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Twenty-Third Sunday In Ordinary Time• September 6, 2020 

 

Prayer for Workers 
 
"Ora et Labora!" 
 

Saint Benedict, the founder of Western 
Monasticism, is the person who wrote a 
series of rules for his monks. It is called 
the Rule of St. Benedict. In the rule he 
taught that the monks under his care 
were to pray and work. Hence the 
phrase "Ora et labora" (pray and work). 
 

Today we celebrate Labor Day. The 
history of Labor Day is very interesting. 
It arose in the early nineteenth century, 
as the labor movement was beginning 
to flourish in the US. It was established 
as a day to encourage the union move-
ment and collective bargaining. With our 
heightened political awareness of labor 
unions today, it would be good to en-
courage the foundation of Labor Day: 
the dignity of the laborer and the dignity 
of work itself. 
 

O God, to whom all our prayers rise like 
incense,  
we thank you for the ability to work 
and to provide for our families. 
Assist us in honoring the laborer and 
providing a fare wage for all laborers. 
 

To work brings us purpose and dignity. 
In work, the laborer honors you, the 
One who provides everything we need. 
We ask you to bless all those who have 
no opportunity to work. 
Enliven our hearts to hear their cries for 
meaningful work and help us to give 
from our abundance to those who have 
little. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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From The Pastor’s Desk 
 
This week I cede my column to the Archbishop, who 
writes about the ending of the Sunday Mass Dispen-
sation effective on September 14. 
    -Fr. Kevin  

 
August 25, 2020 
  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

For more than 25 years of my priestly life, I taught moral theology, both 
in high school and college, and for over 17 of those years at the gradu-
ate level of the major seminary. Inevitably, a question would be posed 
by one of the students: “Father, is it really a serious sin to miss Sunday 
Mass?” I would answer directly and firmly “yes.”  Then, I would qualify 
that certain circumstances exempt a person from the obligation. Some 
look upon the obligation as fulfilling a law that the Church imposes. 
Laws are given to us to assist us and protect us in our journey through 
life. But, we must always look deeper, seeing the person and the rela-
tionship, which directs and defines the law. I would always attempt to 
have the students understand that our obligation comes from a deep 
relationship we have with God and the acknowledgment that His Son, 
who is our Savior and Redeemer, was raised on this particular day of 
the week. The importance of celebrating this day was something even 
the earliest of Christians could not live without. 
 

What made sense for many of my students was the example of how 
we, as family members, are expected to attend certain family gather-
ings or functions, which demonstrate our belonging and the value that 
we have as family members. It is a means of acknowledging our identity 
and growing in our experience as a family. For instance, in my home, 
as an extended family member, you were always expected to attend 
Christmas Eve dinner at my grandfather’s home and only a serious 
situation would justify your absence. Our family history and relation-
ships were built upon this gathering and others that were deemed es-
sential. The same holds true for Sunday Mass. 
 

Our obligation to attend Sunday worship reflects the very character of 
who we are as Catholics. When we fail in our responsibility before God, 
we sin. Therefore, we need to form our consciences so that we can be 
fully informed in making decisions about our actions. The Church in Her 
wisdom offers us guidelines to help in our formation. 
 

Knowing how serious the obligation is to attend Sunday Mass, you must 
understand the thoughtful and prayerful discernment that caused me to 
dispense from the obligation to attend Sunday worship for the last six 
months. As responsible parish communities, we needed to assess the 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus, permit our parishes the time to 

establish plans for sanitizing worship spaces, secure needed resources, 
evaluate the appropriate numbers for social distancing and solicit the 
voluntary personnel necessary to accomplish the tasks of preparing our 
worship spaces. The dispensation was made for the safety of all and to 
alleviate the burden of those conflicted by the obligation to attend Mass 
due to the coronavirus threat. 
 

Many have been fortunate to continue their prayer at home because of 
technology, viewing the Mass on Heart of the Nation, public broadcasts 
or live-streaming. But televised or computer viewing does not fulfill the 
Sunday obligation. Instead, it is there to help those prohibited from 
attending public celebrations to have a sense of connectedness, and it 
wonderfully fulfilled that task. 
 

Assisted by many volunteers, our parishes have worked very hard to 
provide for sanitized environments, observing social distancing, the 
wearing of masks and the use of hand sanitizers. Because of these 
efforts since the end of May, we have already experienced a return to 
Sunday worship. 
 

On September 14, 2020, the dispensation from the obligation to attend 
Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation will expire, and it will be the 
responsibility of those who are capable and not prohibited by other 
circumstances to attend Sunday Mass. Those who deliberately fail to 
attend Sunday Mass commit a grave sin. 
 

There are circumstances where the obligation cannot be fulfilled. One 
example is the impossibility to attend Mass. When our Churches were 
closed and offered no public Masses, it was impossible for people to 
attend, and so there was no sin for missing Mass. If a person is ill,  
especially during this pandemic, they should remain at home. Likewise, 
if a person is at risk because of age, underlying medical conditions or a 
compromised immune system, one would be excused from the obliga-
tion. If a person is caring for a sick person, even if they are not sick, 
they would be excused from the obligation out of charity. Fear of getting 
sick, in and of itself, does not excuse someone from the obligation. 
However, if the fear is generated because of at-risk factors, such as  
pre-existing conditions, age or compromised immune systems, then the 
fear would be sufficient to excuse from the obligation. 
 

Our Sunday worship is a joyful obligation. It is a witness to God as the 
priority in our lives. We place our trust in Him and His Church. We,  
together, recognize Him in the breaking of the bread, as He offers   
himself to us in Communion so that, in His name, we might LOVE ONE 
ANOTHER.              
 

Sincerely, 
 
Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 

Advertiser of the Week 

The Combs Team 
Combs Sweet Homes 

Tom Combs—262-893-2646 
Shannon Combs—414-759-6733 

CombsSweetHomes.com 
 

RE/Max Realty 100 
Parish Members  

Are You Homebound And Would 

Like To Receive Holy Communion 

On A Frequent Basis? 
Please contact the parish office at 414-421-2442, if you would 
like to be visited by a communion minister on a regular basis. 
Communion Ministers will take extra sanitary precautions to 
ensure the safety of those they visit.  
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Get Your Raffle Tickets Before It’s Too Late 
This is the last weekend to get in on the action! Raffle Tickets will be available for pick-up after 
every Mass at the Auction Table in the Gathering Space. Raffle tickets are available for our Win-
ner’s Circle, Cash Raffle and Chocolate Basket. You could be the lucky winner! 
 

All purchased tickets can be put into this weekend’s collection basket, mailed or dropped off at the 
parish office. To be entered into the drawing, all purchased tickets must be received at the parish 
office by no later than Thursday, September 10. 
 

The drawing will take place promptly at noon on Sunday, September 13, in the Community Room. 
You are invited to attend the drawing of the winning tickets, so please stop by! All winners will be 
notified by the parish office and be listed in the bulletin. The purchase of raffle tickets is a great way 
to support St. Alphonsus and is important to the success of our parish! Thank you! 
 

Have Fun Helping Support Older Adults  
On-Line Auction And Festivities  
Eras Senior Network is a non-profit agency which provides rides to medical appointments for Mil-
waukee and Waukesha County residents 60+. Other services include grocery shopping, wellness 
calls and seasonal yard cleanups. The agency is having an online auction and fundraiser to help 
support its services and programs for older adults. The auction portion of the event begins at noon 
on Monday, September 21, and closes at 6:00 p.m., on Thursday, September 24. The live portion 
of the fundraiser will take place during a video stream on Thursday, September 24. The virtual 
event will be accessible through a smart phone, tablet, or computer. This intergenerational event 
will provide you with an opportunity to: 
 

 Bid on a wide array of products, services, and experiences, both before and during the silent 
auction 

 Listen to live music 

 Participate in a wine pull 

 Be part of entertaining breakout activities 
 

For more information and to register for the auction, visit www.eras.org and join the bidding fun at 
no charge. 
 

Tuesday, September 8, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  
 “What Got Left Out and Why” 

 Scripture With Daniel J. Scholz, Ph.D., Community Room     
 The early Church had many writings to consider in the formation of the New Testa-
ment. This presentation will discuss how the 27 books that make up the New Testa-
ment were chosen, and why other writings were excluded from the final list of New 
Testament books.  
  

Doctor Scholz, Interim President of Cardinal Stritch University, is eager to do this in-person pro-
gram. We will follow current social distancing protocols and sanitizing procedures. Hope 
you can join us! 
  

Register to assist us with seating--421-2442 x 225. Fee: Freewill offering at the door. 
 

An Invitation 
If you know folks who are not Catholic and do not have a church home, why not invite 
them to consider the Catholic way of life? For further information regarding the process 
of becoming Catholic, please contact Sister Eileen: eileen@st-alphonsus.org; 421-2442 x 224. 
 

Saint Alphonsus School Employment Openings 
Saint Alphonsus School is now hiring a part-time aide for the 4K grade Classroom. The days and 
hours of this position are Monday – Friday, from 11:30 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.    
 

Saint Alphonsus School is now hiring a part-time aide for the 1st/2nd grade Classroom. Being well- 
versed in current technology would be a bonus for this position. The days and hours of this position 
are Monday – Friday, from 7:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.    
 

If you are interested in either position, please complete an application for employment that can be 
found on the St. Alphonsus School website – “Contact Us” page, and email it to Mrs. Mary  
Stallmann, Principal, at mary@st-alphonsus.org. 

Question Of The Week 
Theme: We are called to help one another 
grow as a community of faith. 
Question for Youth: Jesus tells us about the 
importance of community and friendship. 
When have you helped heal an argument be-
tween friends? How did that feel? 
Question for Adults: How do you make sure 
you follow the way of love as described by 
Paul in today’s reading? What steps do you 
take to eliminate the unloving — grudges, 
hatred, prejudice, or others? 

Attention 
This year, due to the pandemic restrictions, St. 
Vincent De Paul Society will only collect money 
for the annual School Supply Drive. In your 
generosity, please enclose your monetary dona-
tions in an envelope marked SVDP School Sup-
ply Drive and place it in the collection basket or 
mail it to the Parish Office. Thank you for your 
understanding and support. 
              -St. Alphonsus SVDP Society 

Parish Giving Results 
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:  
July 1, 2019 through August 31, 2020 * 

This Past Weekend’s Contributions      $   35,889 
      (includes August On-line Contributions) 
This Month’s Contributions (to date)     $ 108,171   
Last Year Same Month Contributions   $   96,940 
  (to date)  
Budgeted Amount for August               $ 114,775 
  

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget 
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at 
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm. 

http://www.eras.org
mailto:eileen@st-alphonsus.org
http://st-alphonsus.org
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 Mass Intentions 
Saturday, September • 5 Weekday 
    4:00 pm † Andrew Placek (Paul & Doris Dix) 
    6:00 pm    † Arlene Mahoney (Geri Fuchs) 
Sunday, September • 6 Twenty-Third Sunday In Ordinary Time 
    8:00 am   † Judy Kunda (Husband, Ray) 

 

        60th Wedding Anniversary Blessing-Jim & Bev Conrad 

  10:00 am     For the Parishioners 
                † Marian & Ted Gurzynski (Kathy & Ted Gurzynski)                                                                        
  12:00 pm   † Alphonse Pelkowski (Donna Pelkowski & Family) 
 Monday, September • 7 Weekday (Labor Day) 
    8:30 am   † Paul & Elfriede Schwabe (Pamela Benson)                     Note Time Change 
 Tuesday, September • 8 The Nativity Of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
    7:00 am   † James Cyganiak (Wife, Bonnie) 
    6:30 pm     Rosary-Devotions in the Chapel 
 Wednesday, September • 9 St. Peter Claver  
    7:00 am  †  All Souls 
   8:00 am  †  Ralph Wesolowski (Family)  
                        (School Mass-Restricted To School Students & Staff Only)           
     5:00 pm    Confessions                                      
Thursday, September • 10 Weekday  
     7:00 am  † Jaime Solano (Tina Labre & Family) 
     4:30 pm     Eucharistic Adoration  
Friday, September • 11 Weekday 
     7:00 am  † Lisa Dolski (Scott Pares)     
Saturday, September • 12 Weekday 
     3:00 pm     Confessions 
     4:00 pm  † Wayne & Mel (Mary Bell Family) 
     6:00 pm  †  Eddie & Marie Stempski (Family)           
Sunday, September • 13 Twenty-Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
     8:00 am  † Quentin Borucki (Wife, Joan Borucki) 
    10:00 am    For The Parishioners                                            
    12:00 pm † Ben & Gertrude Kelller (Family & Friends) 

Contacts 
Church Building 
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129 
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442 
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824   
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744 
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org 
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org 
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442 
Pastor, Rev. Kevin McManaman…………….fatherkevin@st-alphonsus.org 

eileen@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org 

School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org 
Director Of Facilities, John Campbell johnc@st-alphonsus.org 
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com 

Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence 
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760 
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129 
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road 
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709 
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Pat Kempen………………………  331-5828  
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400 
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755 
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500  
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400 
 Prayer Network 
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please 
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks: 
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507 
St. Patrick (Holly)……………………………………………………...282-0485 
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests. 
  
  

  

Eucharistic Celebrations 
Saturday 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm 
Weekday Monday through Friday 7:00 am 

Sacrament of Baptism 
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 pm and Saturdays 3:00-400 pm in the Chapel 

Anointing of the Sick 
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed 

New Membership 
You can register online at www.st-alphonsus.org or at the Parish Office 
when it reopens. 
  

Wedding Banns 
Please pray for these couples, who are about to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage: 
I, II, III—Manuel Villa & Alejandra Pettis  
         I—Antonio Holman & Marie Bosanac  
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Scripture Readings 
Readings for the week of September 6, 2020 
Sunday:  Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20 
Monday:  1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday:  Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c [Is 61:10]/Mt 1:1-16, \
 18-23 or 1:18-23 
Wednesday:  1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 [11]/Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday:  1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24 [24b]/Lk 6:27-
 38 
Friday:  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12 [2]/Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday:  1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/Lk 6:43-49 
Next Sunday:  Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 
 18:21-35 

Observances for the week of September 6, 2020 
Sunday:  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  Labor Day 
Tuesday: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Wednesday:  St. Peter Claver, Priest 
Thursday: 
Friday:  Patriot Day 
Saturday:  The Most Holy Name of Mary 
Next Sunday: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Grandparents’ Day       ©LPi 

Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint? 

PLEASE NOTE: Confessions will now be heard on  
Wednesdays from 5:00-6:00 p.m. and Saturdays, from  
3:00-4:00 p.m., in the chapel. 

THE PARISH OFFICE IS NOW STAFFED FOR PHONE CALLS  
MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 8:00 AM-4:00 PM AND  

FRIDAY 8:00 AM-1:00 PM.   
THE PARISH OFFICES ARE NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 10:00 AM-2:00 PM AND 

 FRIDAY 10:00 AM-1:00 PM  


