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A l p h o n s u s

From The Pastor’s Desk
This Sunday we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord. This is the final celebration of
the Christmas Season, and it is a reminder of the importance of Baptism in our
life. Jesus did not need to be baptized since he was born without Original Sin.
However, by being baptized himself, he reminds us of how important this is to us.
Eternal life begins at Baptism.
This is a great opportunity to remind ourselves about the Sacraments. Whenever I hold a sacramental
prep session (for any of the sacraments), I always ask those in attendance what a sacrament is, and I
am always a bit surprised at how few Catholics know the correct answer. Most have an inkling of the
definition, but can’t quite get to its complete definition. This speaks to the breakdown in catechesis during the last few decades in the Church in this country. I would like to begin a series of bulletin columns
on the Sacraments (I will pause when I have info to share or other announcements as they might come
up).
The best place to begin is with the definition of a Sacrament. This definition is easily memorized. A Sacrament is: “A tangible Sign given to us by Jesus to communicate his Grace to us.” Let’s break that
down just a little bit:
A tangible Sign: All seven sacraments use signs. Signs point to a reality larger than themselves.
Signs used in the Sacraments are natural things (i.e. water, food, oil gestures).
Given to us by Jesus: Through Sacred Scripture AND Sacred Tradition. Here are some examples
of Scripture references to the Sacraments: Baptism: MT 28:19; Eucharist: JN 6; Matrimony:
MK 10:6-9; Anointing of the Sick: James 5:13-15
To Communicate Grace: Grace is the freely given, unearned, undeserved gift of God’s love active
in our life. This is the reality the Sacramental signs point to.
All of the Sacraments are profound realities in which the freely given, unearned, and undeserved gift of
God’s love is made known to us and even changes us! We will unpack this reality in the next few weeks
and months.

-Fr. Kevin

The Baptism Of The Lord
We need history. We need it in order to understand ourselves, personally and collectively. The pieces of
our histories may not have always been the most positive, honest, exemplary, dignified, proud and best
moments of our lives, but they are ours. We have to acknowledge, remember, accept, and often heal
them. We cannot forget them or pretend that they never existed. As horrible as the atrocities of events
like Auschwitz, brutal injustices committed throughout the human journey, or personal painful experiences in our own stories, we need to remember. These times when humanity in general or people in
particular have lost their way are times that need to be reconciled and redeemed.
If we lose the memories, we will make the same mistakes again. The human soul needs a strong sense
of affirmation, direction, and clear purpose. Without these essentials, we will easily run amuck and
repeat the sins of our past. God’s voice throughout history has spoken precisely about this! We are
reminded through the voices and example of many prophets and witnesses not to make the same mistakes again, come back to center, discover the purpose given to us by God, maintain a sense of proper
direction, seek healing for wounds and be reconciled to our Creator.
Baptism is so incredibly important for the salvation of humankind, not only eternally but here and now.
Our existence depends upon it. It gives us the affirmation we need from God by gifting us with the same
intimate relationship Jesus had with the Father. We are blessed with the direction and clear purpose we
need in order to be productive stewards and faithful Christians. Baptism calls us to remember, accept,
and deal with the sins and inequities of our past regardless of how hurtful and serious. We consciously
choose to turn away from them and put on the new life of Christ. To do this well, we must look hard and
long at our sins and failings, listen to what they are saying and learn from them. If we ignore the past,
collectively or personally, or pretend that it never happened, we will never grow. We will surely die.
People need to hear the message, lived and spoken, delivered by the baptized members of the Body of
Christ. It is an essential message of hope that is layered with visions of justice, peace, reconciliation,
redemption, blessing, and healing. It is a message that helps us remember what has gone before, the
graces and the sins, and bring ourselves by God’s help where we need to be. We are called to do much
more than sit home behind our closed doors. We have a message to deliver. Are we ready to do so? LPi

N o t e s
A Great Big Thank You
I would like to take this opportunity to say
thank you to the parish family of St. Alphonsus
for your kind words and thoughts over the
Christmas holidays. Your words of appreciation regarding the church décor and having
music at the Christmas liturgies blessed my
heart. Even though we were limited on how
much music we could do, it was a labor of love
for us to offer what music we were able. I miss
our choirs and musicians, but I know they are
safe and are hoping to be back soon. If you
noticed the Christmas tree on the choir risers,
each member of the Music Ministry’s picture
was placed on the tree so they would be with
us all in spirit.
Those who decorated the church gave it their
all. We felt that having the nativity back in
church, especially this year, was very needed.
I thank each and every person who gave up
one or two Sundays to offer their gift of time
and talent. They are the best.
Thank you to all of you, our parish family, for
being the beautiful community you are at St.
Alphonsus. We pray that you have the safest
and most blessed new year. God bless you all.
-Terry, Director of Liturgy and Music

Saint Alphonsus Men’s
Group
The St. Al’s Men’s Group, Men
For Christ, is meeting on the
third Sunday of the month, the
next meeting being January
17. Please note the following
changes:
1. Meet after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. We will not
be able to sit together.
2. Meet in the Fr. Alan Meeting Room, as this
will allow for social distancing.
3. Sorry, no coffee.

All are welcome.

Advertiser of the Week
All-Star
6100 W. Mitchell
West Allis 53214
414-321-1926 FAX: 414-321-2055
www.allstarsportswear.biz
adam@allstarsportswear.biz
Adam Stikel—Parishioner

Stewardship: Time, Talent & Treasure
Parish Giving Results
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:
July 1, 2020 through December 29, 2020 *
This Past Weekend’s Contributions
(includes December On-Line Contributions)
Christmas Masses
This Month’s Contributions (to date)
Last Year Same Month Contributions
(to date)
Budgeted Amount for December
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Do you or someone you know in our community need help?
Food assistance - call the food pantry 414-514-4400
Other assistance - call 211 for the St. Vincent de Paul Society

$ 59,272

A Stewardship Moment

$ 21,727
$ 217,702
$ 207,782

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: On this first weekend after the Feast of the Epiphany, the
Gospel reading reminds us of Jesus’ baptism. It gives meaning to our own baptism into Christ
Jesus. Jesus’ baptism is a reminder that he is not only our Lord but also our brother. He was
baptized, just as we are. He shares in our humanity. Good stewards recognize that their baptisms call them to conform their daily lives to Jesus’ teachings and to live their lives as Jesus
did. Through their baptism, they have been given the necessary gifts to share with others the
new creation that Christ brings. The stewardship question is whether we can recognize our
own baptismal gifts, and like Jesus, use those gifts to bring the hope of Christ to the lives of
others.

$ 210,493

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm.

Thank you to those making additional yearend gifts to help us cover our operating
costs!

Laudato Si—"Praise Be To You.”
Happy New Year from the Care For Creation Committee. We continue to
keep everyone in our prayers. The COVID-19 pandemic has been rough:
loved ones lost, businesses struggling, families not being able to get
together, and yes, our environment has been affected.
We would like to offer food for thought for the new year. Many of us have been helping restaurants by ordering take-out food. This has created an increase in the use of disposable
containers. More Styrofoam, plastic and unsustainable products are being thrown out. Masks
and rubber gloves are being tossed onto the pavement of parking lots.
Instead, bring your own containers to restaurants for leftovers if dining in. Encourage restaurants to change to cardboard or recyclable containers. Throw your masks or rubber gloves
into your trash bin. Combine errands to save fuel.
We can still do our part. Look for our periodic environmental tips in 2021!

Mark Your 2021 Calendars!

St. Alphonsus Food Pantry
Extra thanks to all for your
generosity over the holidays!
We will use donated money to
purchase food this month, and
we request non-food items
instead for our collection on
January 30/31, including: laundry soap, dish soap, bath
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand sanitizer,
deodorant, shampoo, razors, shaving cream,
Kleenex, paper towels, and toilet paper. Thank
you!
Look for future bulletin updates for specific food
items to bring. If you have any questions, please
contact the Food Pantry at 414-514-4400.
Food Pantry collection dates for 2021 are as follows:
January 30-31; February 27-28; March 20-21;
April 24-25; May 29-30; June 19-20; July 24-25;
August 21-22; September 25-26; October 30-31;
November 27-28 and December 18-19.

We’re pleased to announce some Adult Formation Events that will take place
in the New Year. Some events will be in-person; some will be virtual experiences. Detailed information and registration will take place in early January.
Here’s a glimpse of some the happenings:
Jan-Feb,
evenings, virtual
Feb. 15, 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 16– Mar. 23,
6 weeks
Feb. 23 & Mar. 23,
7:00 p.m.
Mar. 6-Mar. 10
weekend evenings
April 13, 7:00 p.m.
April 20, 7:00 p.m.

Fr. Kevin Mc Manaman, Small Group Centered on a Life of Discipleship
Cory Erickson, “The Story of Our Flag”
Lenten Small Faith Communities – virtual and in-person, day &
evening groups
Guest Presenters, “Terrific Tuesdays” in Lent

Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero, OFM, Lenten Parish Mission,
Masses/special sessions
Dr. Ed Block, Book Discussion, Gilead by Marianne Robinson
Jessica Michna, Living Historian, “Mary Ann Bickerdyke, ‘To Heal A
Nation’”

Outreach Collection
The third Sunday of each month, excluding the months of Christmas and Easter, has been
set aside as Outreach Sunday by the Pastoral Council. All loose monies and checks made
out to St. Alphonsus Outreach Program will be given to the charity selected by the Outreach
Committee for that month. For January, the Outreach Committee has chosen the Salvatorian
Mission Warehouse. A collection will be taken up next weekend, January 16/17, to help support this worthy cause. Please be as generous as you can.
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P a s t o r a l

Hard to believe Christian Formation families, catechists, and CF office
team are in our second semester of the 2020-2021 school year! All
classes remain virtual, with the exception of our second graders receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharist. Our catechists have
done a phenomenal job in staying the course providing meaningful,
prayerful discussion Zoom sessions.
In order to prepare for the second half of the school year, Holly Feller,
Christine Gozdowiak, and I stuffed over 250 family envelopes in December. They were filled with chapter lessons, activities, and worksheets.
We also included a service opportunity of decorating, personalizing, and
sharing Valentine’s Day cards with the senior residents at Clement
Manor. The hope is to lift their spirits with a greeting, prayer, and to let
them know someone is thinking about them on Valentine’s Day. Everyone is encouraged to participate. Please drop off the cards in the mail
slot at the Parish Ministry Center by February 10. Lastly, we provided an
on-going Lenten activity to help families stay centered in their faith and
strengthen their relationship with Jesus. We focused on the Cross and
connected scripture readings for the families to read together:
Family Lenten Activity: Sand Cross (purchased at Oriental Trading)
Ash Wednesday 2/17 - The ashes that we receive at Mass are a
reminder of our own sinfulness, leaving them on our foreheads all day
as a sign of humility.

S h a r i n g s
And by that will (not the will of God), we have been made holy through
the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ: (Hebrews 10:10).
Fourth Week of Lent (3/15 - 3/21) The Cross is prophetic.
Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed
him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a
punishment for his own sins! But he was pierced for our rebellion,
crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was
whipped so we could be healed (Isaiah 53:4-5).
Fifth Week of Lent (3/22-3/28) The Cross is final.
So many gaze at the Cross and yet hold on to past hurt, pain, and problems. They don’t belong on your back any longer – Jesus has taken
them on his. The debt is paid. Look to the Cross and receive your salvation. Redeemer, Lamb of God, he is worthy. Thank you for the Cross,
Lord. Amen
Easter: Butterfly
The Butterfly is one of the significant symbols of Easter. Its whole life
cycle is meant to symbolize the life of Jesus Christ. The first stage, is
the caterpillar, which stands for His life on Earth. The second phase
begins from the cocoon stage, portraying the crucifixion and burial of
Jesus. The third and final stage is the butterfly, representing His raising
from the dead in a glorified body and peace.
https://www.theholidayspot.com/easter/easter_symbols.htm
Please complete the kit and read together: John 3:3-16

First Week of Lent (2/22-2/28) The Cross means love.
Christ died for sinners. He died for people who had lost their way. He
did not die because it was forced upon him. It was a choice. A choice
made in love. Please read together: Romans 5:8
Jesus still loves sinners. He came and gave his life for them. The message of the Cross remains a gift of love to those undeserving. Above all,
the Cross is love.

During these difficult times, we have to continue to pray and stay centered in both our faith and community. Praise God and be thankful for
the blessings he has given us, continue to share our Light with others,
and ask for his grace. I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone
for their perseverance, understanding, and commitment to the educational ministry at St. Alphonsus. Registration for 2021-2022 will be
coming soon.

Second Week of Lent (3/1-3/7) The Cross is personal.
Jesus died so that he could know you. It was personal. Please read
together: Philippians 3:10

Please check out the Jesse Trees our Christian Formation families completed during Advent: https://www.st-alphonsus.org/faith-formation/
faithformation.cfm

Third Week of Lent (3/8 - 3/14) The Cross is willful humility.
Christ’s death was an act of his will. He willed his flesh, mind, and
emotions to die on the Cross. Please read together: Philippians 2:7-8

L i v e

T h e

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

We carry a greater depth of self-confidence and chance of succeeding
when we have affirmation, a sense of direction and clear purpose in life.
Each of these serve to provide our lives with meaning, allowing us to clearly establish priorities and goals. They also are necessary for integrity,
which is the conviction and single mindedness that keeps us grounded in
the truth of who we are. “You are my beloved Son, with you I am well
pleased.” Jesus’ baptism provides him with exactly what he needs to get
about the business of his mission as the Son of God. He is given what he
needs to be successful in fulfilling the purpose for which he was sent. Our
baptisms give us these same gifts. We receive the affirmation we need
from God, knowing that we are one of his beloved daughters and sons. We
are gifted with the direction and clear purpose we need in order to be productive stewards and faithful Christians. Are we ready and willing to
answer the call?

-Julie Lobitz, Director of
Christian Formation

L i t u r g y
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St. Alphonsus Directory and Calendars

Contacts
Church Building
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442
Pastor, Rev. Kevin McManaman…………….fatherkevin@st-alphonsus.org
2
eileen@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org
School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org
Director Of Facilities, John Campbell
johnc@st-alphonsus.org
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com
Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Pat Kempen……………………… 331-5828
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400
Prayer Network
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks:
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507
St. Patrick (Holly)……………………………………………………...282-0485
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests.
Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint?

Eucharistic Celebrations
Saturday 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm
Weekday Monday through Friday 7:00 am

Sacrament of Baptism
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 pm and Saturdays 3:00-400 pm in the Chapel

Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed

New Membership
You can register online at www.st-alphonsus.org or at the Parish Office
when it reopens.
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS/FACE COVERINGS MUST BE
WORN AT ALL MASSES. THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN MASK MANDATE THAT IS
CURRENTLY IN EFFECT.

PRIOR TO VISITING PLEASE CALL
THE PARISH OFFICE TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT AT 414-421-2442
Mass Intentions
Saturday, January • 9 Christmas Weekday
4:00 pm † Lucille Temby (Zillmer Family)
6:00 pm † Rose Noll (Ray Noll)
Sunday, January • 10 Baptism Of The Lord
8:00 am † Ferdinand Weselowski (Bourka Family)
10:00 am For The Parishioners
† Beatrice & Henry Dapp (Family)
12:00 pm Intention Of Linda Pelzek (Dave Pelzek)
Monday, January • 11 Weekday (First Week Of Christmas Time)
7:00 am † James Weber (Mom, Faythe)
Tuesday, January • 12 Weekday
7:00 am † Russell Flayer Sr. (Flayer Family)
6:30 pm Rosary-Devotions In Church
Wednesday, January • 13 Weekday
7:00 am Intention Of Linda Pelzek (Dave Pelzek)
8:00 am † All Souls (School Only)
5:00 pm Confessions
Thursday, January • 14 Weekday
7:00 am † Cy & Bern Nettesheim (Ray Noll)
4:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration
Friday, January • 15 Weekday
7:00 am † Francis Magestro (Giovanna Rublis & Family)
Saturday, January • 16 Weekday
3:00 pm Confessions
4:00 pm † Kelly Lynn Weber-Fay (Thomas & Sandra Meier & Grandma Parajecki)
6:00 pm † Ron Bekken (Flayter Family)
Sunday, January • 17 Second Sunday In Ordinary Time
8:00 am † Henry & Irene Baldewicz (Kathy & Ted Gurzynski)
10:00 am For The Parishioners
† Terry Knier (Mom & Dad)
12:00 pm † Regina Myers (Family)

Saint Alphonsus Pastoral Council Agenda
Thursday, January 14, 2021, 7:00 PM, Community Room
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.
VII.

Opening Prayer – Fr. Kevin
Approval of minutes December 2020 Meeting Minutes
Guest/Visitor Comments
Pastor’s Remarks
Finance Council Report
Old Business – Follow up with new families –Pat Schulz
New Business
1. Committee reporting process to Pastoral Council—Pat Schulz
2. Christmas season at St. Alphonsus—Fr. Kevin
3. Update: School mode of learning—Fr. Kevin
4. Preparations for Lent—Fr. Kevin
5. Parish House Priest Chapel—Fr. Patrick
6. Youth Ministry—Father Patrick
VIII. Committee Updates
a. School
b. Christian Formation
c. Liturgy/Worship
d. Human Concerns
e. Stewardship/Endowment
f. Vocations
g. Long Range Planning
h. Benefit Auction
i. Respect Life
j. Care for Creation
k. Other: New parishioner packet
IX. Next council meeting: February 11, at 7:00 p.m.-Zoom
X. Closing Prayer – Fr. Patrick

Tear Along Perforated Line

