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Ministry Corner—Funeral Ministry 
My name is Tom Chvala, and I have been the coordinator for funeral 
ministers for almost 20 years. I have served as a funeral minister 
since the mid-1990s. 
 

Funeral ministers serve at funerals helping the priest as Mass servers 
as they were called in the “old days.” If there is a casket, three people, 

usually two women and one man, serve. If there is an urn, two people serve, one man and one 
woman. Ministers arrive 30 minutes before the Mass to set up all of the items needed. They put 
out the chalice, get cups for wine, find out how many hosts will be needed, bring out the pall (the 
cloth that covers the casket), prepare the incense, and light the candles. With two or three people, 
it goes quickly and smoothly. 
 

One person carries the pall, one carries the sprinkler and one carries the cross. The ladies may 
put the pall on the casket and, in most cases, the family will unfold it. During Mass, usually one 
minister brings the book to the altar. The other minister(s) help bring up the gifts. The ministers 
also may distribute wine during communion. The incense is lit during the offertory. If the family 
does not want to do the readings, the ministers will proclaim the readings. At the end of Mass, the 
ministers process out in front of the casket or urn. 
 

There is some clean-up following Mass. Funeral ministers commit approximately two hours to the 
assignment. There are 23 current ministers, including three couples who have volunteered. Our 
ages range from the mid-50s to 93. We can always use new people. Please call the Parish Office 
at 421-2442, or me at 421-2552, if you can help.    -Tom Chvala  

Trustee-Treasurer 
After prayerful consideration and consultation, 
I’ve nominated Mary Sue Taft to take the 
position of Trustee-Secretary.  This will be 
Mary Sue’s third two-year term. She has 
served our parish admirably in this position. 
Under state law, other parishioners can be 
nominated for this position. The nominee must 
be a practicing parish member and at least 25 
years of age. He/she must be nominated in 
writing by ten or more parish members. Addi-
tional nominations would be due in the Parish 
Office by noon on Monday, April 27. Should 
no other nominees be received by that time, 
my nominee will stand as elected. Should it be 
necessary to proceed to an election, it shall be 
held on the weekend of May 10. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

    -Fr. Britto Suresh, Temporary Administrator 

Attention St. Al’s Parishioners 
Our church is open to those who wish to come 
for personal prayer/adoration. 
 

One door (as you come, the farthest door to 
your left) in the main entrance will remain 
open from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. everyday, 
Monday through Sunday. 
 

Parish Ministry Center 

Closed  
As a result of Governor Evers “safer at home” 
order, the Parish Ministry Center is closed 
until further notice.  
 

Voicemail and email to the parish is still avail-
able. You can leave a voicemail message and 
someone will return your call as soon as pos-
sible. 
 

Book Sale Donations Re-

quested! 
The St. Alphonsus Home 
and School Association will 
be holding a new and gently-
used book sale in early May. 
We are currently asking 
families to donate their 
books to help support this 
fundraiser. Donations will be 
taken until Tuesday, April 21, and the sale will 
run after Masses the weekend of May 1-3, 
2020. 
 

If you have any questions, contact Kelty Che-
lius at kchelius711@gmail.com or 460-2928.  

Parish Auction - POSTPONED 
Due to the State of Wisconsin’s “safer at home” order, which will remain in effect until Friday, 
April 24, it is necessary to postpone our parish Auction, “Springtime in Paris.” We are working on 
a new date, which we will communicate as soon as we can.  
 

We hope that you will all continue to support our parish Auction. Thank you! 

Palm Sunday Of The Passion Of The Lord 
Human beings are united in their suffering. When we find ourselves in a painful moment, our first reac-
tion is “why me?” as if we are the only person on earth who ever encountered this challenge. Going 
through life with a “why me” attitude only finds us wallowing in the mire of self-pity and never seizing 
opportunities or graces. We walk in solidarity with every human being in the experience of suffering. 
Believing that the goal of life is the elimination or avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion that keeps 
us entrenched in a collective myth. This myth distorts us and limits us. 
 

There are living witnesses among us, showing how courage and determination can overcome any de-
gree of hardship, pain, loss, or tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of their lives suddenly torn asunder 
are faced with options: opportunity or despair, stay or leave. Jesus stands before us as the prime exam-
ple of endurance and perseverance. He is the One who showed humility through both the triumphs of 
life (by learning to be humble) and the tragedies and injustices (by learning how to be obedient). To 
secular ears, this may be perceived as nonsense. But to those with the eyes of faith, they are pearls of 
great price. 
 

True humility tempers the temptation we have to become complacent and prevents an excessive relish-
ing of life’s successes and affirmations. Learning obedience keeps us faithful to our relationship with 
God so that we can find the courage to endure any depth of hardship, disappointment, betrayal, or ago-
ny. While we may want our cup of suffering to be taken away, it simply cannot be. Somehow and some-
where in the seemingly opposing experiences life can deal us, God is present with His reassuring, com-
passionate, empowering, and persevering love. To be true to who we are and who God is, we must take 
up the cross of suffering, even when it’s the hardest and most apparently senseless thing to do. 
Only our soul can understand these things, but our minds cannot, so they continue to run to secular 
ideas and solutions to pain and hardship. It goes without saying that we need to do all we can to elimi-
nate as much senseless, unjust suffering as possible. Hunger, violence, abuse, exploitation, rejection, 
prejudice, homelessness, disrespect for life, and a whole host of other sins all result in suffering that is 
within our control. Then, when we face the uncontrollable kind of suffering or find ourselves the victim of 
injustice, what do we do?          ©LPi 
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Thank You 
The food pantry was overwhelmed with your most generous support donating food on March 29. 
Thank you so much! Cars were lined up, and we filled the pantry PLUS our lobby area, because so 
much food was donated. In this great time of need, many people will benefit. Our deepest gratitude 
to all.       -The Food Pantry Team 
 

Keeping The Faith 
In the midst of uncertainty and daily bad news, there is also a unified 
community reaching out to people and businesses in need. Postings 
of patronizing restaurants, checking in on neighbors, donating, pray-
ing, and outpouring of love and generosity are widespread. Thank 
you St. Al’s for coming together and dropping off Easter candy, toys, 
trinkets, and gift wrapping supplies. I’m always overwhelmed by the 
many acts of kindness demonstrated. 

 

A special shout out to: Giovanna Rublis, Tanya Boyer, and Christine 
& Tommy Gozdowiak, who rolled up their sleeves, suffered through 
my music library playlist, and packed 355 Easter gift bags. 
 

The initial destination was Catholic Schools in Milwaukee, but due to 
the closures, Karla Geiger is transporting them to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Meal site to distribute to their patrons just in time for Easter. 
 

As far as the Christian Formation program this year, we will be 
canceling the rest of our scheduled classes. Not to worry, lessons 
will be emailed to families so that the students can complete their 
coursework and, more importantly, stay connected as a community 
of faith. First Communion Masses and Confirmation ceremony 
have also been postponed without a rescheduled date. One of the 
bullet points included in Archbishop Listecki's latest letter states: 
"Confirmations and First Communions are now postponed until the 
health crisis has passed. At that time, instructions will be provided for scheduling. Catechetical 
materials will be posted to assist parents in talking about this with their candidates and first commu-
nicants. For priests who have requested/would be requesting delegation to confirm already-
baptized Catholics, that delegation is issued for a specific date. When the health crisis passes, you 
will need to request delegation when you have scheduled the new Confirmation date."  
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/attachments/Clergyemail3.24.2020.pdf 
 

Thank you to everyone for holding strong in your faith through both your words and actions. Contin-
ue to pray, trust in the Lord, stay well, and God bless.        -Julie Lobitz 
 

Icon Spirituality With Jim Gill 
Although the March 31 presentation of Icon Spirituality needed to be cancelled, 
Jim Gill has designed a virtual presentation. It is located on the Siena Retreat Center 
website, and is called “Praying with Icons: A Pilgrimage, A Crossing of Borders.” You 
may find Jim Gill’s video presentation on the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/SienaRetreatCenter 
 

Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross will hold a Blood Drive here at St. Alphonsus Parish on Monday, April 7, 
1:00-6:00 p.m., in the Community Room. 
 

We ask you to please consider donating blood; it is so badly needed. 
 

Question Of The Week 
Theme: Holy Week — the mystery of our faith. 
Question for Youth: Today begins the holiest week of the year. It is a once-a-year opportunity to really 
reflect on Jesus life, death, and resurrection. How will you enter into this experience? How will you be 
open to how you might be changed? 
Question for Adults: Name one specific way that you live your baptismal call to enter into the death of 
the Lord by forgiveness, generosity, hospitality, or other ways. 

Parish Giving Results 
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:  
July 1, 2019 through March 30, 2020 * 

This Past Weekend’s Contributions      $   34,113 
 (includes March ACH deposits) 
This Month’s Contributions (to date)     $   89,893   
Last Year Same Month Contributions   $ 108,066 
  (to date)  
Budgeted Amount for March              $ 125,311 
  

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget 
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at 
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of St. 
Alphonsus Parish. 

Scripture Readings 
Readings for the week of April 5, 2020 
Sunday:   Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-
  24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54 
Monday:   Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday:   Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 [cf. 
  15ab]/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 [14c]/
 Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday:  Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22, 
 25 and 27 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 
Evening  Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 
 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 
 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 
Friday:  Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 
 [Lk 23:46]/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42 
Saturday:  Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 
 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-
 13, 20-22 [5b]/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 
 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15—15:1/Ex 
 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 
 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/
 Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/
 Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 [42:2] or 
 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3] or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15,  
 18-19 [12a]/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-
 23/Mt 28:1-10 
Next Sunday:Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 
 28:1-10 

Observances for the week of April 5, 2020 
Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Wednesday: Administrative Professionals’ Day 
Thursday:  Holy Thursday 
Friday:  Good Friday 
Saturday:  Holy Saturday 
Next Sunday:Easter Sunday  LPi 

https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/attachments/Clergyemail3.24.2020.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/SienaRetreatCenter
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Contacts 
Church Building 
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129 
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442 
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824   
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744 
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org 
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org 
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442 
Pastor, Rev. Aaron Esch………………………… fraaron@st-alphonsus.org 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Britto Suresh…….. .brittosuresh@st-alphonsus.org 

eileen@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz…………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org 

School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org 
Permanent Deacon, Ted Gurzynski……….theodore.gurzynski@gmail.com 
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com 

Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence 
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760 
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129 
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road 
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709 
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Denna Flemming…………………..430-1482 
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400 
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755 
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500  
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400 
  

Prayer Network 
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please 
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks: 
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507 
St. Patrick (Holly)………………………………………………………282-0485 
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests. 
  
 

  
  

Eucharistic Celebrations 
Weekend……...Saturday 8:00 am 4:30 pm; Sunday 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am 
Weekday…………………………………………………………..See schedule 

Sacrament of Baptism 
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 8:30 am 3:30 pm or anytime by appointment.  

Anointing of the Sick 
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed 

New Membership 
Joining our parish community can be easily done at the Parish Ministry Cen-
ter, Mondays through Thursdays from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., or Fridays from 
8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. You can also register online at www.st-alphonsus.org. 
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Prayer During A Health Crisis 
Compassionate and Loving Father, 
In the face of confusion and concern impart to us 
the calm of your presence. 
In You allow us to find hope and healing. 
Be with those who serve the sick and give them 
Your caring hands. 
Be with those who lead and give them Your Spirit 
of wisdom. 
Be with those who have fallen ill and give them 
Your comforting heart. 
Wrap your arms around our world and hold us in 
your love. 
Allow us at this time of trial to then serve as instru-
ments of that love to all we meet. 
We ask this in Your Name. Amen.         ©LPi   

Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint? 


