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Ministry Corner—Bereavement Support 

Group 
“Grieving over the death of a loved one is a natural and necessary 
process that most people are able to experience and emerge from in a 
healthy manner. However, many people lack the support needed to 

help them resolve the pain of mourning.” (Introduction to “Grief Counseling and Grief Therapy” by 
J. William Worden) 
 

Saint Alphonsus Bereavement Support Group offers the opportunity for those grieving the loss of 
a loved one to share their feelings and fears; to learn what normal grieving is when everything 
about it feels abnormal. By participating in the group, one can learn the tasks necessary to over-
come their grief and to finally learn to live with their loss. 
 

The Tasks of Mourning are: 1) To begin to accept the reality of the loss and to move beyond 
the denial of “I can’t believe he or she is gone.” It can take awhile to feel that the deceased is not 
in the house with you and is not coming back. 2) To work through the pain of grief and to share 
the wide range of emotions you will experience. 3) To begin to work through a life without the 
deceased and to take on new roles or tasks that the deceased may have taken care of. 4) To 
move on to live with the loss and to engage in a meaningful life within the connection of the loss 
of a loved one. 
 

In the mourning process, one experiences the cycle of grief. Usually, one begins with the feelings 
of shock, numbness, preoccupation with thoughts of the deceased, fatigue, fear and anger, loss of 
interests, restlessness, withdrawal and loneliness. Afterwards, one moves on to reorganization, 
setting attainable goals, trying new patterns of behavior, finding new meaning in life and death, 
and finally experiencing a renewed energy. Understanding that these feelings are a normal part of 
the grieving process can be comforting and reassuring. Meeting with others, who are experiencing 
similar life changes, is helpful to validate feelings. 
 

Saint Alphonsus Bereavement Support Group is an ongoing group meeting. We meet twice a 
month on the first and third Thursdays of every month (except for some holidays and Holy Days), 
from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Ministry Center. For your first meeting, it is helpful to 
arrive 15 minutes early. You do not need to preregister, but if you have questions, please call the 
parish office at 414-421-2442, for the contact information.   -Kathy Knutel 
Editor’s note: due to the coronavirus, these meetings are postponed until further notice. 

So, What’s An Act Of Spiritual Communion? 
The Church encourages frequent, even daily, Holy Communion, but if at any time we cannot go to 
Mass in or out of this season of the coronavirus, we can still unite ourselves to the Eucharist 
through making a spiritual Communion. 
 

By making an Act of Spiritual Communion, we express our faith in Christ’s Real Presence in the 
Eucharist and ask him to unite himself with us. Here is the Act of Spiritual Communion written 
by our parish patron, Saint Alphonsus de Liguori: 
 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 

For more information about the practice of Spiritual Communion, see the following article:  
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-
communion 

Trustee-Treasurer 
After prayerful consideration and consultation, 
I’ve nominated Mary Sue Taft to take the posi-
tion of Trustee-Secretary. This will be Mary 
Sue’s third two-year term. She has served our 
parish admirably in this position. 
 

Under state law, other parishioners can be 
nominated for this position. The nominee must 
be a practicing parish member and at least 25 
years of age. He/she must be nominated in 
writing by ten or more parish members. Addi-
tional nominations would be due in the Parish 
Office by noon on Monday, April 27. Should no 
other nominees be received by that time, my 
nominee will stand as elected. Should it be 
necessary to proceed to an election, it shall be 
held on the weekend of May 10. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

    -Fr. Britto Suresh, Temporary Administrator 

Attention St. Al’s Parishioners 
Our church is open to those who wish to come 
for personal prayer/adoration. 
  

One door (as you come, the farthest door to 
your left) in the main entrance will remain open 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. everyday, Monday 
through Sunday. 
  

Book Sale Donations 

Requested! 
The St. Alphonsus Home and School 
Association will be holding a new and gently-
used book sale in early May. We are currently 
asking families to donate their books to help 
support this fundraiser. Donations will be taken 
until Tuesday, April 21, and the sale will run 
after Masses the weekend of May 1-3, 2020. 
  

If you have any questions, contact Kelty Che-
lius at kchelius711@gmail.com or 460-2928. 

 

Faith And Beauty 

Event Updates 
During this time of social distanc-
ing, we are unable to gather for 

our scheduled Faith and Beauty Events. 
Here’s the latest information: 
 

April 5-Parish Art and Text Show, led by 
Ms. Pledl & Dr. Block—This exhibit may pos-
sibly be presented online. Further details to 
follow.   
April 19-A Time of Spirit-Inspired Poetry, 
led by Dr. Ed Block—This event will be post-
poned until the fall. 
 

Thanks for your understanding and your sup-
port during these challenging times. 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion


S tewar d sh ip :  T ime ,  Ta l en t  &  Tr ea su r e  3 

Safe Environment Week April 19-April 25  
The Archdiocese of Milwaukee recognizes April 19–April 25, as Safe Environ-
ment Awareness Week. Each year in the month of April, recognized around the 
country as child abuse prevention month, we dedicate a week to elevating the 
general awareness of the Church’s efforts to keep our children safe. We want 
people to know that we are committed to maintaining safe environments in our 
parishes and schools through adult child abuse prevention training, criminal 
background checks for all clergy, volunteers working with minors, and employees, safety training 
for children in each grade level, and mandatory reporting requirements. 
 

This year’s theme for Safe Environment week is: “Yet greater still is the light of Christ.” ― Pope 
Francis 
 

Pinwheel Project: As Catholics, we have seen and experienced the pain and trauma that sexual 
abuse causes for victims, families, communities, schools, and parishes. This year, let’s participate 
in the Child Abuse Prevention Project Pinwheels for Prevention. In 2008, Prevent Child Abuse 
America began using the pinwheel as symbol for child abuse prevention. 
 

We commonly see pinwheels decorate state capitol buildings, hospitals, social service organiza-
tions and non-profits to remind us of the childhood that all children deserve. We join the nation and 
our Church to make blue pinwheels to remind us of the importance of safeguarding those most 
vulnerable around us, and that all children deserve a childhood protected from abuse. Every child 
in our parishes and schools deserves to be part of a Catholic community that will provide a safe, 
faith-filled and healthy environment where they will be protected and nurtured by the adults around 
them. As we observe Safe Environment Week during the Easter season in our parishes and 
schools, we are reminded of the Wounded Body of Christ that we are part of and that as we journey 
on the path towards healing that “On This Path We Are Not Alone.” Templates and directions can 
be found directly from Prevent Child Abuse America: 
http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf 
http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf 
     -Julie Lobitz, Director of Christian Formation 

 
As we conclude Lent in a very challenging time, we thank you for 
your participation in Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl. We are 
currently “gathering” remotely to pray together. So this year, our 
collection of Rice Bowls will be different. Please hold your Rice 
Bowl donations until we are able to publicly re-gather as a 

worshipping community. We will gratefully accept your donations at that time. Easter peace and 
blessings!      -Sr. Eileen Kazmierowicz 
 

Food Pantry Collection 
Curbside donation drop-off will be April 26, between 11:00 a.m. and 12 noon at the pantry (St. Al’s 
Parish House on the north side of church). Thanks to everyone’s outstanding generosity in April, 
between St Al’s and the Lion’s Club collection, we will have most of the food for the next two 
months. We request non-food items for our next collection:    
 

Laundry and dish detergent, hand soap, disinfectant wipes, shampoo, conditioner, toilet paper, 
Kleenex, toothbrushes and toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, shaving cream, razors, feminine 
hygiene products, lotion, and Band-Aids.  
 

Financial situations are changing rapidly with fall-out from Covid-19. If you or someone in the 
Greendale area you know needs food assistance, even for a month or two while waiting for govern-
ment programs to pay off, please call the pantry phone, 414-514-4400, to get on the appointment 
list for the May 3 distribution, which will also be a drive through day. It is our privilege to help those 
in need.       -St. Alphonsus Food Pantry 
 

Communion Pyx 
If you have a Communion Pyx at home, we are asking that you drop it off at church so we can 
clean them before we return to church services. There will be a Communion basket marked “PYX 
FOR CLEANING” at the back of church where you would normally place a pyx. The church is open 
daily 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. for prayer. Please help us do our part, so we can have them ready when 
needed. 

Parish Giving Results 
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:  

July 1, 2019 through April 13, 2020 * 
This Past Weekend’s Contributions      $   14,662 
This Month’s Contributions (to date)     $   49,175   
Last Year Same Month Contributions   $   73,006 
  (to date)  
Budgeted Amount for April               $ 123,929 
  

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget 
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at 
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm. 
  

Thank you for your generosity. 

Scripture Readings 
Readings for the week of April 19, 2020 
Sunday:  Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-
 24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 
Monday:   Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 
  11d]/Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday:   Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 

  [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday:   Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
  [7a]/Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday:   Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18,  
  19-20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-36 
Friday:   Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 
  4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday:   1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 
  [2]/Mk 16:15-20 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-
  10, 11 [11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 

Observances for the week of April 19, 2020 
Sunday:   2nd Sunday of Easter or Divine Mer-
  cy Sunday 
Monday: 
Tuesday:   St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the 
  Church 
Wednesday:   Earth Day 
Thursday:   St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, 
  Bishop and Martyr 
Friday:   St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and 
  Martyr; Arbor Day 
Saturday:   St. Mark, Evangelist 
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Easter 

 

Question Of The Week 
Theme: Jesus gives us the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Question for Youth: Jesus gave us the gift of the 
Holy Spirit and gave us the power to forgive sins. 
How do you offer forgiveness to your friends and 
family? How do you seek forgiveness for yourself? 
Question for Adults: When and how do you expe-
rience the “new birth” which we are given in Christ? 
When someone has forgiven you? When you have 
forgiven others? When you celebrate reconciliation? 
At other times? 
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Contacts 
Church Building 
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129 
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442 
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824   
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744 
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org 
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org 
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442 
Pastor, Rev. Aaron Esch………………………… fraaron@st-alphonsus.org 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Britto Suresh…….. .brittosuresh@st-alphonsus.org 

eileen@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz…………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org 

School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org 
Facilities Manager, Jacob Majstorovic…………….jacob@st-alphonsus.org 
Permanent Deacon, Ted Gurzynski……….theodore.gurzynski@gmail.com 
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com 

Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence 
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760 
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129 
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road 
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709 
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Denna Flemming…………………..430-1482 
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400 
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755 
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500  
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400 
  

Prayer Network 
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please 
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks: 
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507 
St. Patrick (Holly)………………………………………………………282-0485 
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests. 
  
 

  
  

Eucharistic Celebrations 
Weekend……...Saturday 8:00 am 4:30 pm; Sunday 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am 
Weekday…………………………………………………………..See schedule 

Sacrament of Baptism 
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 8:30 am 3:30 pm or anytime by appointment.  

Anointing of the Sick 
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed 

New Membership 
Joining our parish community can be easily done at the Parish Ministry Cen-
ter, Mondays through Thursdays from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., or Fridays from 
8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. You can also register online at www.st-alphonsus.org. 
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Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint? 

Please Support  

Our Advertisers 

ALL MASSES AND DEVOTIONS 

HAVE BEEN CANCELED  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

ALL MASS INTENTIONS FROM 

APRIL 4 - MAY 3 WILL BE SAID 

BY THE PRESIDING PRIEST AS 

SCHEDULED. 


