts.
The Music Ministry is already missing each other, but they all feel we made the right decision.
We ask you to pray for all the last minute decisions and preparations that will take place over the
next weeks.
Blessings to all.

-Terry

Pray, Reconcile And Rejoice:
12 Hours Of Reconciliation—8:00 am-8:00 pm; Wednesday, April 1, at St. Mary-Hales Corners. (Priests from St. Alphonsus, St. John the Evangelist, St. Martin of Tours, and St. Mary
-Hales Corners, among others, will be available to hear confessions).

Faith and Beauty
The Parish Art and Text Show scheduled to take place March 29-April 5, in the Community Room has been postponed to a later date.

F o c u s
Readings for the week of March 22, 2020
Sunday:

1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a,
3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41
or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
Monday:
Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 1112a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday:
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn
5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9,
10, 11 [8a and 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk
1:26-38
Thursday:
Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23
[4a]/Jn 5:31-47
Friday:
Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20,
21 and 23 [19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday:
Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12
[2a]/Jn 7:40-53
Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 78 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:37, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

Observances for the week of March 22,
2020
4th Sunday of Lent
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
The Annunciation of the Lord

5th Sunday of Lent

t h e

W o r d
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Fourth Sunday Of Lent

Scripture Readings

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

o n

©LPi

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus wants to motivate each
one of us to see the truth. After developing a relationship with Jesus, the blind
man “sees” as someone very special. The Pharisees, due to the blindness
caused by their ignorance, prejudice, and need for self-preservation, still remain
blind. Presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and our needs can easily blind
us to truth. We see what we want or need to see and not what is really there. In addition, our
stubbornness continues to convince us that we are right and that our vision is perfect. Only God
can complete the picture.
Look around at our world. So much of what is happening today is due to the reluctance
of folks to allow themselves to be stretched and brought to see what is really there. Many react to
what life presents to them more with the lenses of ignorance than lenses of clarity. The Gospel
carries great transformative value. With it, God corrects our vision and replaces our limited sight
with the fullness of his sight. God opens our eyes so that we can see that it is not about preserving what we have created but of living in the immensity and wonder of God’s kingdom.
Through a simple, loving relationship with God, we can break through the tethers of
prejudice, eradicate fear, dispel the darkness of hatred and sin, discover freedom, live in peace,
work for justice, be effective stewards of creation, assist the migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard our economic systems and policies so that they truly serve all of God’s children. What we
see is often an artificial lie. Our truth is much bigger than what our limited sight believes it to be.
Allow God to work in and through you. Do not be afraid. Be open and be humble enough to know
that you need help. Many human beings are living with severe cataracts that produce sight that is
at best blurred. Are you one of them?
©LPi

Question Of The Week
Theme: We are children of the Light.
Question for Youth: Jesus helped a blind man see—and he helps each of us see the world differently. How do you see differently because you believe?
Question for Adults: Share how you, as a child of the light, in the power of Christ, produce
goodness, justice, and truth for the world. What specific actions do you take to do this?

W h a t ’ s

H a p p e n i n g

Regretfully, The Shroud of Turin, scheduled for Tuesday,
March 24, 7:00-8:30 p.m., with Bill Kelly needs to be cancelled.
We are also cancelling “Icon Spirituality” for Tuesday, March
31, with Jim Gill.
These cancellations are due to Coronavirus precautions and group size recommendations. We plan to reschedule both programs at a later date. Thank you for your understanding!
-Sr. Eileen Kazmierowicz

St. Alphonsus Fish Fry - Cancelled
Due to the unexpected health concerns our communities are facing, the St.
Alphonsus fish fry has been cancelled. This is for the foreseeable future to do
our part to help slow the spread of the coronavirus. This is really unexpected,
but is the right thing to do for all of us. We'll keep everyone posted of any
changes.
Our greatest gratitude to everyone who has helped and/or stopped in for
dinner during the first two fish fries. We served almost 1,000 people.
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us: Mandy Sowa, 414-975-4693,
or mandy1212.sowa@gmail.com; Michelle Waddle, 414-517-8684, or mlwaddle@gmail.com.
Our prayers to everyone.
-Mandy Sowa & Michelle Waddle

Have you considered
taxes that may be
owed on your estate? Estate planning
can help you better
provide for your loved ones and determine any
tax ramifications. You can also consider gifting
a portion of your estate to St. Alphonsus Parish. Find out how at our Planned Giving Workshop, originally scheduled for May 7, now to
be postponed until the fall, 2020.

Church Safety
Saint Al's is forming a Safety Team for our
Parish. Our goal is to provide both medical
and safety coverage at each Mass.
We need volunteers that will be trained observers of our immediate church area. Also
welcome are physicians, nurses, law enforcement, fire fighters, military, EMT's... active or
retired.
For more information or helpful suggestions,
please call/text Ken Edwards, 414-234-9290
or ken33edwards@gmail.com.
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St. Alphonsus Directory and Calendars

Contacts
Church Building
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442
Pastor, Rev. Aaron Esch………………………… fraaron@st-alphonsus.org
Associate Pastor, Rev. Britto Suresh…….. .brittosuresh@st-alphonsus.org
eileen@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz…………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org
School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org
Permanent Deacon, Ted Gurzynski……….theodore.gurzynski@gmail.com
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com
Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Denna Flemming…………………..430-1482
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400
Prayer Network
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks:
St. Patrick (Holly)………………………………………………………282-0485
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests.
Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint?

Eucharistic Celebrations
Weekend……...Saturday 8:00 am 4:30 pm; Sunday 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am
Weekday…………………………………………………………..See schedule

ALL MASSES AND DEVOTIONS
HAVE BEEN CANCELED
THROUGH APRIL 3, 2020
ALL MASS INTENTIONS HAVE
BEEN RESCHEDULED
This Week
Monday, March 23, 2020
7:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeting (2nd & 4th Monday)
7:30 pm AA Reality Support Group
Tuesday, March 24, 2020
9:30 am Small Faith Group
7:00 pm Recovery (Mental Health Support Group)
Wednesday March 25, 2020
9:30 am Small Faith Group
7:00 pm Small Faith Group
Thursday, March 26, 2020
9:00 am Small Faith Group
1:00 pm Scripture Study

Look for future bulletin updates for specific food items to bring. If you
have any questions, please contact the Food Pantry at 414-514-4400.
Thank you for your support of the Food Pantry.
Food Pantry Collection Dates for 2020: April 25 & 26; May 30 & 31; June
20 & 21; July 25 & 26; August 22 & 23; September 26 & 27; October 24 &
25; November 28 & 29; and December 26 & 27.

Saturday 8:30 am 3:30 pm or anytime by appointment.

Joining our parish community can be easily done at the Parish Ministry Center, Mondays through Thursdays from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., or Fridays from
8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. You can also register online at www.st-alphonsus.org.

PMC/P-104
PMC/P-104

For this next collection, March 29, we ask you to please include canned
fruit, spaghetti sauce, cereal, and mac-n-cheese for the Food Pantry.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

New Membership

PMC/P-101
PMC/P-101

The food pantry collection will still take place on Sunday, March 29, from
11:00 a.m.-12 noon. There will be 3 carts outside the parish house
building (the pantry itself, not the church building) so that parishioners
can drive up and drop off food donations there. Thank you for your generosity and understanding!

For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442.

Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed

PMC/P-101
PMC/P-103

Attention: Food Pantry Collection For
March 28/29

Sacrament of Baptism

Anointing of the Sick

PMC/P-104
PMC/P-101

Advertiser of the Week
Jerry David
MBA, CLU, CFP, AEP, CPWA
Prescient Financial Solutions
Pfs.nm.com
Northwestern Mutual

Tear Along Perforated Line

