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From The Temporary Administrator 
Every Empty Church is a Symbol of an Empty 

Tomb – Easter Message 
The Resurrection of Jesus and the empty tomb are inseparable. Jesus’ 
Resurrection from the dead has been the center of the Gospel message 
from the very beginning. However, unlike the Resurrection, the empty tomb does not do anything 
for us. But it does tell us something. It proclaims the Easter message that the grave could no long-
er hold Jesus. He is Risen! Alleluia!  
 

The empty tomb will always remain as a witness for our future generations. In the same way, our 
churches are empty these days across the globe because of the outbreak of the Coronavirus. No 
one could have imagined that we would celebrate Holy Week and Easter Sunday virtually. Each 
day the future seems cloudier. The virus has paralyzed the social and economic vitality of every 
country as well as many parts of the world. Every believer has been shattered as their worship 
places have been closed, especially the Christians all over the world who have been devastated 
as their churches closed during Lent and Easter. Every church looks like an empty tomb! Don’t 
you know that an empty tomb is a symbol of the Resurrection?  
 

All these church closures will hopefully provide motivation for a renewal of the domestic Church. I 
also hope that there will be a rebirth for a greater knowledge and love of the Church’s liturgy and 
the sacraments – especially the Eucharist.  
 

Thomas Merton says, “You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or exactly where it is 
all going. What you need is to recognize the possibilities and challenges offered by the present 
moment, and to embrace them with courage, faith and hope.”  
 

Yes, Merton is right. We need to understand that it is a time of faith and unity. We need to work 
together like never before in order to be people of the Resurrection. Our Easter celebrations may 
be different this year, but our faith, hope, and trust in the power of Jesus Christ’s death and Resur-
rection must shine brighter than ever. The spread of COVID 19 stopped almost everything. But it 
could not stop Easter. Indeed, we may celebrate the Resurrection a bit differently this year and 
perhaps we will celebrate the Joy of Easter at home. The empty churches remain as empty tombs, 
but the resurrected people are at home, the domestic Church.  
 

I believe because Jesus rose from the tomb, we have tremendous hope for today, tomorrow, and 
all eternity! I wish you all a happy and joyous Easter!  

      -Fr. Britto Suresh 

Trustee-Treasurer 
After prayerful consideration and consultation, 
I’ve nominated Mary Sue Taft to take the posi-
tion of Trustee-Secretary. This will be Mary 
Sue’s third two-year term. She has served our 
parish admirably in this position. 
 

Under state law, other parishioners can be 
nominated for this position. The nominee must 
be a practicing parish member and at least 25 
years of age. He/she must be nominated in 
writing by ten or more parish members. Addi-
tional nominations would be due in the Parish 
Office by noon on Monday, April 27.  
 

Should no other nominees be received by that 
time, my nominee will stand as elected. 
Should it be necessary to proceed to an elec-
tion, it shall be held on the weekend of May 
10. Thank you for your consideration. 

    -Fr. Britto Suresh, Temporary Administrator 

Attention St. Al’s Parishioners 
Our church is open to those who wish to come 
for personal prayer/adoration. 
 

One door (as you come, the farthest door to 
your left) in the main entrance will remain open 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. everyday, Monday 
through Sunday. 
 

Parish Ministry Center 

Closed  
As a result of Governor Evers “safer at home” 
order, the Parish Ministry Center is closed until 
further notice.  
 

Voicemail and email to the parish is still availa-
ble. You can leave a voicemail message, and 
someone will return your call. 
 

Communion Pyx 
If you have a Communion Pyx at home, we 
are asking that you drop it off at church so we 
can clean them before we return to church 
services. There will be a Communion basket 
marked “PYX FOR CLEANING” at the back of 
church where you would normally place a pyx. 
The church is open daily 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
for prayer. Please help us do our part, so we 
can have them ready when needed. 
 

Parish Auction - Postponed  
Due to the State of Wisconsin’s “safer at 
home” order, which will remain in effect until 
Friday, April 24, it is necessary to postpone 
our parish Auction, “Springtime in Paris.” We 
are working on a new date, which we will com-
municate as soon as we can. Please continue 
to support our parish Auction. Thank you! 

Come To Christ 
Life is perhaps God’s greatest gift to each of us. Without life, we would 
be unable to experience all the wonder of this world, the love of family 
and friends, and the joy that comes from using our talents and skills. 
Life itself is more profound a gift than we can even truly contemplate. 
 

On Easter, we celebrate life. For on this day, Jesus Christ conquered death and gave to us the 
chance for a life eternal. The wonder, love, and joy of this world does not have to end. Through a 
life in Jesus Christ, these emotions are heightened, and we find even greater fulfillment in this 
world. 
 

Maybe this Easter you are finding yourself open to taking a next step in your relationship with Je-
sus. This could be the moment you decide to follow Him more closely and take seriously all that he 
has given you. If so, welcome to the journey, where there are many other disciples on that same 
path who can help show you the way and share their stories. If not, hopefully it doesn’t take a 
whole year for this possibility to be considered again. Jesus is alive and waiting to get closer to 
you. May this Easter season find you and Our Lord getting to know one another in a whole new 
way. Happy Easter!     -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS           ©LPi 

 

St. Al’s Men’s Group 
There will be no meeting until further notice. 



Parish Giving Results 
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:  

July 1, 2019 through April 6, 2020 * 
This Past Weekend’s Contributions      $   34,513 
This Month’s Contributions (to date)     $   34,513   
Last Year Same Month Contributions   $   41,842 
  (to date)  
Budgeted Amount for April               $ 123,929 
  

*

For more detailed information on the Operations Budget 
and Balance Sheet, see the Monthly Financials at 
www.st-alphonsus.org/financecouncil.cfm. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of St. 
Alphonsus Parish. 
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Scripture Readings 
Readings for the week of April 12, 2020 
Sunday:  Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-
 17, 22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 
 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10 
Monday:  Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 
 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday:  Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 
 and 22 [5b]/Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 
 [3b]/Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday:  Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-
 9 [2ab]/Lk 24:35-48 
Friday:  Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4, 22-
 24, 25-27a [22]/Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday:  Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 
 16-18, 19-21 [21a]/Mk 16:9-15 
Next Sunday:Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-
 24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 

Observances for the week of April 12, 2020 
Sunday:  Easter Sunday 
Monday:  Monday within the Octave of Easter 
Tuesday:  Tuesday within the Octave of Easter 
Wednesday:  Wednesday within the Octave of 
 Easter 
Thursday:  Thursday within the Octave of Easter 
Friday:  Friday within the Octave of Easter 
Saturday:  Saturday within the Octave of Easter 
Next Sunday:2nd Sunday of Easter or Divine Mer-
 cy Sunday                                   ©LPi 
 

Question Of The Week 
Theme: Jesus’ resurrection - the heart of our 
faith, life, and journey. 
Question for Youth: Jesus’ closest friends 
had trouble believing that the tomb was emp-
ty. Resurrection is surprising. What does Je-
sus’ resurrection mean in your life? 
Question for Adults: Name one way or time 
when you experience the presence of the 
Risen Christ? Is it at meals? With those whom 
you love? At other times? 

An Easter Message From The Archbishop 

Ringing Bells In Celebration Of The Resurrection 

Sunday, April 12, at Noon 
All parishes and Catholic faithful within the Archdiocese of Milwaukee are invited and encouraged 
to participate in proclaiming the joy of the Resurrection by ringing bells this Easter Sunday. 
 

Don’t have bells? Want to participate from home? Church bells, school bells, handbells — whatev-
er you have to join us will work. We are suggesting one minute of ringing. With 193 parishes, 107 
schools and close to 600,000 Catholic faithful, our archdiocesan presence is strong within the com-
munities of southeastern Wisconsin. 
 

Through your celebrations of Easter, we ask that you also continue praying for the end of the Coro-
navirus pandemic and a return to health for our communities and for the world. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

How profoundly we have all experienced the desert of Lent, fasting from our everyday routines, praying for the recovery of 
our world, and giving in new ways to our loved ones and communities during this time of pandemic. How closely you have 
journeyed alongside Jesus on his way to Calvary, sacrificing your desires, preferences, schedules, energy, or even health, 
to respond to the call to love one another in service and charity. And, how keenly you have felt the agony of Good Friday 
and Holy Saturday, in which Mary and the Disciples mourned the loss of Jesus’ physical presence and experienced intense 
longing for His return.  
 

On the morning of the Resurrection, some women went to Jesus’ tomb to mourn a dead man. As I think about the state of 
our world right now, and the dramatic effects it has had on all of our lives, it appears that we, too, journey with the women to 
the tomb to mourn. With our churches standing empty this Easter, it appears that we have been defeated. But, my friends, 
hear the words spoken to the women by the angel who greeted them at the tomb, “Do not be afraid! I know that you are 
seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”  
 

The sign of the empty tomb is not a sign of destruction and failure. No; rather, it is the sign par excellence of our faith. St. 
Paul tells us that without the Resurrection, our faith is in vain – it would be meaningless. (1 Cor 15:14) The empty tomb is 
the physical reminder of the Resurrection and the evidence that our faith is not in vain. The empty tomb confirms that Jesus 
is God, that he has indeed risen from the dead, and that sin and death are conquered.  
 

While our churches are certainly not tombs, I ask you to consider how they are tremendous signs of faith in a world filled 
with fear. Our empty churches should remind us of the power of our faith, which is the power of the mercy and love of God. 
We may be physically distant from one another – and, how I long to see you at Mass – but we are not alone. Our God has 
come to save us. Jesus has truly risen and alive! He lives within us, for we are members of His Body, and he has not aban-
doned us.  
 

After seeing the empty tomb, the angel instructed the women to go tell the disciples that Jesus had risen from the dead. I 
invite you this Easter to consider how you will share that message of faith, hope and love with those in your lives who may 
need this message of hope. How will someone know that you have seen the empty tomb and that this joy may also be 
theirs? How will your interactions with others or decisions that you make reflect a heart that is full of gratitude and dedicated 
to service? How will your actions of self-sacrifice and self-denial be a witness to our community of your respect for life? How 
will you forgive others because you have experienced forgiveness and new life in the sacraments? How will your longings 
for heaven attract others to seek the kingdom of God before all else?  
 

Let this Easter be a time of renewal for your faith. See the sign of the empty tomb and rejoice in Christ’s victory over our sin 
and death. Resolve to return to him with your whole heart, trusting that he will provide for your every need. Live in the joy of 
the Resurrection and share that joy with those who have yet to experience it. I pray continually for all of you, that through 
this time of physical separation, your faith may be strengthened beyond measure and that your hearts may be opened to 
receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  
 

With Easter joy, I remain,  
Sincerely yours in Christ,  

 
 
 

Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki 



Please Support  

Our Advertisers 

 Tear Along Perforated Line 

ALL MASSES AND DEVOTIONS 

HAVE BEEN CANCELED  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

ALL MASS INTENTIONS FROM 

APRIL 4 - MAY 3 WILL BE SAID BY 

THE PRESIDING PRIEST AS 

SCHEDULED. 

Contacts 
Church Building 
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129 
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442 
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824   
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744 
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org 
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org 
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442 
Pastor, Rev. Aaron Esch………………………… fraaron@st-alphonsus.org 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Britto Suresh…….. .brittosuresh@st-alphonsus.org 

eileen@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org 
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Lobitz…………..lobitzj@st-alphonsus.org 

School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org 
Permanent Deacon, Ted Gurzynski……….theodore.gurzynski@gmail.com 
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com 

Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence 
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760 
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129 
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road 
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709 
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Denna Flemming…………………..430-1482 
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400 
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755 
Neighborhood Outreach Program……………………………………488-6500  
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400 
  

Prayer Network 
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please 
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks: 
St. Patrick (Holly)………………………………………………………282-0485 
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507 
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests. 
  
 

  
  

Eucharistic Celebrations 
Weekend……...Saturday 8:00 am 4:30 pm; Sunday 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am 
Weekday…………………………………………………………..See schedule 

Sacrament of Baptism 
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 8:30 am 3:30 pm or anytime by appointment.  

Anointing of the Sick 
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed 

New Membership 
Joining our parish community can be easily done at the Parish Ministry Cen-
ter, Mondays through Thursdays from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., or Fridays from 
8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. You can also register online at www.st-alphonsus.org. 
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Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint? 

To The Faithful Of The Archdiocese Of 

Milwaukee 
You are invited to join us for Holy Week and Easter Mass by viewing the 
Masses online or on TV. Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki will preside at 
Masses from Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Evangelist. Holy Week Masses will be broadcasted on 
Channels 18 and 24 (CW18/MY24) and Easter Mass will be broadcast-
ed on Channel 12 (WISN-TV). An additional Easter Sunday Mass in 
Spanish will be broadcasted on Channels 18 and 24. 
The schedule is as follows. 
 

CW18/MY24 
Sunday, April 5: Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion LIVE at 11 a.m.  
Thursday, April 9: Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper LIVE at 7 p.m. 
Friday, April 10: Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion LIVE at Noon 
Sunday, April 12: Easter Sunday LIVE in Spanish at 1 p.m. (Archbishop 
Listecki and Bishop James Schuerman presiding) 
 

WISN-TV 
Sunday, April 12: Easter Sunday LIVE at 11 am. 
 

All of the Masses will also be available online. Streaming will be live and 
links to the Masses can be found on www.archmil.org/Find-a-Mass.  

https://u6042383.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=YFK6kX5oty1UwZA0dOIoyqG-2F24rzRIOgK82sAEtGnQhzqZj8M8gEzTbfoqq-2BpXfGjW9iDyxQ-2F8EDGluVyL7RcVqEHtRvcJyxtqxLpBvFwz-2FIy94AmgrzVfC4lmpaoqeWrsiauFurGJZmel5QgCDRZcCd-2FQKgsW2rciFBzQeTJQs-3DJzdo_kfeSmbBKuAT5RPlehKyfDLRN

