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On the first Sunday
of Advent, the first
purple (or violet)
candle is lit. This is
called the "Prophecy

Candle" and recalls
the prophets,

November 1

particularly Isaiah,
who foretold the
birth of Jesus
Christ. It represents
hope or expectation
of the coming
Messiah.
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A l p h o n s u s

From The Pastor’s Desk
We have entered what will undoubtedly be one of the strangest holiday seasons of our lives. None of us have ever experienced a holiday season in the
midst of a global pandemic. This might serve to only increase the stress that
we normally feel during this month.
There is a way to limit the stress that the holiday season can add to our lives. That is to emphasize
the Advent Season in your and your family’s life. As Christians, we are meant to use these next
weeks in quiet reflection and waiting for the Lord to arrive. While it may be impossible to take the
holiday stress completely away in our life, focusing on Advent is a good way to maintain focus on
the real meaning of this season.
Here are a few Advent suggestions for you:
Have an Advent Wreath displayed in your home in a prominent location. Light the candles every
Sunday. This is the origin of the Advent Wreath by the way. Before it was ever found in a church or
lit during Liturgies, it was a tradition in Catholic homes.
Add some more prayer time into your day or if you do not currently have a regular routine of prayer
every day, consider starting one this Advent. Advent is also a great time for making a visit to the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
-Fr.

Kevin McManaman

2020 Catholic Stewardship Appeal update:
As of October 31, St. Alphonsus has received pledges totaling $94,564 from 491 donors, which is
58% of our Parish goal of $163,000.
There is still time to donate to this year’s Catholic Stewardship Appeal. This yearly appeal kicks off
each February and ends December 31. Our many thanks to those who have graciously pledged
funds so far in this year full of challenges.

-Bill & Mary Kelly, St. Alphonsus 2020 Catholic Stewardship Appeal Co-chairs

1st Sunday of Advent
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

Blessed first Sunday in Advent to each of you!
Advent and Lent are the two penitential seasons of the church year. However, Advent is a season
in anticipation of the birth of Christ in time. Now, what is meant by "the birth of Christ in time"? Our
four Sundays of Advent are not just Sundays in preparation for the birth of a child destined to become the Savior of the nations, but the birth of a child every day in the hearts of every Christian
and the future return of the second coming in time where everything will be taken back by our
God.
In today's Gospel, for some this reading might strike
fear into their hearts: "...perplexed by the roaring of
the sea and the waves. People will die of fright." Even
today, we hear about doomsday sayers professing
the end of the world on a particular date. To be sure,
the end of the world will come! However, we truly do
not know the time. Only God knows when God will
call everything to return to him.
In the final lines of today's Gospel we are told to "be
vigilant at all times and pray that you have the
strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent."
This first Sunday in the season of Advent is a time for
us to joyfully await the coming of Christ for the first
time, at birth; for the second time, into our everyday
lives; and looking forward to the last time when he will
come to take all of creation back to his Father. ©LPi

N o t e s
Help Us Save On Postage
In early December, we will
be mailing an Annual Appeal
pledge card to those parishioners that have not yet
turned one in from our November mailing. Help us
save on postage and turn in
your pledge card today. You
can drop it in the offertory basket, or mail it to
the Parish Office (5960 West Loomis Road,
Greendale, 53129). Thank you for your help
with this!
- Kathy Jaeckels, Director of Finance

Oplatki
This year, because of the increase in Covid
cases, St. Alphonsus Parish will not be offering Oplatki for sale. Please check with the
Polish Center if you would like to have Oplatki
for the Christmas holidays.
Please be advised that there are many
early bulletin deadlines for most December bulletins up until the new year. If you
have any articles that you want printed in
the December bulletins, please drop
them at the Parish Office or email them
to barb@st-alphonsus.org as soon as
you can so you won’t be disappointed.

Parish Calendars
Our Parish Calendars for 2021, made available to us free of charge, through the generosity
of Max Sass and Sons, are available in the
parish library this weekend, November 28/29.
Please stop by and get one after Mass.

Your Attention Please
Because of the recent spike in Covid cases,
there will be no Advent Penance Service this
year. If you would like to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent, confessions are heard every Wednesday at 5:00 p.m.
and every Saturday at 3:00 p.m. You can also
call the Parish Office and make an appointment with one of the priests.

Advertiser of the Week
Catholicmatch
Wisconsin
Catholicmatch.com/WI

Stewardship: Time, Talent & Treasure
Parish Giving Results For
Last Week November 22
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:
July 1, 2020 through November 17, 2020 *
This Past Weekend’s Contributions
This Month’s Contributions (to date)
Last Year Same Month Contributions
(to date)
Budgeted Amount for November

$ 19,253
$ 62,721
$ 91,088
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Please Note
As you can see, our contributions are down significantly from this same time last
year. We are also far short of the budget we established. The Parish and School staff
continue to hold costs down in light of the reduction in income, but there are some unplanned costs this year, such as additional disinfecting solutions and equipment. Please
give what you can as our calendar year comes to a close. We appreciate all you do for
St. Alphonsus Parish. May God bless you and your family this Advent season.
-- Kathy Jaeckels, Director of Finance

$ 132,467

*

Advent Wreath
Question:
What’s the story behind the Advent wreath?
For more detailed information on the Operations Budget
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm.

Year-End Donations
We truly appreciate all of the
year-end donations we receive
from parishioners and visitors
to our Parish but want to share
the guidelines we have to
follow in accepting these toward your 2020 contribution.

The IRS allows individuals to
deduct charitable donations
from their income in the year the donations were
delivered. Gifts delivered in the weekend collections are easily recorded with those dates. When
a donation is mailed, we are required to use the
postmark date to determine when the donation
was made.
The Parish Office will be closed Thursday, December 31, and Friday, January 1. If you will be
dropping off your donation, please stop in on
Wednesday. If it is outside of the normal office
hours, please use the mail slot to the left of the
main doors. Or, you can simply drop your donation into the December 26 or 27 collection, and we
will apply it to your 2020 contribution record.
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of the parish!
-Kathy Jaeckels, Director of Finance

Question Of The Week
Theme: Active waiting
Question for Youth: What is one thing that you
can do this week to help you remember that Jesus
is coming?
Question for Adults: When you’re getting ready
to receive a guest, what are some things you do?
How do you apply this to receiving Christ?

Answer:
Each season in the liturgical calendar comes with its own local
and regional rituals. During the Advent season, wreaths adorn
church sanctuaries and family dining room tables. You may have
said Advent wreath prayers in childhood or taken a turn lighting
the candles. The Advent wreath is full of symbolism about Christ
and his coming at Christmas. The wreath is made of evergreen boughs, reminding us that
the life of grace doesn’t falter with the changing seasons. It always remains fresh and new.
Similarly, a circular wreath reminds us of the eternal, never-ending nature of God’s love.
Candles remind us that Christ is the light of the world, the One who “shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.” We use four candles to represent each week of
Advent. Traditionally they come in the liturgical colors of the season. Purple has historically
represented penance and sacrifice. We see the same color for the season of Lent. On the
third Sunday of Advent, however, we light a rose color. The priest will wear rose vestments
at Mass. This is Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin. On the third Sunday of
Advent, we’re roughly halfway through the season. The Church chooses the midpoint to
remind us to celebrate in the midst of our anticipation! Whatever the color and whatever the
day, the Advent wreath is a beautiful practice to focus our attention on Christ’s coming at
Christmas.
©LPi

Consider Donating A Portion Of Your RMD To
St. Alphonsus Parish
If you are over 70 ½, you are usually required to take a Required Minimum Distribution
(RMD) from your IRA every year (in 2020, because of the pandemic, this requirement has
been waived). Did you know that if you donate all, or a portion, of your RMD directly to
St. Alphonsus your contribution could be tax-free, and not considered as income,
regardless of whether you itemize or take the standard deduction? This is known as a
Qualified Charitable Contribution and allows you to make a charitable contribution directly
from your IRA. You can fulfill all or a part of your annual pledge to the parish, while possibly
limiting your tax liability.
2 Easy Steps:
Contact your investment advisor and provide them with our name and address
(St. Alphonsus Parish, 5960 West Loomis Road, Greendale, 53129), our EIN
39-0850860, and the amount you would like to contribute.
Contact me at the Parish Office and provide your name, the name of your investment firm, and the amount of your donation. I will watch for the check and make
sure your contribution is recorded against your pledge. You can reach me at
414-421-2442 x209 or kathyj@st-alphonsus.org.
Read more about this by entering Forbes The Best Way to Handle Required Minimum Distribution in your internet search field. Please consult your tax advisor or financial planner to
discuss your specific tax situation. Thank you for your support of St. Alphonsus Parish!
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P a s t o r a l
Everything around us screams "Christmas is upon us!" and urges us
to get caught up in the merry celebration.
But the Church sets apart this season of preparation, of reflection, of
making ready. Our hearts must answer back, "No, not yet. I have
work to do, and God will not be fooled."
So when Scripture speaks of preparing the way, of flattening mountains and filling valleys, we come to realize... what it's calling us to do
is to make all this world a fitting place for God to dwell. That is the
task of Advent. Removing the barriers that separate us from each
other, that hold God at a distance. Christ’s Day is coming; we must
be ready. And while we may not be able to open our doors to each
other as we desire, we can readily open our hearts.
We are in Cycle B in the liturgical calendar which means we will hear
the Gospel of Mark proclaimed throughout 2021. As we begin this
liturgical year with the season of Advent, our “Call to Worship” will
focus on “Come, Lord Come, Emmanuel.”

S h a r i n g s
spray and disinfect the church after Sunday Masses. Please e-mail
me at the parish office, terry@st-alphonsus.org. It takes very little
time to spray, but the help is much needed, especially for Christmas.
To help you plan, the Masses with limited music for Christmas will be
at 4:00 p.m., Christmas Eve; 9:00 p.m., Christmas Eve, and
9:00 a.m., Christmas morning. All other Masses will not have music.
Unfortunately, there will be no choirs at any Masses. Mass on Christmas will be different for all of us, but we look forward to the day when
we welcome back all the music makers in our parish.
Let us pray that the Promised Savior lights our way as we approach
the new year. Everyone in our Saint Alphonsus Parish family is
missed, and we hope that Mary’s son brings freedom to all of our
hearts.

-Terry Piontkowski,
Director of Liturgy and Music

Because of the pandemic, we will not be selling the Oplatki Polish
Wafers. If you use them for your Christmas traditions, you can purchase them at the Polish Center or the Polish World Market at the
corner of Grange and 76th street.
Decorating the church for Christmas will take place on Sunday, December 13, and again on Sunday, December 20, after the 12:00
noon Mass. Help is always needed; please consider joining us.
As we move into 2021, I ask that you consider helping out in a liturgical ministry. We are extremely short on Ushers, Cross Bearers,
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, and young men or women to help

Y o u t h
The Giving Tree–
Christmas 2020
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, there will be no
Giving Tree this year.
Instead, we invite you to consider “Christmas Giving”…consider online or mailed donations to a
charity of your choice: the Community Meal Program, St. Vincent De Paul Society, Food Pantry,
Archdiocesan Coronavirus Emergency Fund
(www.archmil.org), and others. Thank you for your
support!

Winter Storm Closings
Since winter will soon be making an appearance,
we are reminding you of our guidelines for cancellation of Mass due to severe weather conditions.
Every effort will be made to have weekend Masses, however, in the event of severe weather,
please check the media for cancellations.
If St. Alphonsus School is closed due to severe
weather, there will be NO DAILY MASS. Please
check the media for school closings. The Parish
Office, however, will be open.

&

S c h o o l

N o t e s

School Scene
The second graders at St. Alphonsus are hard
at work improving their writing skills. After
learning the parts of a letter, they wrote Veteran's Day cards to a 96 year old WWII vet and one to a current service member. As Thanksgiving approaches, they are writing an

opinion piece titled "If I were a talking turkey..." Second grade
writing is gobbling good!

School Closed
Saint Alphonsus School is now closed for in-person learning, and will remain closed until
January 4, 2021. As a result, there will be no Wednesday 8:00 a.m. School Masses until
2021. Also, please look for the School Scene to resume in our weekly bulletin, after that
time.

Please Note New Date and Format!
Thursday December 10, 9:00-10:30 a. m.

“Priest, Prophet, King”

Virtual Presentation – By Zoom
With Sr. Eileen Kazmierowicz, D. Min

Jesus is the Anointed One – The ultimate priest, prophet and king foreshadowed throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. Join us this Advent! We’ll use Bishop Barron’s DVD Scripturebased Program. We’ll reflect and be engaged in heartfelt discussion. We’ll send a Zoom
link out by December 9, to all who have registered. Register by November 30, at
holly@st-alphonsus.org, or call 421-2442 x 225. No Fee.
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St. Alphonsus Directory and Calendars

Contacts
Church Building
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442
Pastor, Rev. Kevin McManaman…………….fatherkevin@st-alphonsus.org
2
eileen@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org
School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org
Director Of Facilities, John Campbell
johnc@st-alphonsus.org
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com
Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Pat Kempen……………………… 331-5828
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400

Prayer Network
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks:
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507
St. Patrick (Holly)……………………………………………………...282-0485

PRIOR TO VISITING, PLEASE CALL
THE PARISH OFFICE TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT AT 414-421-2442
Mass Intentions
Saturday, November • 28 Weekday
4:00 pm † Bonnie Hildebrand (Zawadzki Family)
6:00 pm † Kim Phillippi (Bob Phillippi & Family)
Sunday, November • 29 First Sunday Of Advent
8:00 am † Anthony Burbach (Relatives & Friends)
10:00 am For The Parishioners
† Patrick Wagner (Mom & Dad)
12:00 pm † Julie Busch (Chicantek Family)
Monday, November • 30 St. Andrew
7:00 am † Ed & Jean Szews (Karen Szews)
Tuesday, December • 1 Advent Weekday
7:00 am † Deceased Members Of The Kotlowski Family (Kotlowski Family)
6:30 pm
Rosary-Devotions In Church
Wednesday, December • 2 Advent Weekday
7:00 am † Richard Krysiak (Son)
5:00 pm
Confessions
Thursday, December • 3 St. Francis Xavier
7:00 am † John, Genevieve, Bob & Judy Donaj (Jerry & Kathy Wicihowski)
4:30 pm
Eucharistic Adoration
Friday, December • 4 Advent Weekday
7:00 am † Ed Szews (Karen Szews)
Saturday, December • 5 Advent Weekday
3:00 pm Confessions
4:00 pm † Teddie Zawadzki (Family & Friends)
6:00 pm † Mark Peterson (Family)
Sunday, December • 6 Second Sunday Of Advent
8:00 am † James Dapp (Family)
10:00 am
For The Parishioners
† Terry Knier (Mom & Dad)
12:00 pm † Ferdinand Wesolowski (Borucki Family)

The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests.
Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint?

Eucharistic Celebrations
Saturday 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm
Weekday Monday through Friday 7:00 am

Sacrament of Baptism
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Advent begins each year on
the Sunday closest to November 30th, which is the feast
day of St. Andrew the Apostle.

Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 pm and Saturdays 3:00-400 pm in the Chapel

Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed

New Membership
You can register online at www.st-alphonsus.org or at the Parish Office
when it reopens.
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS/FACE COVERINGS MUST BE
WORN AT ALL MASSES. THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN MASK MANDATE THAT IS
CURRENTLY IN EFFECT.

Tear Along Perforated Line

