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The fourth Advent
candle, called the

“Angel’s Candle,”
symbolizes Peace
and reminds us of
the message of the
angels; “Glory to

God in the highest;
and on earth peace
to men of good will.”

Fourth Sunday Of Advent/The Nativity Of The Lord • December 20/25, 2020
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From The Pastor’s Desk
Dear Fellow Parishioners,
As we head into these final days of Advent and prepare for our celebration of
the Nativity of the Lord, I simply want to wish you a safe but very Merry
Christmas! May the coming of our Lord into this world be a source of light
and peace in these difficult times!

Fr. Kevin

hristmas - Today marks the

end of the Advent season and the
beginning of the Christmas season. We have
lighted four candles these past four weeks and
asked God to help us be present to our neighbors and friends. Now in the Christmas season
we are called to be Christ in the flesh to our
world.
Let us pray…

May the joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,
the perseverance of the wise men,
the obedience of Joseph and Mary
and the peace of the Christ child
be yours this Christmas;
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain
with you always.

Amen.

4th Sunday of Advent

-Timothy Cross

God,
You became human through the obedience of
a simple young woman named Mary.
Mary is our model of faith.
May we be faithful to your word as Mary was.
Give us the courage to face each day with the
yes that Mary gave to you.
We ask this through the incarnate God,
who comes to us again during this Christmas
season. Amen.

Question Of The Week
Theme: God's Spirit comes to us in ways we
least expect.
Question for Youth: Gabriel's greeting to Mary
was, "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you."
This is God's greeting to each of us – he loves us
just as we are. What are some of your personal
strengths that God rejoices in?
Question for Adults: Name one area of your life
where God has surprised you with love, abilities,
or even a pregnancy. How is God’s Spirit upon
you in this dimension of life?

In Blaise Pascal’s work, Pensees, he says: “What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but that there was once in man a true happiness, of which all that now remains is the empty print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in things that are not
there the help he cannot find in those that are, though none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and immutable object; in
other words by God himself.”
We have a difficult time accepting that fulfillment and happiness are not achieved by our own merits
but through a relationship with God. We are hardwired for this relationship, and it is in our DNA.
The simple fact is that we come from God and are designed to return to God. If our beginning and
our end define who we are, why would we not want to seek the One who can truly satisfy? The
world does not realize that it is waiting. It is waiting for the birth of God in time, within one’s soul
and in eternity. We get so confused by seeking other momentary satisfactions that we misinterpret
the hunger within. We crave God.
The union of God and humanity, revealed in Jesus Christ, is precisely what sets us on a straight
path, orders our relationships, establishes proper focus and goals and tells us whose kingdom we
really are meant to serve. We are so lost. God is with us. The prophet Nathan told this to King David, the angel said this to Mary and the birth of Christ brings this Good News to us. We do not need
to be busily looking for more things but must learn to find contentment and blessing in the One
Presence. This is the beautiful simple message of Advent!
If you are feeling unsettled, anxious, angry, disgruntled, disconnected, unhappy, worried, fearful, off
center, becoming overly self-indulgent, unable to spend time alone and without distraction, then
there’s a good chance you are lost. Now is the time to allow God to find you! Ponder the holy simplicity of Mary’s call to be the Mother of God. “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be
done to me according to your word.” When we are helpless and at home with our emptiness, God
will fill us. Our Savior has come.
©LPi
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Parish Giving Results
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:
July 1, 2020 through December 1, 2020 *
This Past Weekend’s Contributions
This Month’s Contributions (to date)
Last Year Same Month Contributions
(to date)
Budgeted Amount for December

$ 27,888
$ 27,888
$ 30,058
$ 210,493

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm.

Parish Giving Results
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:
July 1, 2020 through December 8, 2020 *
This Past Weekend’s Contributions
This Month’s Contributions (to date)
Last Year Same Month Contributions
(to date)
Budgeted Amount for December

$ 26,743
$ 54,631
$ 54,180
$ 210,493

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget and
Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm.
Thank you to those making additional year-end gifts to
help us cover our operating costs.

Year-End Donations
We truly appreciate all of the
year-end donations we receive
from parishioners and visitors to
our Parish but want to share the
guidelines we have to follow in
accepting these towards your
2020 contribution.
The IRS allows individuals to deduct charitable
donations from their income in the year the donations were delivered. Gifts delivered in the weekend collections are easily recorded with those
dates. When a donation is mailed, we are required
to use the postmark date to determine when the
donation was made.
The Parish Office will be closed Thursday, December 31, and Friday, January 1. If you will be dropping off your donation, please stop in on Wednesday. If it is outside of the normal office hours,
please use the mail slot to the left of the main
doors. Or, you can simply drop your donation into
the December 26 or 27 collection, and we will
apply it to your 2020 contribution record.
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of the parish!
-Kathy Jaeckels

St. Alphonsus Food Pantry
For our next collection on December 26/27, we ask you to please include
oatmeal, soup, canned fruit, spaghetti noodles, and rice. Look for future
bulletin updates for specific food items to bring. If you have any questions,
please contact the Food Pantry at 414-514-4400. Thank you for your support of the Food Pantry
Watch the bulletin for future Food Pantry collection dates in 2021.

Mark Your Calendars For This Special Event
Tuesday, January 5, 2021, 7:00-8:30 p.m. - Community Room
“The Gospel of John: Jesus As the Word Made Flesh”
With Daniel J. Scholz, PH.D., Interim President, Cardinal Stritch U.
By popular request, the ever-engaging Dr. Dan Scholz will return to St. Alphonsus in the New Year! He’ll present “The Gospel of John: Jesus as the Word
Made Flesh.” The Gospel of John paints a unique portrait of Jesus among the
New Testament Gospels. We’ll explore why presenting Jesus as the Word Incarnate made such
a lasting impression for John’s original community and for us today. This is an in-person presentation. The mask mandate and social distancing procedures will be observed. Freewill offering at
the door. Registration requested: 414-421-2442 x 225. Hope you can join us!
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Looking to encounter Christ in an intimate way? Rediscover the Sacrament of Reconciliation!

Here are some tips to make a
good confession:

Without a doubt, the Sacrament of Reconciliation (or Confession) has
become the forgotten sacrament in the Church within the past fifty
years. Fewer and fewer Catholics come to confession today than they
did in generations past.

Take the time before coming to
examine your conscience and
calmly ask the Holy Spirit to help
reveal the sins you have committed since the last time you went to
confession. A great tool to help
this process is to read through a
written examination of conscience based on the Ten Commandments. These can be found online.

I believe this is a tragedy. The frequent reception of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation is vital for growth in the spiritual life and the deepening
of our relationship with Jesus Christ.
Why?
Just as Jesus Christ went first and foremost to the outcasts and sinners during the time of his earthly ministry, so too he longs to encounter us first and foremost in our sin. The gospels make it clear that
Jesus was not a political savior. He came to save us from our sins.
Every time we make good use of the sacrament, we encounter the
saving power of Jesus Christ through the priest who acts on his behalf.

Once you have examined yourself, be truly sorry for your sins and
ask the Lord for the grace to “begin again.”

Some have asked: Why do I have to confess to a priest? Why can’t I
just tell God I am sorry?

While it is not strictly necessary to confess venial sins when making a
confession, the Church has always encouraged the faithful to do so
as a means to help overcome them and grow in holiness.

The answer to this objection is simple: Sacred Scripture reveals that
Christ’s plan for the forgiveness of sins is mediated through the
priests of his Church.
After Jesus appeared to the twelve apostles on the night of Easter he
breathed on them and said: “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins
you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are
retained” (John 20:23). The priest, by virtue of his ordination, has
this divine authority that Jesus gave his Church on Easter Sunday.

In order to make a good confession, it is necessary to confess all
mortal sins you are conscious of committing since your last confession. It is also necessary to confess how many times you have
committed the mortal sin as well.

Once the priest has given you a penance, say your act of contrition
with intention and after you have left perform the penance the priest
has assigned you promptly.
While most of us are always a little hesitant beforehand to go to confession, I am fairly certain that nobody walks away regretting having
received the sacrament. This sacrament is the path to receive the
peace and joy of Christ our Savior!

The Church teaches that in order to be forgiven of any mortal sin
committed after baptism, one needs to go to confession. A good
“refresher” on the difference between mortal and venial sin can be
found in the Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraphs 18541864.

Envelopes, Envelopes --- Why Am I Getting Envelopes?
Parishioners that changed their envelope selection on the 2021 Annual
Appeal pledge card may receive Jan/Feb envelopes even though they
asked not to, or conversely, they may be missing Jan/Feb envelopes even
though they asked to start receiving them. We had to place the order for
the Jan/Feb envelope distribution just before we started receiving the completed Annual Appeal pledge cards, so the timing may cause donors to not
receive what they indicated on the card. Please know that this will be resolved with the Mar/Apr envelope packets, because we will have the wishes recorded prior to ordering that envelope distribution.
Many parishioners opt to use our ACH (automatic withdrawal) method for their monthly contributions to the Parish. We thank you for selecting that option, as it saves time and expenses in handling and processing the contribution envelopes and checks. These parishioners, along with those
who specifically indicate as such on the Annual Appeal pledge card, do not receive bi-monthly envelope packets. This also saves money in the printing and mailing of those envelopes. However,
these donors may then be missing an opportunity to donate to other collections throughout the
year, such as Holy Day collections, the Community Meal Program, St. Vincent de Paul, etc. We
now send a special packet of envelopes to those donors twice a year, designating the special collections we take throughout the year. We hope you can use these envelopes to donate to these
special causes. Thank you for your understanding and continued commitment to the Parish!
-Kathy Jaeckels. Director of Finance

- Fr. Patrick Magnor
Associate Pastor

Plastic Bags Needed
A big thank you to all who have donated plastic bags that helped create Sleeping Mats for
the Homeless. The completed mats were
delivered recently to the Outreach program
for the Homeless at St John Cathedral.
Please continue to save your plastic bags
and call Liz Peltier at 414-940-8382 when
ready to donate. The need continues!

Advertiser of the Week
Seasons Greetings &
Christmas Blessings
From Our Advertisers

©LPi

6

St. Alphonsus Directory and Calendars

Contacts
Church Building
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442
Pastor, Rev. Kevin McManaman…………….fatherkevin@st-alphonsus.org
2
eileen@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org
School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org
Director Of Facilities, John Campbell
johnc@st-alphonsus.org
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com
Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Pat Kempen……………………… 331-5828
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400
Prayer Network
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks:
St. Patrick (Holly)……………………………………………………...282-0485
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests.

PRIOR TO VISITING PLEASE CALL
THE PARISH OFFICE TO SCHEDULE
AN APPOINTMENT AT 414-421-2442.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, December • 19 Late Advent Weekday
4:00 pm † Carole Skarie (Gerald Frangesch)
6:00 pm † Josephine Mc Master (Frank & Karen Patti)
Sunday, December • 20 Fourth Sunday Of Advent
8:00 am † Edgar & Rosemary Newell (Gene & Mary Newell)
10:00 am For The Parishioners
† Terry Knier (Mom & Dad)
12:00 pm † Nancy Repensek (Ray Noll)
Monday, December • 21 Late Advent Weekday
7:00 am † Jack Spindler (Kathy & Ted Gurzynski)
Tuesday, December • 22 Late Advent Weekday
7:00 am † Mark Peterson (Family)
6:30 pm
Rosary-Devotions In Church
Wednesday, December • 23 Late Advent Weekday
7:00 am † Josephine Mc Master (Frank & Karen Patti)
5:00 pm
Confessions
Thursday, December • 24 Late Advent Weekday-Christmas Eve
4:00 pm † Mary Quirk (Kathy & Jerry Wicihowski)
4:00 pm † Edward & Marie Stempski (Family & Friends)
6:00 pm For The Parishioners
9:00 pm † Vincent & Suzanne Cameranesi (Gene & Rosemary Miller)

Friday, December • 25 The Nativity Of The Lord-Christmas Day

7:00 am † All Souls (Family & Friends)
9:00 am † Alexandria Madecky (Her Loving Family)
11:00 am † Richard J. Biedrzycki (Wife, Frances)
11:00 am † Benjamin & Gertrude Keller (Family & Friends)
Saturday, December • 26 St. Stephen
3:00 pm Confessions
4:00 pm † Richard & Grace Feit (Family)
6:00 pm † Thomas Glynn (Betty Glynn)
Sunday, December • 27 The Holy Family Of Jesus, Mary And Joseph
8:00 am Intention Of Jerry Luettgen (Zillmer Family)
10:00 am For The Parishioners
† Mark Peterson (Family)
12:00 pm † Mary Warkoczewski (Terry & Cory Hoffman)

(Live-Streamed)
(Gym)
(Live-Streamed)
(Live-Streamed)
(Gym)

Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint?

Eucharistic Celebrations
Saturday 4:00 pm & 6:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am & 12:00 pm
Weekday Monday through Friday 7:00 am

Sacrament of Baptism

The Parish Ministry Center will be closed on Thursday, December 24,
and Friday, December 25, for the Christmas holiday. It will reopen on
Monday, December 28, at 8:00 a.m.

For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 pm and Saturdays 3:00-400 pm in the Chapel

Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed

New Membership
You can register online at www.st-alphonsus.org or at the Parish Office
when it reopens.
PLEASE NOTE: MASKS/FACE COVERINGS MUST BE
WORN AT ALL MASSES. THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN MASK MANDATE THAT IS
CURRENTLY IN EFFECT.

Tear Along Perforated Line

