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My Hopes and Prayers for 2021
2020 has come to an end….finally! I think all of us are clapping at that statement. Speaking for myself (though I am sure many would agree) this has been
the toughest year of my life. Never would I have imagined all of what transpired
this year. I figured that 2020 would prove tougher than most years because
moving parishes is always difficult, but I never imagined making a move under such circumstances.
I never thought Masses would not happen in public. I never thought that the world would shut-down
like it did last spring. I never thought that I would have to learn how to be a priest and pastor without being in regular close contact with my people. I never thought I would learn how to live-stream
anything. But all of that happened and I will never forget 2020! I make those statements grateful
that I have not lost someone in my family to Covid like some in our parish have. I am grateful that I
am employed.
I have never been one for New Year resolutions and I am not going start now. Rather, I want to
share with you my hopes for 2021 as we head into this new year. I would imagine that you will find
that most of them are pretty similar to your wishes for this new year.
1. It all begins with the simple prayer that this pandemic ends soon. The sooner it ends, the fewer
people will die of this disease, the sooner the economy can stabilize and more people can find
jobs. One of my prayers then is that the vaccination program goes efficiently and as quickly as
possible.
2. I hope and pray for an easing of the anxiety that this pandemic has caused. That way we can
associate and go about our normal activities with less concern that we might pass along the virus
to someone else.
3. My biggest personal hope and prayer is that soon the masks can come off our faces and we can
have big events again. Then I feel that I can really begin to get to know all of you and spend time
with you. It is hard pastoring a community where I can’t see everyone’s face and can’t really spend
time casually with you. That has been tough. It will be a great day when all of us can be at Mass
together!

I think that whenever the pandemic ends, whether that’s in the summer or the fall, we should have
a parish-wide cook out to spend time with each other once again!!
Prayers for a hope-filled and easier 2021!

Fr. Kevin McManaman

Found: Two Rings
Over the past few
weeks, two rings have
been found in the pews
in Church. If you, or someone you know, lost a
ring, please contact the Parish Office to identify and claim it. Thank you!

Need to Make a Change to Your Automatic Contributions?
If you currently make automatic contributions to St. Al’s (via ACH or WeShare) and need to make
a change to the amount, method of payment, or timing of the donations, it’s easy to do!
If you turned in a voided check and your contributions are automatically withdrawn from your
checking or savings account, you can easily make changes by completing the Change form at
https://www.st-alphonsus.org/St_Als_Automatic_Contribution_Change_Form.pdf or by calling me
at the Parish Office, 414-421-2442, x209. It’s that easy!
If you have set up an account in our WeShare online giving program, and entered your own bank
account or credit card information, simply log in to WeShare to make any changes. Or call me at
the Parish Office, 414-421-2442, x209. It’s that easy!
We truly appreciate your gifts to St. Alphonsus Parish and hope you have a blessed, peace-filled
New Year!
--- Kathy Jaeckels, Director of Finance

N o t e s
“In Her Own Words”
On December 12, longtime St. Alphonsus’ parishioner, Rosemary
McKenney, died peacefully at age 97. Her story
is worth sharing. She
wrote, “I have been at St.
Al’s for 57 years, more
than 2/3 of my life. It is
here that I raised five
children and buried my husband. Saint Al’s
has offered many experiences and much spiritual guidance. It has provided many opportunities to grow in faith and to be of service where
needed. There have been seven Pastors and
many Associate priests…each one offering
their own talents, personalities, spiritual qualities, and leaving their own legacy. They have
all made St. Al’s what it is. We continue as a
faith community, promoting opportunities to
develop spiritually and providing service to do
God’s work with guidance. The parish has
been and continues to be a large part of my
life.” Rosemary lived a life of faith and service.
May she rest in peace. For her detailed obituary, please visit www.maxsass.com.

National Migration Week
January 3-9
For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church
in the United States has celebrated National
Migration Week, which is an opportunity for
the Church to reflect on the circumstances
confronting migrants, including immigrants,
refugees, children, and victims and survivors
of human trafficking. The theme for National
Migration Week 2020, “Promoting a Church
and a World for All” drew attention to the fact
that each of our families have a migration
story, some recent and others in the distant
past. Regardless of where we are and where
we came from, we remain part of the human
family and are called to live in solidarity with
one another.
This year, National Migration Week has been
moved to September 20-26, 2021.

Advertiser of the Week
Loomis Center Garage, Inc.
7450 W. Old Loomis Road
Phone: 425-0330
Fax:
425-5098
Thomas F. Tretow, President

Stewardship: Time, Talent & Treasure
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Mark Your Calendars For This Special Event
Parish Giving Results
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:
July 1, 2020 through December 22, 2020 *
This Past Weekend’s Contributions
This Month’s Contributions (to date)
Last Year Same Month Contributions
(to date)
Budgeted Amount for December

$ 53,133
$ 136,704
$ 125,139
$ 210,493

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm.

Thank you to those making additional yearend gifts to help us cover our operating
costs!

Questions of the Week
Theme: The mystery of the incarnation - Jesus
is a gift to all humanity.
Question for Youth: The star guided the Magi
to Jesus. What are the people or events who
have guided you in your relationship with Jesus?
Question for Adults: How this past week did
you demonstrate God’s love at home and at
work?

Tuesday, January 5, 2021, 7:00-8:30 p.m. - Community Room
“The Gospel of John: Jesus As the Word Made Flesh”
With Daniel J. Scholz, PH.D., Interim President, Cardinal Stritch U.
By popular request, the ever-engaging Dr. Dan Scholz will return to St. Alphonsus in the New Year! He’ll present “The Gospel of John: Jesus as the
Word Made Flesh.” The Gospel of John paints a unique portrait of Jesus
among the New Testament Gospels. We’ll explore why presenting Jesus as
the Word Incarnate made such a lasting impression for John’s original community and for us
today. This is an in-person presentation. The mask mandate and social distancing procedures
will be observed. Freewill offering at the door. Registration requested: 414-421-2442 x 225.
Hope you can join us!

Mark Your 2021 Calendars!
We’re pleased to announce some Adult Formation Events that will take place in
the New Year. Some events will be in-person; some will be virtual experiences.
Detailed information and registration will take place in early January. Here’s a
glimpse of some the happenings:
Jan. 5, 7:00 p.m.
Jan-Feb,
evenings, virtual
Feb. 15, 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 16– Mar. 23,
6 weeks
Feb. 23 & Mar. 23,
7:00 p.m.
Mar. 6-Mar. 10
weekend evenings
April 13, 7:00 p.m.
April 20, 7:00 p.m.

Dr. Dan Scholz, “The Gospel of John: Jesus as the Word Made
Flesh”
Fr. Kevin Mc Manaman, Small Group Centered on a Life of Discipleship
Cory Erickson, “The Story of Our Flag”
Lenten Small Faith Communities – virtual and in-person, day &
evening groups
Guest Presenters, “Terrific Tuesdays” in Lent
Fr. Johnpaul Cafiero, OFM, Lenten Parish Mission,
Masses/special sessions
Dr. Ed Block, Book Discussion, Gilead by Marianne Robinson
Jessica Michna, Living Historian, “Mary Ann Bickerdyke, ‘To Heal
A Nation’”

Epiphany Home Blessing With Chalk
Please pray for those who have recently died
and for their families and friends as well:
Thomas Stelter
Raymond Meyer
Marian L. Velk
Barbara Olinger
Ronald Stram
Delores Destrampe
Santo Alioto, Sr.
Gary Bonne
Patricia Rathsack
Gary F. Kanzora
William R. McQuerry
Edward Kaczmarek
Arlene Dejewski
Virginia Splinter
Geraldine Formella
Vincente Murillo
Rachelle Ebenhoe
Rosalinda Ferguson
Audreyann Lurenz

Epiphany (also known as Twelfth Night, Theophany, or Three Day) marks the occasion of a
time-honored Christian tradition of “chalking the doors.” It has been a tradition in the Catholic
Church to hand out blessed chalk at the Masses for Epiphany, and then use the blessed chalk
as part of blessing one’s home in the New Year.
The home blessing can be done as follows: Use the blessed chalk to write: 20+C+M+B+XX
above the doorways: 20XX for the year; C, M, B for the 3 Magi – Casper, Melchior, and Balthasar – and for Christus Mansionem Benedicat, Latin for “May Christ Bless this House.”
As you are writing, pray the following prayer:

Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by the
guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill us with the light of Christ, that
our concern for others may reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please pray for these babies who were recently baptized and for their families:
ANYA JUNE MOHONEY, daughter of Matt Mohoney and Brittany (Weber) Mohoney
LOGAN DAVID VOGEL, son of Trevor Vogel and Rebecca (Fetter) Vogel
EDWIN THOMAS CLEMENTS, son of Jerrod Clements and Jessica (Beck) Clements
GRAHAM JAMES KOSINSKI, son of Corbin Kosinski and Brittany (Heale) Kosinski
LOGAN NICOLE JACKSON, daughter of Justin Jackson and Ashlee (Heale) Jackson
MAXWELL JAMES MOORMAN, son of Jason Moorman and Madeline (Mikolajczak) Moorman
COLDEN THOMAS HARRINGTON, son of Andrew Harrington and Nora (Rolfson) Harrington
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A Hearty Thank You

We need to thank those who decorate the church for all the Liturgical
seasons with banners, altar cloths,
and inside and outside decor. Then,
We are coming to the end of a year that has brought many unknowns to
as I see in the Sacristy, wonderful
our world, our country, our state, our community and our families. This
pandemic that has fallen upon us has been very troubling with very many ladies who take home and launder
unknowns. However, our Parish has stepped up to the task to do our best and fold Altar linens, such as purificators. Of course we can't forget all the
to continue our Liturgical celebrations. So I write this article to say THANK other volunteers who work to keep our school alive, along with our religious education program, catechists, pastoral council and various commitYOU to ALL who make this parish so wonderful.
tees — the list goes on and on. Thanks to all of you who give of yourself.
We are very privileged to have two wonderful Priests in Fr. Kevin and Fr. The gift of your time is truly a blessing to this parish.
Patrick, who came aboard when Fr. Aaron and Fr. Britto left. We are so
We have lost so many of our past volunteers due to their own health congrateful that they are with us. But rightfully so, they depend on many of
you to help them run this parish, for they can't do it all themselves. When I cerns, which is most understandable. So let me end with an invitation to
those of you who would like to be a part of the many volunteers who help
sit back and look at the commitment that so many of you have made as
make this parish what it is. We can always use more of you to give of your
we try to deal with Covid, I am very grateful to all of you who have come
forward. Each Mass, we need eucharistic ministers, lectors, ushers, cross time and talents in any area that may interest you. WE TRULY NEED
YOU. I invite you to prayerfully give some thought as to how YOU could
bearers, sacristans, greeters, cantors, musicians, those who prepare the
use your God-given talents to be a part of what makes this parish thrive.
liturgy, and our live-stream computer operators.
You may be truly surprised at how self-fulfilling you find it to be.
Then, after EACH AND EVERY MASS, wonderful people step in to sanitize the church, wipe down the pews, clean the restrooms, and even to the Blessings to all of you. I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and have a
happy and safe New Year. Together with the help of GOD, we can get
point of wiping down the Gospel Book, Roman Missal, and Lectionary. YES, this is being done after each and every Mass to make our space through this.
clean and safe, making it ready for the next Mass. Just think of this Christ— Deacon James Leggett
mas itself; we had eight Masses.
After truly enjoying a prayerful Advent Season, I feel a thank you is in order to all who make our Parish of St. Alphonsus the wonderful Parish it is.

The Epiphany of the Lord
“Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he searched frantically on his dimly lit desk for the current
electric bill. “I know I put it right on top of these papers this morning!” Growing in frustration and
bordering on anger, he flies stuff around, moves books and opines why simple tasks need to be so
hard. Enter his wife, who calmly says, “Maybe it would help if you put the light on, dear.” The desk
light goes on and lo and behold, there is the electric bill right where Bob left it earlier. All it took was
a little light!
We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we are distracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the above. Or perhaps, we fail to do the obvious. We
would rather live our lives with the dimmest of lights or even in total darkness. Why are we afraid to
do something so that we can actually see? It might help us to find quicker and better answers to
problems, the meaning of life, relationships, happiness, and what is ultimate truth. Yet, we stumble
along, moving things from one side to the other, getting angry, feeling cheated, being unsettled,
resigning ourselves to the agony of defeat once again.
“And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them, until it came and stopped over
the place where the child was.” The light has come into the world in the person of Jesus Christ! We
no longer have to fumble in the darkness. We have been gifted with the illumination we need to see
our way through things and find what we really are looking for. All these years later, however, so
many are still reluctant to accept him. Perhaps they are unconvinced, disinterested, preoccupied,
stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the above. Everyone has their own reason for not wanting to turn
on the switch.
But there are so many answers to so many of our problems in this humble Child of Nazareth. A
simple birth teaches us about God’s tender wedded relationship with humanity. It speaks to the
expanse of God’s salvation across the globe, and the incarnate Divine wonders and blessings that
are a part of our life moment to moment. It calls us to understand the design of world order God
intended as found in the Beatitudes, the sacredness of every human life and all of creation and the
meaning of things we struggle with most, like suffering and death. We have a lot of Good News to
share, not just with a privileged few but with all the world. All races and creeds can receive God’s
healing word. God continues to manifest himself even now! Use the light to find what you are really
looking for!
©LPi

Please join us in welcoming our new parish
members:
Joseph, Jennifer, Norah & Teagan Cronin
John, Rebecca, Stephen & Alice Hoeppner
Ashlee, Justin & Logan Jackson
Thomas & Barbara Kopf
Bennett & Judith Rucka
Guy, Lori & Lucy Sinda
Trevor, Rebecca & Logan Vogel
John Ziegler
Kristin & Carl Anderson
Raymond, Taylor, Elaina, Adrianna,
Raymond & Alyssa Rivera
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St. Alphonsus Directory and Calendars

Contacts
Church Building
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442
Pastor, Rev. Kevin McManaman…………….fatherkevin@st-alphonsus.org
2
eileen@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org
School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org
Director Of Facilities, John Campbell
johnc@st-alphonsus.org
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com
Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Pat Kempen……………………… 331-5828
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400

Prayer Network
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks:
St. Patrick (Holly)……………………………………………………...282-0485
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507

PRIOR TO VISITING PLEASE CALL
THE PARISH OFFICE TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT AT 414-421-2442
Mass Intentions
Saturday, January • 2 Ss. Basil The Great & Gregory Nazianzen
4:00 pm † Thomas Rassel (Sharon Pfaffl)
6:00 pm † Patricia Rathsack (Tom Rathsack)
Sunday, January • 3 Epiphany Of The Lord
8:00 am † Mike Weber (Wife, Faythe)
10:00 am For The Parishioners
† Gilbert Jaeckels (Family)
12:00 pm † Mary Ann Blaszczynski (Melanie Vogel)
Monday, January • 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
7:00 am † Raymond Meyer (Andy & Bonnie Schoofs)
Tuesday, January • 5 St. John Neumann
7:00 am † Sister, Parents & Grandparents (Denise D)
6:30 pm Rosary-Devotions In Church
Wednesday, January • 6 Christmas Weekday
7:00 am Intention Of Linda Pelzek (Dave Pelzek)
8:00 am † Husband & Family Members (Denise D) School Only
5:00 pm Confessions
Thursday, January • 7 Christmas Weekday
7:00 am † Ruth Setterlund (Setterlund Family)
4:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration

Friday, January • 8 Christmas Weekday

7:00 am † Art Murawski (Nadine Flemming)
Saturday, January • 9 Christmas Weekday
3:00 pm Confessions
4:00 pm † Lucille Temby (Zillmer Family)
6:00 pm † Rose Noll (Ray Noll)
Sunday, January • 10 Baptism Of The Lord
8:00 am † Ferdinand Wesolowski (Borucki Family)
10:00 am For The Parishioners
† Beatrice & Henry Dapp (Family)
12:00 pm Intention of Linda Pelzek (Dave Pelzek)

The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests.
Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint?

Eucharistic Celebrations
Saturday 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm
Weekday Monday through Friday 7:00 am

Sacrament of Baptism
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 pm and Saturdays 3:00-400 pm in the Chapel

Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed

New Membership
You can register online at www.st-alphonsus.org or at the Parish Office
when it reopens.
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS/FACE COVERINGS MUST BE
WORN AT ALL MASSES. THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN MASK MANDATE THAT IS
CURRENTLY IN EFFECT.

Men See God In The Simple Things
There were certainly two competing plans for the Magi: God’s and
Herod’s. And, wise as they supposedly were, it wasn’t entirely easy for the
Magi to discern which was which.
After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered the Magi hospitality and
kindness. Though the Gospel doesn’t say so, he probably flattered them
and appealed to every moral weakness he could observe in them. In his
palace, they must have felt great physical comfort — rest and tables of
plenty on what was an otherwise long and treacherous journey.
But if the Magi were honest with themselves, I’ll bet they would have admitted that, regardless of Herod’s charm, they felt a gnawing sense of
doubt while in his presence. When they looked upon the Christ Child, born
in a stable without any of the comforts of the world or protections of
wealth, they probably felt the opposite. They probably felt safe.
The Magi were lucky enough to have the right plan spelled out for them in
a dream, but for the rest of us, it’s enough to remember this: God’s plan is
often the one that leads us to places of great simplicity, great humility and
great love. Let’s have the wisdom to view power with suspicion, and innocence with admiration.
-Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi

Tear Along Perforated Line

