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Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new
The creation. The old has
passed away; bel'lold, the
new has come.

Baptism 7, g

Of The
Lord

May God’s peace be upon
you and remain with you
throughout the year.

Baptism Of The Lord A Janua




St. Alphonsus Notes

From The Pastor o0s

This Sunday we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord. This is the final
the Christmas Season, and it is a reminder of the importance of Bag ! ¢
life. Jesus did not need to be baptized since he was born without O thank you to the parish family of St. Alphonsu
However, by being baptized himself, he reminds us of how importa . for your kind words and thoughts over the
Eternal life begins at Baptism. Christmas holidays. Your words of apprecia-

This is a great opportunity to remind ourselves about the Sacraments. Whenever | hold a satE:?errl%gl ﬂlng thg Church degor and having
prep session (for any of the sacraments), | always ask those in attendance what a sacrame WG e Christmas I|turg|§s.blessed my
am always a bit surprised at how few Catholics know the correct answer. Most have an inkliig@ftf/€n though we were limited on how
definition, but candt quite get to its cdHguMesicaveeodlddoytwasadahor offoy
ing the last few decades in the Church in this country. | would like to begin a series of bulletfR’cHfuFRrRffer what music we were able. | mis
on the Sacraments (I will pause when | have info to share or other announcements as they Ri§igh&@eand musicians, but I know they are
up). safe and are hoping to be back soon. If you

The best place to begin is with the definition of a Sacrament. This definition is easily memor?z(gcllc.%ég%-cmsmas tree on the choir risers,

ramenti®A t angi bl e Sign given to us Ibeytﬁlsastmrseefﬁhtc lﬂgbbneircatqfe thrl”g .%#
down just a little bit: was placed on the tree so they would be wi
) ) ) ) _ _ us all in spirit.
A tangible SignAll seven sacraments use signs. Signs point to a reality larger than themselves. . .
Signs used in the Sacraments are natural things (i.e. water, food, oil gestures). | N0Se who decorated the church gave it their
all. We felt that having the nativity back in

% especially this year, was very needed

A Great Big Thank You

I would like to take this opportunity to say

Given to us by Jesu$hrough Sacred Scripture AND Sacred Tradition. Here are some e
of Scripture references to the Sacraments: Baptism: MT 28:19; Eucharist: JN 6; Ma\t'f'rﬁ%?{kyeach and every person who gave up

MK 10:8; Anointing of the Sick: Jamed.5:13 one or two Sundays to offer their gift of time

To Communicate Grace Gr ace i s the freely given, amdeatentnTeey) are henbkst.s er ved ¢

in our life. This is the reality the Sacramental signs point to. . .
Thank you to all of you, our parish family, for
All of the Sacraments are profound realities in which the freely given, unearned, and undesejapehaiedheautiful community you are at St.

Godds love is made known to us and even CGalpRoRste We ptay that Wi haé the safést

and months. and most blessed new year. God bless you al
) -Terry, Director of Liturgy and Music
-Fr. Kevin
Saint Al phons
The Baptism Of The Lord Group
We need history. We need it in order to understand ourselves, personally and collectively. fhe pieceggf A | 5 -l-

moments of our lives, but they are ours. We have to acknowledge, remember, accept, and g gﬁﬂhay of the month
them. We cannot forget them or pretend that they never existed. As horrible as the atrocitie o !

like Auschwitz, brutal injustices committed throughout the human journey, or persenal painfulexper .

iences in our own stories, we need to remember. These times when humanity in general or(%}egﬁgeaﬁe note the followi lnlStFy
particular have lost their way are times that need to be reconciled and redeemed. ges:

If we lose the memories, we will make the same mistakes again. The human soul needs a étrlg\"ﬁ%ﬁggr the 8:00 a.m. Mass. We will not
of affirmation, direction, and clear purpose. Without these essentials, we will easily run amuckP&r@P'€ 1O sit together. _
repeat the sins of our past. Godos voice 2tMesttnihg RoARD Mepling Ropm.\as this
reminded through the voices and example of many prophets and witnesses not to make the switleaHqu for social distancing.

takes again, come back to center, discover the purpose given to us by God, maintain a sende 9P J? coffee.

direction, seek healing for wounds and be reconciled to our Creator. All are welcome.

Baptism is so incredibly important for the salvation of humankind, not only eternally but here and now.
Our existence depends upon it. It gives us the affirmation we need from God by gifting us yithrthe-same
intimate relationship Jesus had with the Father. We are blessed with the direction and cledr pugpose we, -

need in order to be productive stewards and faithful Christians. Baptism calls us to remem )erAésMﬁ, ruser Of the Week
and deal with the sins and inequities of our past regardless of how hurtful and serious. We|consciously A” -Star
choose to turn away from them and put on the new life of Christ. To do this well, we must Ipok hard and )

long at our sins and failings, listen to what they are saying and learn from them. If we ignore the past, 6100 W. Mitchell
collectively or personally, or pretend that it never happened, we will never grow. We will surely die.  \West Allis 53214

People need to hear the message, lived and spoken, delivered by the baptized members of tHEIRERE® 51926 FAX: 4B212055
Christ. It is an essential message of hope that is layered with visions of justice, peace, rec nc”iati%ww.alIstarsportswear.biz
redemption, blessing, and healing. It is a message that helps us remember what has gone befor%

graces and the sins, and bring ourselves| by agry@sllgsmﬁsg(?r}?wwp'?e v

more than sit home behind our closed doors. We have a message to deliver. Are we reiady to do so? Adam StikéParishioner

0s s G
our histories may not have always been the most positive, honest, exemplary, dignified, prodg,anfRgsts meeting on tt %
/
ng being Januar ens




Stewardship:

Parish Giving Results

Envelope and Offertory Contributions:

July 1, 2020 through December 29, 2020 *
This Past Weekend® H59,ZTdDntr

(includes Decemberl@re Contributions)
Christmas Masses $ 21,727
This Mont hdés
Last Year Same Month Contributions $ 207,782

(to date)

Budgeted Amount for December $ 210,493

*Qur parish’s fiscal year runs from July 1, 2020, to
June 30, 2021.

“*The total fiscal year contributions needed from enve-
lopes and offertory collections to support parish operat-
ing expenses are $1,513,500.

~ g7 .
For more detailed information on the Operations BudgeLaUdatO SV P ral s e

and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at
www.salphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm.

Thank you to those making additional year
end gifts to help us cover our operating
costs!

Contributions Year-to-Date
December 2020
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St. Alphonsus Food Pantry

Extra thanks to all for your
enerosity over thaidays!

e fod  generesy ,

l  Poniy

g Needs

We will use donated money to
77

purchase food this month, and
we request nédood items
instead for our collection on
January 30/31, including: laun-
dry soap, dish soap, bath
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand sanitizer,
deodorant, shampoo, razors, shaving cream,
Kleenex, paper towels, and toilet paper. Thank
you!

Look for future bulletin updates for specific food

items to bring. If you have any questions, please

contact the Food Pantry ab424400.

Food Pantry collection dates for 2021 are as fol-

lows:

January 381; February 28; MarcB021;
April 2485; May 280; June 120; July 225;
August 222; September-26; October 31;
November 28 and December11B

Cont $21b2 i onGo g peldarteadi ng

Time, Talent & Treasure

Do you or someone you know injour ¢
Food ass-icatdndcde fodDUH4Hp@a0Mtry 414
Ot her as=sciasltlan2clel, for the St. [Vince

A Stewardship Moment

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: On this first weekend after the Feast of the Epiphal
reminds us of Jesuso6 b:
Jesus. Jesusd6 baptism is a reminder t|
baptized, just as we are. He shares in our humanity. Good stewards recognize that t
tisms call them to conform their dail)
did. Through their baptism, they have been given the necessary gifts to share with o
new creation that Christ brings. The stewardship question is whether we can recogni
own baptismal gifts, and like Jesus, use those gifts to bring the hope of Christ to the
others.

Be T-
Happy New Year from the Care For Creation Committee. We 35
keep everyone in our prayers. The -COpéDdemic has been rot=
loved ones lost, businesses struggling, families not being able
together, and yes, our environment has been affected.

We would like to offer food for thought for the new year. Many of us have been helpi
taurants by ordering takefood. This has created an increase in the use of disposable
containers. More Styrofoam, plastic and unsustainable products are being thrown ou
and rubber gloves are being tossed onto the pavement of parking lots.

Instead, bring your own containers to restaurants for leftovers if dining in. Encourage
rants to change to cardboard or recyclable containers. Throw your masks or rubber ¢
into your trash bin. Combine errands to save fuel.

We can still do our part. Look for our periodic environmental tips in 2021!

Mark Your 2021 Calendars!

Wedre pleased to announce some
in the New Year. Some events wifidrsam; some will be virtual experi-
ences. Detailed information and registration will take place in early Jan

A

Hereds a glimpse of some the hap
JanFeb, Fr. Kevin Mc Manaman, Small Group Centedriée ohzisci
evenings, virtual pleship
Feb. 15, 9:00 a.m.Cory Erickspit The St ory of Our FIl ago

Feb. 16Mar. 23, Lenten Small Faith Communiiesial and-person, day &

6 weeks evening groups

Feb. 23 & Mar. 23Guest PresentefisT e r r i f intcenfTuesdays o0

7:00 p.m.

Mar. éviar. 10 Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero, OFM, Lenten Parish Mission,

weekend eveningdViasses/special sessions

April 13, 7:00 p.m.Dr. Ed Block, Book DiscusSiteady Marianne Robinson

April 20, 7:00 p.m.Jessica Michna, Living Histérisha r y Ann B
Nati ondo

ckerd

Outreach Collection

The third Sunday of each month, excluding the months of Christmas and Easter, ha
set aside as Outreach Sunday by the Pastoral Council. All loose monies and checks
out to St. Alphonsus Outreach Program will be given to the charity selected by the C
Committee for that month. For January, the Outreach Committee has chosen the S¢
Mission Warehouse. A collection will be taken up next weekend, January 16/17, to
port this worthy cause. Please be as generous as you can.



Pastoral Sharings

Hard to believe Christian Formation families, catechists, and CF officd by that will (not the will of God), we have been made holy thro
team are in our second semester of tH202Q2¥hool year! All the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Eteisews 10:10).

classes remain virtual, with the exception of our second graders r 8li,l\ﬁh Week of Lent (3tT821) The Cross is prophetic.

ing the sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharist. Our catechists V8 was our weaknesses he carried: it was our sorrows that weig
done a phe.”ome!"a' job in staying the course providing meaningfuhim down. And we thought his trouble's were a punishment from G
prayerful discussion Zoom sessions. punishment for his own sins! But he was pierced for our rebellion,
In order to prepare for the second half of the school year, Holly Fetiarshed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He wa:
Christine Gozdowiak, and | stuffed over 250 family envelopes in Debgmped so we could be héaidh 53:8).

ber. They were filled with chapter lessons, activities, and workshe Sth Week of Lent (3/2128) The Cross is final.

We also included a service opportunity of decorating, personalizing,o%gmy gaze at the Cross and yet hold on to past hurt, pain, and
sharing Valentineb6s Day <cards BN gy I ByS@RMALE Tbheid H:gé]t&k’ §7tOU
Manor. The hope is to lift their spirits with a greeting, prayer, and tg |8t o, his. The debt is paid. Logk to the Cross and receive your s

them know someone is thinking jgBddbherl %&G&d?he%?ﬁdrtﬁyﬁhanPySuofo? thertiol

one is encouraged to participate. Please drop off the cards in the Amen

slot at the Parish Ministry Center by February 10. Lastly, we provided an

ongoing Lenten activity to help families stay centered in their faith BasterButterfly

strengthen their relationship with Jesus. We focused on the Cross Hi@|Butterfly is one of the significant symbols of Easter. Its whole |

connected scripture readings for the families to read together: ~ cycle is meant to symbolize the life of Jesus Christ. The first stage,
the caterpillar, which stands for His life on Earth. The second phas

. begins from the cocoon stage, portraying the crucifixion and burial
ing) Jesus. The third and final stage is the butterfly, representing His ra
Ash Wednesday 2/1The ashes that we receive at Mass are a from the dead in a glorified body and peace.

reminder of our own sinfulness, leaving them on our foreheads all lnlidéyys://www.theholidayspot.com/easter/easter_symbols.htm

as a sign of humility. Please complete the kit and read togetine8:3.6
First Week of Lent (2/228) The Cross means love.

Christ died for sinners. He died for people who had lost their way.
did not die because it was forced upon him. It was a choice. A chom

made in_IovE’Jeas_e read together: Romans 5:8. . and ask for his grace. | want to take this opportunity to thank every
Jesus still loves sinners. He came and gave his life for them. The e Fir perseverance, understanding, and commitment to the edu

sage of the Cross remains a gift of love to those undeserving. AbOtY(‘?n%I 'ministry at St. Alphonsus. RegistrationZ0220@1 be
the Cross is love. coming soon . .

Family Lenten ActivitySand Cross (purchased at Oriental Trad-

uring these difficult times, we have to continue to pray and stay c
fed in both our faith and community. Praise God and be thankful
& blessings he has given us, continue to share our Light with oth

Second Week of Lent (3/T) The Cross is personal. Please check out the Jesse Trees our Christian Formation families

Jesus digd SO th?t he C_OUId know you. It was pézaseakad pleted during Advent: https://walphsinsus.org/faithmation/
together: Philippians 3:10 faithformation.cfm

Third Week of Lent (3/814) The Cross is willful humility. - Julie Lobitz. Director of
Christoés death was an act of his wildl He wi .e his fl esh,
emotions to die on the CRIs®se read togetHhilippians 287 Christian Formation

Live The Liturgy

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

We carry a greater depth e¢@efifdence and chance of succeeding

when we have affirmation, a sense of direction and clear purpose in life.

Each of these serve to provide our lives with meaning, allowing us to clear-

ly establish priorities and goals. They also are necessary for integrity,

which is the conviction and single mindedness that keeps us grounded in

the truth of whowe @& ou ar e my bel oved Son, with you I am well
pl ealesdustd baptism provides him with exactly what he needs
about the business of his mission as the Son of God. He is given what he

needs to be successful in fulfilling the purpose for which he was sent. Our

baptisms give us these same gifts. We receive the affirmation we need

from God, knowing that we are one of his beloved daughters and sons. We

are gifted with the direction and clear purpose we need in order to be pro-

ductive stewards and faithful Christians. Are we ready and willing to

answer the call?


https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/passage/?q=isaiah+53:4-5
https://www.theholidayspot.com/easter/easter_symbols.htm

