ST.

Welcome to

6060 WEST LOOMIS ROAD • GREENDALE, WI 53129
414-421-2442 • www.st-alphonsus.org

Epiphany of the Lord
The song "We Three

Kings" details the gifts of the
Magi, but do you know what
you're singing? "Born a king

on Bethlehem's plain, gold I
bring to crown Him again."
This one is the most
straightforward - gold symbolizes the Kingship of
Christ. "Myrrh is mine: its

bitter perfume breathes a life
of gathering gloom. " Myrrh
is an embalming spice. Already at Christ's birth, we
have the symbolic reminder of
his death. "Frankincense to

offer have I. Incense owns a
deity nigh." In many religious
traditions, incense symbolizes prayers rising to heaven.

In some pagan traditions, it is
thought to help "call down"
the deity. The gift of frankincense symbolizes Jesus'
role as the Great High
Priest, sanctifying the world
through his sacrifice.
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From The Pastor’s Desk
The Christmas season is far too short, yet there is still one week left. We
celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord this Sunday, and next Sunday we
observe the Baptism of the Lord. After that, we start the First Week of
Ordinary Time. Make the most of these remaining Christmas days: time
for prayer and time for family and friends.
As we begin a new year, I encourage you to pick up something good to read. Much effort has
been put into our parish library. Stop in the library to browse and check out a good book to
read. Of late, thanks to the generosity of parishioners, there are many new titles to consider.
Our collection contains books you cannot get at your local library. My sincere thanks to our
Library Committee for their ongoing commitment to keep our library well organized and up-todate.
Thanks to all of you for your financial support of St. Alphonsus Parish during the past calendar
year. We are halfway through our fiscal year and want to make sure we finish the fiscal year on
target. God bless you for your generosity.
There is still time to return your pledge cards. Please consider doing so at your earliest convenience.

N o t e s
St Alphonsus Pastoral
Council Agenda
Thursday January 10, 2019
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.

VII.
VIII.
IX.

Thanks to Mr. Tom Jones for donating the Dynamic Catholic books that were distributed at the
Christmas Masses. The books are of benefit to parishioners and visitors alike.
It is not too soon to promote our St. Alphonsus School Open House. The Open House, scheduled for TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 5:00-7:00 p.m., is an opportunity for perspective students
and their families to visit our school and meet the teachers. We have an excellent school and
can be very proud to show it off. If you are looking for a school for your child, please come take
a look. If you have grandchildren, nieces, nephews, friends, neighbors, etc., who are looking for
a school, encourage them to come and see. There is no obligation in attending, and it can never hurt to take a look. Help us get the word out.

X.

Opening Prayer – Fr. Aaron
Approval of November 8, 2018 Meeting Minutes
Guest/Visitor Comments
Pastor’s Remarks
Financial Council Report
Old Business – Assigning council members follow up with new families for the
month of December and finalizing ministry fair volunteers for Masses.
New Business
Roundtable Discussion – Discuss
chapters 9-11 of “Prayer for Beginners”
Committee Updates
a. School
b. Christian Formation
c. Liturgy/Worship
d. Human Concerns
e. Stewardship/Endowment
f. Vocations
g. Long Range Planning
h. Benefit Auction
i. Respect Life
Closing Prayer – Fr. Aaron

Sincerely yours in Christ,

-Fr. Aaron J. Esch
The 2020 Mass Book is now open to receive your
intentions for next year. Please visit the Parish Office
with your requests, and someone will be happy to help
you. Mass stipends are still $10 each. In fairness to
all, six Masses per year is the limit. Three can be
scheduled on weekends, and three during the week.
We are also still taking Masses for 2019, and many choice dates are available.

Parish Envelopes
Those of you who do not receive monthly parish envelopes may have noticed a packet of envelopes in your mailboxes.
We have received many requests for only the holyday and church holiday envelopes, along with
the other special envelopes, so it was decided this year to send those envelopes out to the households that do not receive our regular monthly envelopes.
If you do not wish to receive these envelopes, you may email or call the Parish Office, and we will
remove you from this once-a-year-mailing.

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering
the house they saw the child with Mary his mother.
They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then
they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. - Mt 2:10-11
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Prayer For Epiphany
Dear Jesus,
Though a newborn, the wise men knew your
greatness.
On a hint from the heavens,
they traveled far from their places of comfort
so that they could honor you.
From their belief in your divinity,
they gave amazing gifts, offerings that symbolized your life, power, and even your death.
And because of a dream in the night,
they altered their well-laid plans to return
home in order to protect you.
May we be so willing to honor, sacrifice, and
obey, all for love of you,
as we meditate on the meaning of this day.
Amen.

Advertiser of the Week
Ferch’s
5636 Broad Street
Greendale, WI 53129
414-423-1414
www.ferchs.com

Stewardship: Time, Talent & Treasure
Parish Giving Results

Community Meal Program

Envelope and Offertory Contributions:
July 1, 2018 through January 2, 2019 *
This Past Weekend’s Contributions $
This Month’s Contributions to date $
Last Year Same Month Contributions $
(to date)
Budgeted Amount for January
$
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31,807
31,807
26,811
134,465

*

The St. Alphonsus Community Meal Program needs your
help! They currently serve as many as 700 meals monthly at
the combined sites of St. Ben's, St. Vincent DePaul, and All
People's Church. Our church members prepare hot dishes,
bake homemade desserts and donate money for milk purchases. Additional teams from our church community report
to these sites and share fellowship, while serving hot meals
with kindness and a smile. Please consider using the yellow January Community Meals
envelope to help us continue this humbling and crucial service to others in our community.
The cost of food and the number of people served continue to rise. Your consideration is
appreciated, and your financial support will help many families in need.
Please also consider helping on a regular basis with either serving, baking, or donating
funds for milk. Email Karla Geiger if interested in helping with these services:
candkgeiger@gmail.com

LAUDATO SI Care For Creation
Laudato Si – “Praise be to you,” from the Care For Creation Committee.
Pope Francis has challenged all of us to “replace consumption with sacrifice, greed with generosity, wastefulness with a spirit of sharing.” Each
month for the next 9 months, the committee will offer a “One Simple Act”
suggestion to incorporate in our daily lives. Two weeks of doing something can make it a habit.
From Pope Francis’ encyclical letter: “We all know that it is not possible to sustain the present level of consumption in developed countries and wealthier sectors of society, where
the habit of wasting and discarding has reached unprecedented levels.”
TAKE THE WATER FOOTPRINT CHALLENGE. Go to www.watercalculator.org/ and find
out your water footprint. It will show you how your water consumption stacks up to the rest
of the nation.
PLEASE NOTE: The Committee will meet on Sunday, January 13, 2019, in the Fr. Alan
Meeting Room in the school at 10:15 a.m. for one hour. Come and see the progress
that is being made.

Best Diet To Lose Weight And Help The Poor
Marriage Banns
Please pray for this couple, who is about
to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage:
III—Joseph Livesey & Amanda Costadelli

Do You Know About
Our Prayer Networks?
Saint Alphonsus Parish has two active
prayer networks: St. Ann and St. Patrick. The volunteers on each network
treasure the opportunity to pray for your
needs. The networks are confidential: they use first
names only, and pass on your prayer request immediately. Please feel free to call them at any time
and allow them to pray with you.
St. Ann Prayer Network: Geri—281-4507
St. Patrick Prayer Network: Rosemary—
421-2548.

After the holiday season, most of us need to lose a little weight gained from
the festive times. The best way to lose weight is to reduce the amount of
money we spend on food. Here is the diet.
First week of the diet: Spend $5 less on food: have a coffee instead a latte
or a hamburger but no fries.
Second week of the diet: Spend $10 less on food: have smaller meals like a small pizza
instead of large one or a small hamburger instead of large hamburger.
Third week of the diet: Spend $15 less on food: eliminate all snacks, bakery, candy and
ice cream. Now continue with the diet by spending less on food each week. The money
saved each week should be donated to the poor and needy.
Ultimate Diet: Try eating only one meal a day, which is what many poor adults and children
do. Just imagine for a moment eating one meal daily, and now think what you eat everyday.
The money you save from skipping even one meal a day would be an enormous help to the
poor. Please place your savings in any of the four St. Vincent de Paul Poor Boxes in the
church or an envelope in the collection basket to the attention of St. Vincent de Paul.
YOU NOW HAVE A WAY FOR A HEALTHIER LIFE AND TO FOLLOW THE TEACHING
OF OUR LORD BY HELPING THE POOR!
-St. Alphonsus SVDP Conference
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Back in 2010, I shared with you a number of articles regarding the role
of deacon in the Catholic Church. I had referenced it beginning as written in the New Testament, specifically in Acts of the Apostles 6:1-6.
Here again is a brief history from the time of Acts up to the Second
Vatican Council:
In the first five hundred years of the Church's history, the deacon had a
prominent and defined role in the life of the Church. At times, the deacon even seemed to have a degree of supremacy over the priest, due
to his close link with bishop. The deacon assisted the bishop through
liturgy, teaching and charity. In liturgy, the deacon would present the
gifts and distribute communion, which included taking it to the sick. He
also served by preaching and teaching catechesis. Lastly, the deacon
served the bishop with works of charity, especially to widows, orphans
and those in prison.

For the next 500 years, the deacon continued his administrative role
with finances and organizing charitable work, but his liturgical roles
gradually became absorbed by priests and other ministers (subdeacons and acolytes). Eventually, their direct link with bishop faded
away, and so, too, was the role of the deacon. By the end of the first
millennium, the deaconate became only a transitional role before one
was ordained to the priesthood.
Restoration of the diaconate was proposed by the Council of Trent in
the 1500's but was never carried out. Finally, partly due to pastoral
concerns at the end of WWII, the idea of restoring the diaconate became more prominent, to the point where it was finally restored with
Vatican II.
The United States Bishop's petitioned the Holy See in 1968, for authorization to restore the permanent deaconate for the following reasons:
 to complete the hierarchy of sacred orders and to enrich and
strengthen the many and various ministries at work in the United

Y o u t h
SAVE THE DATE
Please join us!
St. Alphonsus School Open
House (K3-8th grade)
January 29 (Tuesday)
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Tour the school, have a
hotdog dinner, meet the
teachers, play games and
have fun!

Please Note
Please check out our Confirmation Candidates, whose pictures are on the bulletin board
near the restrooms in the church Gathering
Space. Please pray for these young adults, as
they truly are the future of the church. Thank
you.
- Carol Fischer
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States with the sacramental grace of the diaconate.
to enlist a new group of devout and competent men in active ministry of the Church.
to aid in extending needed liturgical and charitable services to the
faithful in both large urban and rural communities.
to provide an impetus and source for creative adaptations of diaconal ministries to the rapidly changing need of our society.

On June 18, 1969, the Second Vatican Council restored the diaconate
to the Universal Church. Pope Paul VI implemented the Councils decision by establishing the canonical norms for the permanent diaconate
with Apostolic Letter Sacrum Diaconatus Ordinem.
So here we are fifty years later, and on this past December 26, 2018,
the deacons of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee gathered on the Feast of
St. Stephan to celebrate the 50th Anniversary. Saint Stephan, a deacon
and martyr, is the patron saint of deacons. We had Mass with Archbishop Jerome Listecki, Bishop Sklba, Bishop Haines, Bishop Schuerman,
and Fr. Jerry Herda, Vicar of Clergy. A reception for the deacons followed Mass.
Some figures for you: This Archdiocese has ordained 285 deacons
since its restoration. Today, there are 131 active deacons and an additional 30 who have retired.
Just a note of clarification: Deacon Ted and I are permanent deacons.
Deacon Jonathon Schmeckel shares this role of deacon with us today;
however, he is considered a transitional deacon, which means he is
going a step further and will be ordained a priest this coming May.
Blessing to all of you,

-Deacon James Leggett

S c h o o l

N o t e s
Brew City Catholic is your hub for events, ministries,
and movements that invite adults 18 through 20s &
30s to encounter Jesus and His Church.

Winter Weekend 2019 Registration Now Open!
February 1-3, 2019 | Schoenstatt Retreat Center Waukesha
Take some time to rest, relax, and enjoy being away from your daily routine in a joy-filled community of other adults in their 20s and 30s. Space is limited, register soon! Registration deadline
January 15. Check it out at Brewcitycatholic.com.
Brewing the Faith
Tuesday, January 8, 2019, at 7:00 p.m.
Good City Brewing | 2108 N Farwell Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53202
Welcoming 20 & 30-somethings of any faith and no faith. (Non-alcoholic beverages also available)
Newlywed Date Night
Sunday, February 10, 2019, at 7:00 p.m.
Good City Brewing | 2108 N. Farwell Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53202
All newly married couples (0-5 years) are invited to an evening out! Enjoy a craft brew and light
appetizers, listen to live music, meet other newly married couples, and hear an inspiring message
about the joys and challenges of marriage. This is also an opportunity to hear from Fr. Tim Kitzke,
pastor of the Family of Four Parishes on the East Side of Milwaukee, and to learn more about and
connect to these vibrant communities.

F o c u s
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Epiphany Tradition: Chalk Blessing

Scripture Readings
Readings for the week of January 6, 2019
Sunday:

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.
11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
Monday:
1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mk
6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday:
1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc,
17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20
[12a]/Lk 5:12-16
Saturday:
1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a
and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25,
27-28, 29-30 [1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:1516, 21-22

Observances for the week of January 6, 2019
Sunday:
The Epiphany of the Lord
Monday:
St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord

t h e

“20 + C + B + M + 19” What does it mean? The number is the year itself split into
two parts and the letters in between stand for the traditional names of the three
Wise Men who followed the star: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. The letters are
also an acronym for the Latin phrase “Christus mansionem benedicat,” meaning,
“May Christ bless this house.” The “+” signs represent the cross.
Any chalk will do, but be sure it is blessed by a priest. Once you’re home on the
front porch, be sure to mark the doors as a family and remember that the symbols
represent the presence of love and grace in your home. The chalk eventually fades
or washes off in the rain, but the blessing will remain.
Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only begotten Son to every nation
by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who live here and all who visit.
May we be blessed with health, kindness of heart, gentleness and the keeping of
your law. Fill us with the light of Christ, that our love for each other may go out to all.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Question Of The Week
Theme: The mystery of the incarnation - Jesus is a gift to all humanity.
Question for Youth: The star guided the Magi to Jesus. What are the people or
events who have guided you in your relationship with Jesus?
Question for Adults: How this past week did you demonstrate God’s love at home
and at work?

©LPi
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Back By Popular Demand
“Year C – What to Expect from the Gospel of Luke”
with Dr. Dan Scholz
Tuesday, January 8, 2019
7:00-8:30 p.m., Community Room
Throughout this new Church Year, we will hear from the Gospel of Luke. This
presentation will offer some interesting historical and cultural background on the
Gospel of Luke as well as provide some ideas on how this Gospel speaks to us
today. Plan to join us!

Dr. Scholz is Vice President of Academic Affairs, & Associate Professor, Religious
Studies Dept., Cardinal Stritch University. Register to assist us with seating-421-2442 x 225. Freewill offering at the door.

St. Alphonsus Ministry Fair
Saint Alphonsus is an active parish with a great number of ministries. Parishioners faithfully serve in these ministries and carry out many good
works. Want to know more about the ministries that St. Alphonsus has? The
Ministry Fair will be held the weekend of January 19 & 20, 2019. Ministries
will have booths with information regarding recent events, along with details
about upcoming events. You will have an opportunity to talk with Committee/
Ministry members and learn more about that ministry. Sharing of information between committees
and ministries will also be possible. Ministries have already registered for this event. Questions
can be directed to: marybinder@sbcglobal.net.

Wednesday, January 23 &
January 30, 9:30-11:00 a.m.

“The Story of Adam and Eve”
with Sr. Bea Dorsey,
SSSF, Ph.D.

Parish Ministry Center
Use the Upper Parking Lot

What does the story of Adam
and Eve tell us about human
origins, and how has it influenced the understanding of
the human being throughout
history? This series will focus
on an in-depth commentary
of the Adam and Eve story. We will explore
the difference the reading of this story has
made throughout history. Plan to be engaged
by a beloved teacher of Scripture!
Sister Bea Dorsey, Ph.D., is a Lecturer in
Scripture Studies. Fee: $25. Need 12 participants.
To register: Call 421-2442 x 225.
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St. Alphonsus Directory and Calendars

Contacts

Mass Intentions

Church Building
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442
Pastor, Rev. Aaron Esch………………………… fraaron@st-alphonsus.org
Associate Pastor, Rev. Britto Suresh…….. .brittosuresh@st-alphonsus.org
eileen@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Operations, Dave Tomasiewicz………..dave@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Petri………....julie@st-alphonsus.org
Sacrament Coordinator, Kathy Monacelli……… kathym@st-alphonsus.org
Coor. Confirmation & Outreach, Carol Fischer….. .carol@st-alphonsus.org
School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org
Permanent Deacon, Ted Gurzynski……...theodore.gurzynski@gmail.com
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com
Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Denna Flemming…………………..430-1482
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755
Southwest Interfaith Outreach to Older Adults
Director, Diane May………………………………………………...421-3678
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400

Saturday, January • 5 St. John Neumann
4:30 pm † Arnie Danielson (Wife, Janet)
Sunday, January • 6 The Epiphany Of The Lord
7:30 am † Robert Whitaker, II (Joe & Kathy Koziczkowski)
9:00 am For the Parishioners
Intention Of Lynn Meythaler (Margie Shaw)
11:00 am † Zoe Rice (Sharon Baldikowski)
Monday, January • 7 Christmas Weekday
7:00 am † Ruth Setterlund (The Setterlund Family)
Tuesday, January • 8 Christmas Weekday
7:00 am † Agnes Beers (Family)
6:30 pm Rosary-Devotions in the Chapel
Wednesday, January • 9 Christmas Weekday
8:00 am † Paul Wichert (Chris Holley)
(All School)
Thursday, January • 10 Christmas Weekday
7:00 am † Andrew Placek (Ganiere Family)
4:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration In Chapel
Friday, January • 11 Christmas Weekday
7:00 am Intention Of Linda Pelzek (David)
Saturday, January • 12 Christmas Weekday
8:00 am † All Souls
8:30 am Confessions
1:00 pm Wedding-Joseph Livesey & Amanda Costadelli
3:30 pm Confessions
4:30 pm † Nancy Sansome (Susan Kendellen)
Sunday, January • 13 The Baptism Of The Lord
7:30 am † Carl Anderson (Family & Friends)
9:00 am For the Parishioners
† Jozef & Katarzyna Bak (Daughter)
11:00 am † Jim Bartels (Dave & Sharon Czysz)

Prayer Network
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks:
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507
St. Patrick (Rosemary)………………………………………………..421-2548
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests.
Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint?

Eucharistic Celebrations
Weekend……...Saturday 8:00 am 4:30 pm; Sunday 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am
Weekday…………………………………………………………..See schedule

Sacrament of Baptism
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 8:30 am 3:30 pm or anytime by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed

New Membership
Joining our parish community can be easily done at the Parish Ministry Center, Mondays through Thursdays from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., or Fridays from
8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. You can also register online at www.st-alphonsus.org.

Baptisms

Baptisms

This Week
Sunday, January 6, 2019
9:30 am RCIA
10:15 am Christian Formation Gr. 5K-5
6:30 pm Christian Formation Gr. 6-10
7:00 pm Men’s Basketball
Monday, January 7, 2019
6:00 pm Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm AA Reality Support Group
Tuesday, January 8, 2019
7:00 pm Scripture With Dan Scholz
7:00 pm Recovery (Mental Health Support Group)
7:00 pm Building & Grounds Meeting
Wednesday, January 9, 2019
6:00 pm Christian Formation Gr. 1-5
7:00 pm Saturday Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 10, 2019
6:30 pm Lector Practice
7:00 pm Pastoral Council Meeting
7:00 pm Handbell Practice
Saturday, January 12, 2019
8:30 am Instrumental Rehearsal
9:30 am Sacrament Program-Reconciliation
Sunday, January 13, 2019
9&11:00 am Children’s Liturgy Of The Word
9:30 am RCIA
10:15 am Sacrament Program-Parent Class
10:15 am Laudato Si Meeting
10:15 am Christian Formation Gr. 5K-5
6:30 pm Confirmation Class
7:00 pm Men’s Basketball

Tear Along Perforated Line

PMC/P-101
School
School
Spangler Hall
Church
PMC/P-101
Community Room
PMC/P-103
PMC
School
Church
Church
PMC/P-104
Fr. Alan Meeting Room
Church
Community Room
Chapel
PMC/P-101
Community Room
Fr. Alan Meeting Room
School
PMC
Spangler Hall

