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A l p h o n s u s

From The Pastor’s Desk
Every November, the parish focuses on the topic of stewardship. Each
parishioner is invited to prayerfully consider this question: How well am I
using the gifts God has given to me? Have I received those gifts gratefully? Do I use them wisely? Have I shared them generously? And, do I
return them with increase to the Lord? Take some time in the days to
come to reflect on these questions.
As we consider our stewardship of God’s gifts in relationship to St. Alphonsus Parish, I would
ask you to consider the following questions.
Am I faithful to prayer? Do I pray daily and attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days?
Prayer is the lifeblood of our parish. To accomplish our mission, we need your
prayers.
Have I offered my talents/skills/time at the service of the Church? We have dozens of
ministries and all of them would gladly welcome new participants. Is the Lord calling
you to assist?
From my own financial resources, do I generously support the material needs of the
Church? A parish is a family, and like every family, the parish has material needs.
We thrive when our family members each contribute to the mission.
There is no doubt in my mind that we have an amazing parish. Thank you for your fidelity and
generosity.
In particular, I ask that you prayerfully consider the request you will receive in the annual parish
stewardship mailing and take the time to complete the pledge card. Returning your pledge card
helps our Finance Council plan for the next fiscal year. I thank you in advance for your participation and your support.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

-Fr. Aaron J. Esch
Please remember to return your Capital Campaign
pledge cards.

Vocation Awareness Week
This week marks Vocation Awareness Week, when we pray in a particular way for vocations to
the priesthood and to the religious life. It’ll come as no surprise that the Church is in need of
vocations to the priesthood and to the religious life, but while numbers have declined, God is
still calling men and women to these important vocations. Each of us can help build up a culture
of vocations in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee through prayer, through our example of fidelity to
our own commitments and through encouraging young people to ask themselves what God
wants them to do with their lives.
The Vocations Office exists to help people to discern their call, especially focusing on the call to
diocesan priesthood. We have numerous events that we offer for various age groups to help in
that discernment. Some of our offerings include our annual summer camps – “Camp Jeremiah”
for junior high school boys and “Is it I, Lord?” for high school boys; discernment groups – the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Discernment Group for high school boys and the Sacred Heart of
Jesus Discernment Group for young adult men; and various activities throughout the course of
the year, like Ultimate Frisbee, Bowling Night, and Winter Baseball. Furthermore, the Vocations
Office makes visits to parishes and to schools to talk about vocations and helps welcome
groups to our own St. Francis de Sales Seminary for tours and events.
If you are interested in learning more about our work, check out our website:
www.thinkpriest.org, or the seminary website, www.sfs.edu. Please consider making a commitment to pray on a daily basis for vocations, especially through the intercession of St. Francis
de Sales!
Live Jesus!

-Fr. Peter Berger, Associate Director of Vocations, St. Francis de Sales Seminary

N o t e s
Countdown To The St.
Alphonsus Choir Christmas Concert
Be sure to mark your calendars for the 2018 St.
Alphonsus 19th Annual
Christmas Concert, Sunday, December 2, at
4:00 p.m. If you have never attended one in
the past, you are invited to come and enjoy a
fantastic afternoon of music of the season.

Interested In Becoming A Eucharistic Minister?
Anyone interested in becoming a Eucharistic
Minister is invited to a training session, date
TBD. If you would like to attend or would like
more information, please call 423-8300, and
ask for Deacon Jim Leggett.

Building And Grounds
The Building and Grounds Committee will
meet on the following dates. All former members and people newly interested in participating are encouraged to attend. If you have
questions, please contact Dave in the Parish
Office at 414-421-2442.
Thursday, November 15, 2018, at 7:00 p.m.,
in the Conference Room of the PMC
Tuesday, January 8, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., in
the Conference Room of the PMC
Tuesday, March 5, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., in the
Conference Room of the PMC
Tuesday, May 14, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., in the
Community Room
-Dave Tomasiewicz, Director of Operations

Hospitality Weekend
Next weekend, November
10/11, after all Masses, join
your fellow parishioners in the
Community Room, where the
Home and School Committee
will be your hosts for hospitality. Greet old friends and meet
new friends. Camaraderie and refreshments
await you after all Masses.

Advertiser of the Week
Wolf Electric LLC
262-224-7310
garrett@wolfelectricllc.com
www.wolfelectricllc.com
Garrett Wolf, Master Electrician

Stewardship: Time, Talent & Treasure
Parish Giving Results
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:
July 1, 2018 through October 29, 2018 *
This Past Weekend’s Contributions $ 31,718
(includes October ACH deposit)
This Month’s Contributions to date $ 115,035
Last Year Same Month Contributions $ 121,119
(to date)
Budgeted Amount for October
$ 120,623
*
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Giving Tree
The Giving Tree, a way to help children in need this holiday season,
will be placed in the church greeting area beginning November 17.
Simply choose a tag (or two) with a child's age and gender from the
tree, purchase a new gift, and place it-unwrapped-with the tag secured to the gift under the tree or in the designated box next to the
tree. Gifts will be collected through Sunday, December 15. Your generosity will help us put smiles on the faces of many boys and girls
this Christmas.

Saint John’s Bible
Clement Manor, 3939 S. 92nd Street, Greenfield, will host the fine art reproduction Heritage Edition of The Saint John’s Bible from now to November 15. The Bible will be available to view in its case as well as out of the case. Touching the pages and viewing the
beautiful calligraphy, illuminations and faith message is encouraged. More information is
available at clementmanor.com. ALL are welcome!

Laudato Si – “Praise Be To You,” From The Care
For Creation Committee
Pope Francis has challenged all of us to “replace consumption
with sacrifice, greed with generosity, wastefulness with a spirit of
sharing.” Each month for the next 11 months, the Care for Creation Committee will offer “One Simple Act“ suggestions to incorporate in our daily lives. Two weeks of doing something can make it
a habit.
From Pope Francis’ encyclical letter: “The urgent challenge to protect our common home
includes a concern to bring the whole human family together to seek a sustainable and
integral development, for we know that things can change.”
ONE SIMPLE ACT: BRING YOUR OWN “TO GO” BOXES WITH YOU. Bring your own
reusable container to take your leftovers home and avoid the use of single-use plastic or
Styrofoam containers.

Get Out And Vote
In Wisconsin, voting is a basic right, enshrined in our state constitution. Voting is also a solemn obligation of all faithful citizens charged with a responsibility for the
affairs of the community.
There are several powerful reasons for all of us to take the trouble to vote in the coming election.
For one thing, the vote is a powerful weapon for those who use it, and too many of us don’t bother to vote. Nationally, voter turnout will hover around fifty percent of
eligible voters. At such times, the half of the electorate that votes has in effect two votes, because their ballots will stand unchallenged by the fifty percent who don’t
vote. In other words, those who don’t vote cede their influence over the political process to those who do.
Moreover, voting is the best way we can reject and rebuff the efforts of those who seek to discourage voter turnout by financing, producing, and airing negative and
destructive campaign advertising. For decades, such advertising has become a staple of campaigns once campaign strategists discovered that throwing enough dirt at
a candidate would serve to lower voter enthusiasm and turnout. This is a cynical strategy. And it is no accident that this negativity has made voters themselves more
cynical. The best way to fight back against this odious approach to politics (besides using the mute button) is to vote in spite of such tactics.
As voters, we can also effect change by explaining why we are voting.
Voters can make it clear that we respond to messages that appeal to our hopes not our fears, that foster unity not division, that further the common good, not narrow
self-interest. We can tell candidates and special interest groups that we resent appeals to the “lesser angels of our nature.” Hopefully, they will get the message and
shift tactics, perhaps by airing ads that are informative and positive in tone.
Most important of all, we voters can remember that voting is only one act of citizenship. We have to stay involved between elections. Doing so is critical, because the
interests that bankroll campaigns will be sure to stay active themselves. Elected officials will be more inclined to stand up to these groups if they sense that average
citizens “have their back” when they do so.
Our Catholic teaching tells us that our rights are grounded in our responsibilities. Where politics and policy making are concerned our right to vote is grounded in our
responsibility to be active citizens who are informed, thoughtful, and vocal participants in the debates over laws and policies that govern all of us. We can’t live up to
that responsibility if our involvement consists of “tuning in” to our government just before the election and “tuning out” as soon as the votes are counted.
So be sure to vote on November 6. And then stay involved.
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P a s t o r a l

S h a r i n g s

Two words. . . Holy Spirit. This was the only prompt I would give the
students. They came into the Community Room Sunday night and began their class time with a “holy experiment.”
The Faith Formation classes for grades Sixth through Tenth this year
meet with their catechist and study the curriculum for the first part of
class. They then come together for community building and group activities. They may have a speaker that helps share with them how to live a
life that reflects Jesus; they may meet in their “prayer pods” and use
different forms of prayer to reflect on what is important in their lives at
the moment; they may work on a service project; or they might do a
“holy experiment.”
This previous class included the latter. Each table was given a small
cup of water, a napkin, and a packet of pepper. They were asked to
pour the pepper in the cup. I assured them that, no, they would not be
asked to drink it although there are always a few willing teenagers! They
were then asked to dip a finger in the “pepper water” and make an observation. Most came to the conclusion that the pepper stuck to their
fingers and continued to be floating in the water. They were then asked
to coat their finger in dish detergent and dip their finger again. Now the
pepper either sunk to the bottom or moved away from their finger to the
sides of the cup.
Here is where they were given the words, Holy Spirit. How could they
now look at this experiment in a new way by seeing it as a “holy experiment?” How could they think about the results in the context of the
grace we receive from the Holy Spirit? What did they think the pepper
might represent and what could the dish detergent mean?

never could have when I thought about what I would say were my own
thoughts about it. I heard many things like the pepper must be our sins
and the detergent on our fingers must be the Holy Spirit which cleans
them.
My interpretation for them was that the Holy Spirit is a teenager’s invisible guard (the detergent on their finger) against the pressures (the pepper) of their world. This grace is something they are able to have with
them at any moment when they are faced with the “pepper” of school,
social media, or peer pressure. This grace allows them to stand strong
against what they must face and what they must learn to guard themselves against in this world. I asked them to think of this each time they
do the dishes for their parents (yes. . . they laughed when I asked them
to agree that they all did this each day) and when they use pepper at
their next meal. This was meant to be a funny, little reminder in their
lives that the Holy Spirit is ever present and ever bestowing protection
and help in their teenage lives.
We are given this tremendous power that we, too, often forget is with
us! The Holy Spirit is a shield in our treacherous world. It is a strength
that we can harness in moments that are difficult. It is our “super power”
to walk out the front door each day and know that we are graced and
beloved; that we are guided in growing closer to God and can handle
what the day brings. So I pray that the next time we all wash our dishes
and dash pepper on our morning eggs, that we remember we are
graced by the Holy Spirit!
Only with God’s Grace,

The conversations that followed always remind me why I love to work
with teenagers! They are so clever and creative and think of things that I

Y o u t h
Calling All Girl Scouts In
The Archdiocese
Calling all Girl Scouts in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee: Join us for fun and a faith journey on
Saturday, November 17, at St. Alphonsus Parish
in Greendale, to kick start your journey in earning
your religious award from the Catholic Church.
Projects for levels from Daisy to Cadette! Time is
9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. For details, call Anne,
414-371-0443, or akerbe@wi.rr.com, or Jacquie,
414-517-5697, or jacgozzy1@gmail.com, or
check out the flyer at www.archmil.org/scouts.

&

-Julie Petri
Director of Religious Education

S c h o o l

N o t e s

School Scene
The 4th graders in Mrs. Gutche’s class just finished a comprehensive study on characters! We
learned about character traits, how to find and recognize evidence to support those traits, how
characters are complex, what their desires are and obstacles that get in their way, and how
characters change. We took a fun, in-depth, and interactive look at how characters change by
working in small groups. Each group read a different book and then worked together to draw and
write about their character at the beginning, middle, and end of the story. This showed us how
that character changed. In the pictures, you will see a few of the groups reading together, as
well as their finished products!

Question Of The Week
Theme: Live the First Commandment.
Question for Youth: What do you think Jesus meant when he said to the scribe, “You
are not far from the reign of God”?
Question for Adults: When you heard the
Greatest and New Commandments, which
one should you improve on in your own life?

Les Miserables
Please join in, as students from several area schools, including Divine Savior Holy
Angels and Marquette High, come together to deliver a spectacular production of
one of the greatest musicals of all time – Les Miserables.
Performance times: 2:00 p.m., November 4; 7:00 p.m., November 9-10; 2:00 p.m., November 11
Tickets are on sale now at: dsha.info/tickets. DSHA Hansen Theatre, 4257 N. 100th Street,
Milwaukee.

F o c u s

o n

Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of November 4, 2018
Sunday:

Dt 6:2-6/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/Heb
7:23-28/Mk 12:28b-34
Monday:
Phil 2:1-4/Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3/Lk 14:12-14
Tuesday:
Phil 2:5-11/Ps 22:26b-27, 28-30ab, 30e, 3132 [26a]/Lk 14:15-24
Wednesday: Phil 2:12-18/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Lk 14:
25-33
Thursday: Phil 3:3-8a/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [3b]/Lk 15:
1-10
Friday:
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9[5]/1
Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22
Saturday: Phil 4:10-19/Ps 112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a and 9/Lk
16:9-15
Next Sunday:1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/
Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44

Observances for the Week of November 4, 2018
Sunday:

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time; National
Vocation Awareness Week; Daylight Saving
Time ends

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Saturday: St. Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor of the
Church
Next Sunday:32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time; Veterans
Day
LPi

W h a t ’ s

t h e

W o r d
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Prayer for Faithful Citizenship
Gracious and loving God,
Let your Spirit be with us today.
Hear our prayers, and increase in us the will to follow your Son Jesus.
Help us to draw on the resources of our faith, as we use the opportunities of our democracy
to shape a society more respectful of the life, dignity, and rights of the human person, especially
the poor and vulnerable.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
© 2007-2008 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Election Prayer
0 God, we acknowledge you today as Lord, not only of individuals, but of nations and governments.
We thank you for the privilege of being able to organize ourselves politically and of knowing that political loyalty
does not have to mean disloyalty to you.
We thank you for your law, which our Founding Fathers acknowledged and recognized as higher than any
human law.
We thank you for the opportunity that this election year puts before us, to exercise our solemn duty not only to
vote, but to influence countless others to vote, and to vote correctly.
Lord, we pray that your people may be awakened.
Let them realize that while politics is not their salvation, their response to you requires that they be politically
active.
Awaken your people to know that they are not called to be a sect fleeing the world, but rather a community of
faith renewing the world.
Awaken them that the same hands lifted up to you in prayer are the hands that pull the lever in the voting booth;
That the same eyes that read your Word are the eyes that read the names on the ballot, and that they do not
cease to be Christians when they enter the voting booth,
Awaken your people to a commitment to justice, to the sanctity of marriage and the family, to the dignity of each
individual human life, and to the truth that human rights begin when human lives begin, and not one moment
later.
Lord, we rejoice today that we are citizens of your kingdom.
May that make us all the more committed to being faithful citizens on earth.
·
.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
-By Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director, Priests For Life—ElectionPrayer,com

H a p p e n i n g

Tuesday, November 6, 9:00-10:30 a.m.
“Milwaukee: City of Neighborhoods”

with John Gurda, Ph.D.
St. Alphonsus Community Room
Geography matters in Milwaukee. From the very beginning, rivers and railroads
divided the city into distinct “Sides” — North, South, East, West. Within those districts, dozens of smaller communities developed. The result is a mosaic of smallscale hometowns that make the city both intelligible and approachable. Join John
Gurda for a lively look at the patterns that have made Milwaukee preeminently a
city of neighborhoods.

John Gurda is a Milwaukee-born writer and historian, author of 22 books, lecturer, tour guide, and
local history columnist for the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

Hospitality Provided by Harbour Village Staff. Freewill offering. To register, call 421-2442,
X-225.

Parish Library Open House And Fundraiser
Come to the Parish Library the weekend of November 10 and 11 and see what’s new!
Library Renovation Committee members will be present after all Masses to greet you, answer
questions about the parish library, and explain how you can help the library going forward.
Look at the Open House library display to see what book or media item you might want to sponsor
by making a donation, writing a check, or ordering yourself. Your donation will be acknowledged by
a bookplate in the book or media item you have sponsored.
-The Library Renovation Committee

National Vocation
Awareness Week
November 4-10, 2018
As Catholics, we firmly believe that God
has a plan for our lives! He calls some to
marriage, some to the priesthood, and
others to religious life. Some remain as
generous single people. Fully living our
own vocations - and teaching young people how to discern God's call - is a serious
duty, but also a joyful one. Today begins
National Vocation Awareness Week. During this week, please pray for vocations,
and pray about how God is calling you to
live your vocation more deeply. Encourage
the young people in your life-children,
grandchildren, students and friends-to be
open if God calls them to the priesthood or
religious life. For more information about
vocation events or discernment resources,
visit thinkpriest.org, or contact the Vocation Office at vocationoffice@sfs.edu.
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St. Alphonsus Directory and Calendars

Contacts

Mass Intentions

Church Building
6060 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
Parish Ministry Center & Christian Formation Office…….414-421-2442
5960 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129-1824
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-421-8744
E-mail…………………………………………………..stals@st-alphonsus.org
Website………………………………………………….www.st-alphonsus.org
Pastoral Staff…………………………………………………….414-421-2442
Pastor, Rev. Aaron Esch………………………… fraaron@st-alphonsus.org
Associate Pastor, Rev. Britto Suresh…….. .brittosuresh@st-alphonsus.org
eileen@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Finance, Kathy Jaeckels………………kathyj@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Operations, Dave Tomasiewicz………..dave@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Liturgy & Music, Terry Piontkowski ……terry@st-alphonsus.org
Director of Christian Formation, Julie Petri………....julie@st-alphonsus.org
Sacrament Coordinator, Kathy Monacelli……… kathym@st-alphonsus.org
Coor. Confirmation & Outreach, Carol Fischer….. .carol@st-alphonsus.org
School Principal, Mary Stallmann…………………. mary@st-alphonsus.org
Permanent Deacon, Ted Gurzynski……...theodore.gurzynski@gmail.com
Permanent Deacon, James Leggett..jleggettfarmersinsurance@gmail.com
Rev. Walter Vogel………………………………………….Priest In Residence
School Offices…………………………………………………..414-421-1760
6000 West Loomis Road • Greendale, WI 53129
School & Gym Entrances…………………………...6080 West Loomis Road
Fax…………………………………………………………………414-433-0709
Pastoral Council Chairperson, Denna Flemming…………………..430-1482
Parish Trustee, Mary Sue Taft……………………………………….425-6400
Parish Trustee, Robert Lange………………………………………..940-2755
Southwest Interfaith Outreach to Older Adults
Director, Diane May………………………………………………...421-3678
Emergency Food Pantry……………………………………………...514-4400

Saturday, November • 3 Weekday
4:30 pm † Anne & Michael Doherty (Family)
Sunday, November • 4 Thirty-First Sunday In Ordinary Time
‘
7:30 am † Judy & Wally DePatie (Missurelli Family)
9:00 am
For the Parishioners
† Theresa Wesolowski (Ralph Wesolowski)
58th Wedding Anniversary Blessing-Ted & Bernie Knier
11:00 am † Riana Sweet (Ken Sweet)
4:00 pm
Service Of Remembrance
Monday, November • 5 Weekday
7:00 am † Eugene Kramer (Bronk Family)
Tuesday, November • 6 Weekday
7:00 am † Don Wicihowski (Jerry & Kathy Wicihowski)
6:30 pm
Rosary-Devotions in the Chapel
Wednesday, November • 7 Weekday
8:00 am † Matt & Mary Mascari (Frances Biedrzycki)
(All School)
Thursday, November • 8 Weekday
7:00 am † Helen Mayer (Ted & Kathy Gurzynski)
4:30 pm
Eucharistic Adoration In Chapel
Friday, November • 9 The Dedication Of The Lateran Basilica
7:00 am † Anne & Michael Doherty (Family)
Saturday, November • 10 St. Leo The Great
8:00 am † Mary Flayter (Flayter Family)
8:30 am
Confessions
3:30 pm
Confessions
4:30 pm † Michael Parajecki (Wife, Lillian, Tom & Sandy Meier)
Sunday, November • 11 Thirty-Second Sunday In Ordinary Time
7:30 am † Deceased Members Of The Benkowski Family (Family)
9:00 am
For the Parishioners
† Beatrice Bartow (Family & Friends)
11:00 am † Pat Schachte (Eileen & Family)

Prayer Network
If you have a Special Intention for which you would like prayers, please
call one of the St. Alphonsus Prayer Networks:
St. Patrick (Rosemary)………………………………………………..421-2548
St. Ann (Geri)…………………………………………………………..281-4507
The networks are confidential; please feel free to contact them with your requests.
Do you know that St. Peregrine is the cancer saint?

Eucharistic Celebrations
Weekend……...Saturday 8:00 am 4:30 pm; Sunday 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 am
Weekday…………………………………………………………..See schedule

Sacrament of Baptism
For Baptismal arrangements, call the Parish Office, 421-2442.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 8:30 am 3:30 pm or anytime by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick
Please contact the parish office to make an appointment to be anointed

New Membership
Joining our parish community can be easily done at the Parish Ministry Center, Mondays through Thursdays from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., or Fridays from
8:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. You can also register online at www.st-alphonsus.org.

Baptisms

Baptisms

This Week
Sunday, November 4, 2018
10:15 am Christian Formation Gr. 5K-5
Monday, November 5, 2018
7:00 pm Sunday Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm AA Reality Support Group
Tuesday, November 6, 2018
9:00 am ALP Program-John Gurda
9:30 am Small Faith Community
7:00 pm Recovery (Mental Health Support Group)
Wednesday, November 7, 2018
9:30 am Small Faith Community
6:00 pm Christian Formation Gr. 1-5
7:00 pm Saturday Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Small Faith Community
7:00 pm RCIA
Thursday, November 8, 2018
6:15 pm Lector Practice
7:00 pm Pastoral Council Meeting
7:00 pm Handbell Practice
7:00 pm Adult Confirmation Program
Saturday, November 10, 2018
8:30 am Instrumental Rehearsal
12:00 pm Sacrament Program-Parent Class
12:00 pm Afternoon Reflection
12:00 pm Sacrament Program-Jesus Day
Hospitality After Mass
Sunday, November 11, 2018
Hospitality After All Masses
9&11:00 am Children’s Liturgy Of The Word
9:30 am RCIA
10:15 am Christian Formation Gr. 5K-5
6:30 pm Christian Formation-Confirmation Class
6:30 pm Christian Formation Gr. 6-10
7:00 pm Men’s Basketball

Tear Along Perforated Line

School
Church
PMC/P-105
Community Room
PMC/P-101
PMC/P-103
PMC/P-101
School
Church
Parish House Meeting Room
PMC/P-101
Church
PMC/P-104
Fr. Alan Meeting Room
PMC/P-101

Church
School
Chapel
Community Room
Community Room
Community Room
Chapel
PMC/P-101
School
PMC
School
Spangler Hall

