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World Day for

Consecrated Life
God of all goodness,
you have called people to follow you
faithfully.
Humans have heard that call and
many choose to follow your call
in varied and faith-filled lives.
Some follow your call in private,
silent lives as hermits;
some choose to follow you with lives
lived as virgins and widows;
while others choose public lives of
vowed men and women as religious
brothers and sisters.
Abundantly give to these men and
women the courage to follow their
call as witnesses to your gifts and
faith and service to the world.
We ask this in faith through the
name of Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Catholic Stewardship Appeal 2020
The Presentation Of The Lord • February 2, 2020
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A l p h o n s u s

Learn About The Food Pantry At St. Alphonsus
The pantry was started by Iris Novak and has been serving those in need
since 1984. We are located in the Parish House on the north side of St.
Alphonsus Church, at 5980 W. Loomis Road in Greendale. We serve people in the area between Layton Avenue (N), Rawson Avenue (S), 35th
Street (E), 92nd Street (W), plus emergency calls.
We have 51 volunteers (ages 9 – 70+), and most help once or twice a month. We have one busy week
prior to distribution day with multiple volunteer opportunities, plus take emergency calls during the
month. Janet Kloser, Cathie Wilke, and Ellen Krueger are co-directors and coordinate all calls and activities. Our dedicated volunteers have a heart for service, and this is an important part of their month.
Most canned goods are donated by St. Alphonsus parishioners in the monthly church collection run by
student Grace Organ. Individuals, area schools, churches, social groups, and businesses also collect
and donate food, spices, hygiene items and holiday food for our clients. We use donated money to buy
about $250 of fresh meat, eggs, fruits and vegetables each month.

Volunteers do a variety of tasks--some repeated monthly and some one-time tasks, such as, shopping,
answering calls for appointments, sorting and shelving food, packing boxes, loading cars, greeting and
signing in clients, providing referrals, transporting food, doing talks for groups doing collections, setting
up for distribution days and cleaning up, writing thank you notes, requesting grant money, etc.
We provide food to about 40 households, with 1-7 people in each. Many clients have disabilities, unexpected bills to pay, low income or other challenges.
If you or someone you know needs assistance, or to volunteer, call the Food Pantry cell phone
414-514-4400.
Thank you for your prayers, time, and donations, which help feed the hungry!
-Janet Kloser
Consider your Christian responsibility to yourself, your family, and to
God to be a wise steward of the gifts God has given you. How will
your gifts (assets) be passed on to those you love and care for when
you die? Creating an estate plan now will help those you love live
more securely and peacefully in the future. Including a gift to St. Alphonsus Parish as part of your estate plan will allow you to invest in
and secure the future of our parish mission.

Catholic Stewardship Appeal
We at St. Alphonsus are a generous giving community. Not only do we
faithfully contribute to meet the needs of our own parish but also give to the
greater Church through our support of the Catholic Stewardship Appeal.
The Appeal serves to remind us that if we come together as people of God,
we can do so much more together than any one of us could possibly do on
our own. We want the Church to prosper, be strong, vital, and serve the
faithful through the sacraments and ministry. We want a Church that is
diverse, welcoming, inclusive, spiritual, and joyful.

N o t e s
Parishioners:
Theft Alert
On Sunday, January 19, a
group of thieves rifled
through coats left in a coat
room at Hales Corners Lutheran Church and stole a car and some valuables. These same people were seen at St.
Alphonsus around the 9:00 a.m. Mass. REMINDER TO PARISHIONERS: Please do not
leave valuables: phone, car keys, etc., in any
open coat rooms. Ushers have been alerted to
be extra vigilant, but the best insurance is to
keep your valuables where you can see them.

World Day Of Prayer For
Consecrated Life
In 1997, St. John Paul II instituted the World
Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life. Please
take time this week to pray for vocations.
“He gave some as Apostles, others as prophets, others as evangelists, others as pastors
and teachers, to equip the holy ones for the
work of ministry, for building up the Body of
Christ , until we all attain to the unity of faith
and knowledge of the Son of God.”
- Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians

Hang In
There

Each year we are asked to put our faith to the test, united in an effort to ensure the Church not only
sustains, but grows ministries that will strengthen and expand its support to parishes, Catholic schools
and religious education programs, the formation of priests and deacons, parish lay leaders, and lifelong
faith formation for people of all ages.
The Appeal was founded on a tradition of love, hope and faith some 80 years ago. And, by supporting it,
we demonstrate our humility and generosity that is firmly rooted in the biblical concept of stewardship
and in our obligation as Catholics and disciples of Jesus Christ to share our blessings with others.
A request for Appeal support from the archdiocese has or will arrive in your mailboxes very soon. Please
take time to reflect on and prayerfully consider that request and decide what part you want to play in ensuring the continued strength and vitality of our beloved Church.
Thank you to those of you who have been faithful contributors to the Appeal in the past. I hope you will
consider renewing your support this year, and with an increase if possible. And, for those of you who
have not made a gift before, please think about doing so this year.
Your Appeal gift does make a difference! Thank you and God bless you!
-Bill & Mary Kelly, Co-Chairs, CSA

Advertiser of the Week
Mark Ranjbar Contractors
7110 Horizon Drive
Greendale, WI
414-427-9946 (Office) 414-403-9350 (Cell)
Home Remodeling

Stewardship: Time, Talent & Treasure
Parish Giving Results
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:
July 1, 2019 through January 27, 2020 *
This Past Weekend’s Contributions
(includes January ACH deposits and
a few annual contributions)
This Month’s Contributions (to date)
Last Year Same Month Contributions
(to date)
Budgeted Amount for January

$ 61,307
$ 146,368
$ 122,021
$ 137,180

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm.
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Saint Blaise was the bishop of Sebastea and a doctor. The first known record of the saint's life comes from the
medical writings of Aëtius Amidenus, where he is recorded as
helping with patients suffering from objects stuck in their throat.
Many of the miraculous aspects of St. Blaise's life are written of
400 years after his martyrdom in the "Acts of St. Blaise."
Saint Blaise is believed to begin as a healer then,
eventually, became a "physician of souls." He then retired to a
cave, where he remained in prayer. People often turned to
Saint Blaise for healing miracles.
Saint Blaise is often depicted holding two crossed
candles in his hand, or in a cave with wild animals. He is also
often shown with steel combs. The similarity of the steel combs and the wool combs made
a large contribution to Saint Blaise's leadership as the patron saint of wool combers and
the wool trade.
According to the Acta Sanctorum, he was martyred by being beaten, attacked
with iron combs, and beheaded.
In many places on the day of his feast the blessing of St. Blaise is given: two
candles (sometimes lit), blessed on the feast of the Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas),
are held in a crossed position by a priest over the heads of the faithful, or the people are
touched on the throat with them. At the same time the following blessing is given: "Through
the intercession of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver you from every disease of the throat and from every other illness." Then the priest makes the sign of the
cross over the faithful.

St. Blaise—February 3—Throat Blessing
We will, once again, have our traditional blessing of the
throats after the 7:00 a.m. Mass on Monday, February 3, the
Feast of St. Blaise.

To provide the opportunity for more people to receive this
blessing, we will also offer it after all Masses this weekend,
Saturday, February 1, & Sunday, February 2.

Another Look At Abortion

St. Blaise is the patron saint of throat illnesses, animals, wool combers and
wool traders.

(Read the full version at usccb.org/abortion)
Support mothers
If someone takes an
innocent person’s life
and their
after he or she is born,
it’s against the law; be- children during
fore birth (even minutes
and after
before, in most states),
it’s legal because of the
difficult
U. S. Supreme Court
Roe v. Wade decision in
pregnancies.
1973.

Friendship Without Borders News
Are you interested in the Friendship Without Borders 2020 mission trip to the orphanage in
Santa Apolonia, Guatemala? We can use your energy, spirit, and abilities to have fun with
the children. Skills needed are just the willingness to say yes to light construction or painting, working in the medical clinic, teaching basic English, and playing with children who
love to hold hands and give hugs.
In the past couple of years, we have built green houses, taught English, painted swing
sets, built doors and windows for the housing units, and enjoyed time with the children.
This year, our travel dates are Friday, May 22, through Monday, June 1.

Abortion results in the death of a child. For many,
abortion causes severe and long-lasting emotional,
psychological, and spiritual trauma, and other detrimental effects have also been documented. (For
help, visit www.HopeAfterAbortion.org.)

Feel free to call either number below for more information or to let us know that you are
available to travel with us.
Gerry Ruedinger - 414-704-3670 or gruedinger@sbcglobal.net
Elizabeth Hanson - 414-423-9831 or erhinmilwaukee@yahoo.com

So, what are we to do? The Church does not approach difficult pregnancy decisions with a false
“either/or” mentality, pitting mother against child. We
love them both! Learn more at www.usccb.org/
abortion.

.

This is a summary of a USCCB Respect Life Program article by
the same name and is reprinted with permission. ©2018, USCCB,
Washington D.C. All rights reserved.

Please Note Date Change For The
St. Alphonsus Men’s Group
For February, the Men’s group will meet the second Sunday,
February 9, instead of the third Sunday, February 16. Please
meet in the Narthex area of the Church ten minutes before the
start of the 7:30 a.m. Mass next Sunday, February 9.
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This is another in a series of updates on new Technology at St. Alphonsus Parish. Think back to about 2010. Although it was the 21st century,
the St. Alphonsus campus was far behind the times in terms of technology. With the generous support of you, our parishioners, we were able
to purchase and install three projection systems in the Community
Room and Church.

school children's Masses, for
Trivia night, for use by our
various speaker series, by
the school, for use in Christian Formation classes and to
project the altar image into
the Community Room during
large overflow Masses like at
Christmas.
These cameras have provided us with improved communications,
which is vital to an effective ministry. Again, THANK YOU for your generous support in helping make these important improvements happen
at St. Alphonsus!
If you have any suggestions or requests, please contact me at bill@stalphonsus.org. Thank you!

These are used to present
various videos and images at
our Masses such as: the
yearly Catholic Stewardship
Appeal, Capital Campaign
videos, our yearly financial
stewardship appeal, to show
educational videos at the

Y o u t h
Fun Fair
It’s that time of year again! Saint Alphonsus
School is hosting their fundraiser; Fun Fair on
Friday, February 7, 5:30-8:00 p.m. This year’s
theme is the Olympics.
Through our Home and School Committee
efforts, we raise money to help supplement
the cost of projects for the school. This year,
our fundraising goals will aim to add an additional Science Lab and update Art and Music
rooms.
Fun Fair is a combination of games and raffles
and fun for all ages. This year between general raffles, teacher raffles and our Blue and
Gold raffles, we have over 110+ baskets. Win
a family vacation to Wisconsin Dells or Lake
Geneva, an Apple Watch, Brewers, Badgers
or Admirals tickets, CrossFit gym membership
for a year or $400 in grocery gift cards, just to
name a few of the Blue and Gold raffles. Baskets ranging from $35 to over $1500 are up for
grabs at this year’s Fun Fair.
Come join us on this fun-filled evening to support St. Alphonsus School.
To learn more about Fun Fair or about our
fundraising efforts, reach out to the school
office for contact information.

-Bill Kelly
Office and Technology
Mgr.

&

S c h o o l

N o t e s

School Scene
“Let us thank all those who
teach in Catholic Schools.
Educating is an act of love;
it is like giving life.” – Pope
Francis. Last week, we
celebrated Catholic Schools
Week. Perhaps, you received a seed packet of
sunflower seeds handmade by the students. The
students and staff of St.
Alphonsus School would
like to thank you for your
prayers and support, because at St. Alphonsus
Catholic School we grow
and suc-seed in Christ. Making the commitment to teach at a Catholic School truly is a vocation that our teachers believe in. We are different. Here when a family member is sick, we can
support the family with prayer. We bring Christ into our everyday lives by living out the virtues
through our faith. As a Catholic Educator for 28 years, (all of them spent here), I know without
doubt that I am blessed. The kindness and support of our families is an act of love. Saint Alphonsus Catholic School is a special place. We not only teach the core subjects, but we also
teach about God’s love. When I look back on my years of teaching, I am grateful for all the
students and families here at St. Al’s. I truly love educating my 5 th grade students, not only on
long division, STEM experiments, and writing but also in faith. Teaching them to be like the
saints. Pope Francis was 100% correct when he said, “Educating is an act of love; it is like
giving life.” We thank our parish for giving our school “life.”
-Mary Duckert

F o c u s
Scripture Readings
Readings for the week of February 2, 2020
Sunday:

Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [10b]/Hob
2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32
Monday:
2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:23, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Mk 5:1-20
Tuesday:
2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 3019:3/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1a]/Mk 5:2143
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [cf.
5c]/Mk 6:1-6
Thursday:
1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Char 29:10,
11ab, 11d-12a, 12bcd [12b]/Mk 6:713 this is correct
Friday:
Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51
[cf. 47b]/Mk 6:14-29
Saturday:
1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14 [12b]/Mk 6:30-34
Next Sunday: Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/1
Cor 2:1-5/Mt 5:13-16

Observances for the week of February 2, 2020
Sunday:
Monday:

The Presentation of the Lord; World
Day for Consecrated Life
St. Blaise, Bishop & Martyr; St. Ansgar,
Bishop

Tuesday:
Wednesday: St. Agatha, Virgin & Martyr
Thursday:
St. Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs
Friday:
Saturday:
St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine
Bakhita, Virgin
Next Sunday: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World
Marriage Day
©LPi
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The Presentation Of The Lord
“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my
eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” Very often, having more light is not something we desire, as it forces us to confront something we really do not want to see. There can be
comfort found in darkness. It has an eerie sense of security to it. We do not have to challenge
ourselves or be challenged and can simply exist in some fabricated state of self-fabricated blissfulness. Jesus came to bring light, and it is a light that is resisted by many and hated by some. It
is a light that causes us to see things as they really are and not as we would want or need them
to be.
It is no wonder then that Simeon boldly and honestly proclaims to Mary, “Behold, this
child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted
and you yourself a sword will pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” We
have to take the Gospel message as it is and not just use those parts that are useful to us or
more palatable. Taking Jesus at face value can and will lead to turmoil and dissention. Hearts will
be pierced. Whether we like it, Jesus’ proclamation of what the world God created really ought to
look like has real and absolute social implications.
It has a lot to say about how we treat our brothers and sisters: spiritually, personally,
economically, and globally. It has everything to do with the poor, the immigrant, the scared, the
unborn, the vulnerable, the sick, and the broken. The light opens us to a challenging, tableturning experience that may not be something we want to see but shows us where we need to be .
©LPi

Question Of The Week
Theme: Commitment is required to follow Jesus.
Question for Youth: Jesus tells his disciples that they must renounce their possessions in order
to be His disciple. If you had to, could you leave everything behind to be with God? What would
hold you back? How much of a struggle would it be?
Question for Adults: Today's Gospel is demanding. How do you as a modern man or woman
"denounce your possessions?" What does this mean for you?

W h a t ’ s

H a p p e n i n g

Amazing Possibilities!
We are excited to announce that, for the first time in ten years, author and speaker
Matthew Kelly has created a new event titled “Amazing Possibilities.” Our parish
community will be one of the first to experience it! Together with neighboring parishes, we are so excited to host this life-changing event at St. Alphonsus Parish on
Sunday, November 8, at 1:00 p.m.
Our community has an opportunity to purchase tickets before the general public. Tickets will be
available on DynamicCatholic.com starting Friday, January 31. This event will be publicly announced on February 4, and we expect an early sell out. Mark your calendar now to take advantage of
this early access to tickets! This is an event you do not want to miss!

Incredible things happen when you collaborate with God. Come join us.

Scholastic Book Fair Today!
The Scholastic Book Fair will be open this weekend, Saturday, February 1, 5:15-6:15 p.m., and Sunday, February 2, 8:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. The Book Fair is held in the Community Room for all parish members to visit and purchase books. Teachers will also have a wish list available for classroom books. If
you prefer to purchase online and still benefit St. Alphonsus, please place your order by using the following link: https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/stalphonsusschool3.

Your Attention Please
The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has undertaken an initiative in 2020 entitled “Called for More.” This is
funded by a grant from the Lilly Endowment, and its goal is to pilot a new process for supporting priests/
parishes to further thrive their ministry. As part of this goal, each adult parishioner is asked to complete a
short 15 minute survey in late February, 2020. As we get closer to the survey date, more information will
be available. We thank you in advance for your participation! -Bill Kelly, Office & Technology Manager

Knights Of Columbus, Trinity Council #4580 Presents: A
Mardi Gras Evening
This dinner and dance will take place on February
21, 5:30-10:30 p.m., at the Muskego Lakes Country Club, S100W14020 Loomis Road, Muskego,
WI 53150.
Happy Hour starts at 5:30 p.m., with a cash bar.
At 6:30 p.m. a family-style Fish Fry will be served,
and the dance will begin at 7:30 p.m., featuring
Dick Strauss’s The 50’s Fab Five + One, playing
Big Band favorites, rock, jazz and old time 50’s
and 60’s.
Advance tickets are $29 dinner/dance and $14/
dance only. RSVP before February 10. For more
information and dietary needs, call Dave at 414379-3233. Make your check payable to Trinity
Council #4580, and mail with your name, address,
phone number, email address, number of tickets
and amount enclosed to Dave Kenzie, 8740 W.
Elm Court, Franklin, WI 53132. Tables up to 10
may be reserved. Open to the public. Proceeds
benefit Trinity Council #4580 charities. Silent
auction, door prizes and games available.
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St. Alphonsus Directory and Calendars

Contacts
Church Building
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442
Pastor, Rev. Aaron Esch………………………… fraaron@st-alphonsus.org
Associate Pastor, Rev. Britto Suresh…….. .brittosuresh@st-alphonsus.org
eileen@st-alphonsus.org
Office & Technology Manager, Bill Kelly……………..bill@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz…………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org
School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org
Facilities Manager, Jacob Majstorovic…………….jacob@st-alphonsus.org
Permanent Deacon, Ted Gurzynski……….theodore.gurzynski@gmail.com
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com
Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Denna Flemming…………………..430-1482
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400
Prayer Network
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks:
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507
St. Patrick (Holly)……………………………………………………...282-0485
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests.
Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint?

Eucharistic Celebrations
Weekend……...Saturday 8:00 am 4:30 pm; Sunday 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am
Weekday…………………………………………………………..See schedule

Sacrament of Baptism
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 8:30 am 3:30 pm or anytime by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed

New Membership
Joining our parish community can be easily done at the Parish Ministry Center, Mondays through Thursdays from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., or Fridays from
8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. You can also register online at www.st-alphonsus.org.

Mass Intentions
Saturday, February • 1 Weekday
4:30 pm † Teddy Zawadzki (Family & Friends)
Sunday, February • 2 The Presentation Of The Lord
7:30 am † Donna Glover & † Gregg Van Rueden (Bob Towne)
9:00 am For the Parishioners
† Joanne Ubl (Ellen Moodie)
11:00 am † Gregory Felhofer (Wife, Mary)
Monday, February • 3 Weekday (Fourth Week In Ordinary Time)
7:00 am † All Souls (Families & Friends)
Tuesday, February • 4 Weekday
7:00 am † All Souls (Families & Friends)
6:30 pm Rosary-Devotions in the Chapel
Wednesday, February • 5 St. Agatha
8:00 am † All Souls (Families & Friends)
(All School)
Thursday, February • 6 St. Paul Miki
7:00 am † Marilyn Vallez (Bill & Mary Kelly)
4:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration
Friday, February • 7 Weekday
7:00 am † All Souls (Families & Friends)
Saturday, February • 8 Weekday
8:00 am † All Souls (Families & Friends)
8:30 am Confessions
3:30 pm Confessions
4:30 pm † Paul & Elfriede Schwabe (Karen Forecki)

Baptisms

David & Nancy Precour-60th Wedding Anniversary Blessing
Sunday, February • 9 Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time
7:30 am † Linda Kerr (Family)
9:00 am For the Parishioners
† Gil Smieja (James & Jill Simaras)
11:00 am † Bernice & John Plaksij (Bernice Wasielewski)
Baptisms

This Week
Saturday, February 1, 2020
Scholastic Book Fair After 4:30 Mass
Community Room
Sunday, February 2, 2020
Scholastic Book Fair After All Masses
Community Room
10:15 am Christian Formation Gr. 5K-5
School
10:15 am Children’s Catechumenate
PMC/P-104
Monday, February 3, 2020
7:00 pm Sunday Choir Rehearsal
Church
7:30 pm AA Reality Support Group
PMC/P-101
Tuesday, February 4, 2020
7:00 pm Recovery (Mental Health Support Group)
PMC/P-103
Wednesday February 5, 2020
3:15 pm Youth Choir Rehearsal
Church
7:00 pm Saturday Choir Rehearsal
Church
Thursday, February 6, 2020
10:00 am Bereavement Support Group (1st & 3rd Thursday)
PMC/P-101
6:30 pm Lector Practice
Church
7:00 pm Adult Confirmation Program
PMC/P-101
7:00 pm Handbell Practice
Fr. Alan Meeting Room
Saturday, February 8, 2020
8:30 am Instrumental Rehearsal
Church
Sunday, February 9, 2020
9&11:00 am Children’s Liturgy Of The Word
Chapel
9:30 am RCIA
PMC/P-101
10:15 am Children’s Catechumenate
PMC/P-104
6:30 pm Christian Formation-Confirmation Classes
Community Room

Tear Along Perforated Line

