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From the Pastorõs Desk 
I hope all those who have been sharing their time and talent with 
our parish will join us for an appreciation gathering this Sunday 
afternoon, 4:00-6:00 p.m. Please bring a dish to pass (salad, des-
sert, hot item). This will be a good time to get to visit with all those 
who are involved in the various ministries of our parish. 
 

Thanks to all who worked so hard to make the welcome liturgy for Archbishop Listecki so wel-
coming and prayerful. Thanks to all involved in the liturgy and all those who worked behind the 
scenes for the reception and priestsô gathering. Let us continue to pray for the Archbishop as he 
starts his ministry among us, that we might learn from him and he from us. 
 

This Wednesday is the feast day honoring St. Blaise. We will offer the traditional blessing of the 
throats after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. This custom dates back centuries, and it reminds us that our 
faith is connected with the everydayness of life. We pray that God, through the intercession of St. 
Blaise, the bishop and martyr, will protect us from all illness of the throat. 
 

Please keep in your prayers those who are preparing to become Catholic at the Easter Vigil, as 
well as those who are leading their formation process. Along with the baptisms we witness so 
regularly, these are clear signs that our parish is growing and vibrant. Please keep praying for 
those preparing for First Communion. This is such a special time for them. Also, keep in your 
prayers those preparing for marriage this season. 
 

I see that there are more names being added to our prayer list published in the bulletin. This is a 
great opportunity to let all of us know who is in need of healing prayers. 
 

Our parish auction dinner is scheduled for April 30. While that seems far off, it will be here before 
we know it. This yearôs theme is, ñThe Wizard of Oz.ò So many people are working tirelessly 
behind the scenes to make this event a fun-filled gala. Mark your calendars now so you can join 
us. It will be an exciting evening with good food and fellowship and a chance to take home great 
prizes. The cost is $55. This is a good value, since it includes appetizers, a great four-course 
meal, dessert, wine, coffee, etc., etc., etc. Think of it as an investment in your well-being (we all 
need a little fun), and, of course, it is the main parish fund (fun) raiser. We depend on this event 
to help provide the funds to continue our many ministries. Please join us. More information re-
garding reservations will be available soon. 
 

I continue to be grateful for your parish support as well as your efforts to fulfill your pledges to the 
Faith in Our Future campaign. As you might have noticed, our parish support has declined the 
last two weekends. Your continued support is essential if our parish is to remain strong. 
 

Thanks to all who so generously contributed to the Haiti Relief collection. May God bless you for 
your care of those in such severe need. 
 

I hope you have a great week. 

-  Fr. Alan 
 

Strengthening Your Marriage ñ Enriching Your Life 
A Fun and Relaxing Night for ALL couples! 
 

Friday, February 12, 2010, 7:00-9:00 p.m.  

St. Martin of Tours Narthex,  

7963 S. 116th Street, Franklin 

Cost: $15.00 per Couple 
Childcare provided 

Directions on www.stmoftours.org 

 

A Collaborative Event with St. Alphonsus, St. Mary-Hales 

Corners and St. Martin of Tours Parishes 

Contact Dave Baudry at 425-1114 by February 4, to register 

Please Return Any Pyx 
Please return all pyx not currently being used 
by parishioners who are taking the Eucharist 
to shut-ins. If you have two or 
more, please return them so 
that another individual will have 
the opportunity to receive com-
munion on the weekend. 
 

Sharing Sunday 
Sharing Sunday is next Sunday, February 7. 
This is an on-going parish opportunity to pro-
vide food for some of the most often used food 
pantries in Milwaukee. You are asked to bring 
non-perishable food items or monetary offer-
ings to the drop-off area at the Loomis Road 
entrance to the church. Your offerings will go 
directly to those in need. 
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é..who are in special need of Godôs healing 
grace. 

   

To add your name to the REMEMBER TO 
PRAY FOR list, please complete a ñprayer 
authorization form,ò available in the Commu-
nity Room, at the Parish Office or on the par-
ish web site under ñforms.ò  

I have enjoyed being able to join families of 
our parish for supper. These pastoral visits 
have been delightful and helpful. I hope 
that you might consider extending an invi-
tation, so I can visit your home and get to 
know you a bit better as we share a meal. 
Please give me a call at 421-2442 to make 
the arrangements. I look forward to hearing 
from you.     - Fr. Alan 



Stewardsh ip :  T ime ,  Ta len t  &  Treasure 3 

A Stewardship Moment 
Here we are . . . one month already gone in 2010! What did you resolve to change this year? 
Stewardship calls us to change the way we think about who we are and what we possess. 
What changes in your life is God calling you to? Is it maybe to spend more time in prayer; are 
you feeling a need to share a more generous portion of your financial blessings; or maybe you 
sense a desire to respond to a particular call to use your gifts in the service of others? 
 

Please Help! 
The Cookbook Committee is desperately in need of your recipes for the 
Food For The Soul cookbook, scheduled to become available in Septem-
ber of this year. The response has not been as great as they anticipated, 
and without your delicious recipes, there can be no cookbook.  
  
Please help them by submitting your favorite recipes to the School Office, 
the Christian Formation Office or the Parish Office as soon as possible. 
You can also send them to Cassie Fennig, 5236 Lynn Road, Greendale, 
WI 53129 cassie.fennig@earthlink.net or Kate Smrz, 4855 Squire Drive, 

Greendale, WI 53129 kjsmrz@sbcglobal.net. All entries must be collected by March 31. Thank 
you for your help. This is a wonderful way to share the delicious meals you make.    
 

We Need Your Brown Paper Bags 
We are constantly in need of brown paper grocery bags for Hope House. Please 
ask for your groceries in paper and place them in the large box in the coat room 
so that they can be delivered where needed. Thank you in advance.    
    ð Carol Fischer 
 

Treasure ChestñMt. Carmel Bingo 
The next session of Bingo at Mt. Carmel is Saturday, February 6, at 
1:45 p.m. until approximately 2:45 p.m. Any help you can give will be very 
much appreciated ð donating prizes, assisting at the game, etc. Prizes can 
be dropped off at the Treasure Chest, located in the Gathering area near the 
entrance to the school. Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 
Questions? Please call Darla (282-1872) or Meredith (235-9175). 

St. Alphonsus Parish 

Council Agenda  
Thursday, February 4, 2010, 7:00 p.m. 

1. Opening Prayer 
2. Approval of January 2010 Meeting Minutes 
3. Pastorôs Remarks 
4. February Invited Guest: Ad Hoc Multi-
 Purpose Room Committee 
5. Monthly Financial Statement 
6. Old Business 
7. New Business 
8. Committee Updates 
 a. School 
 b. Christian Formation 
 c. Finance 

REMINDER:  Finance's budget meet-
ing is on Common Meeting Night 

 d. Personnel 
 e. Buildings & Grounds 
 f. Human Concerns 
 g. Liturgy 
 h. Home and School 
 i. Athletics 

 9.   Closing Prayer 

Parish Giving Results 
Envelope and Offertory Contributions:  
July 1, 2009 through January 25, 2010 * 

This Weekôs Contributions ............ $18,969.33 
Same Week Last Year .................. $34,989.02 
 ************************************************** 
Budgeted This Year to Date** ..... $842,805.95 
Received This Year to Date ........ $861,387.38 
Over (Under) Budget .....2.2% or  $  18,581.43       
 
Total Received Last Fiscal YTD .. $841,376.57 
Over (Under) Last Year . 2.4% or $  20,010.81       
 
*Our parishôs fiscal year runs from July 1, 2009, to June 
30, 2010. 
 
**The total Fiscal Year contributions needed from envelopes 
and offertory collections to support parish operating ex-
penses are $1,385,000. 
 
Haiti Relief Weekend Collection 
St. Alphonsus Second Collection ...............     $13,038.87 
Checks directly to Archdiocese  
      Organizations .................................................1,220.00 
Youth Ministry ñHouses For Haitiò Collection ......... 362.68 
Grand Total ..................................................... $14,621.55 

Thanks to all who have contributed to the 
relief efforts in Haiti. This is a wonderful 
response. 
 

As you might notice, our church support has 
declined significantly the last two week-
ends. Your parish depends on your contin-
ued support. 

Question & Answer 
 A special blessing of throats occurs on the feast of St. Blaise, 

 February 3. What is the origin of this? 
 

 St. Blaise, Biagio in Italian, Blasco or Blas in Spanish, was a 
 bishop of Sebaste, Armenia, in modern Turkey, who was  
 martyred for witnessing to the faith. He was tortured and be
 headed for his beliefs by the local Roman governor around 

 AD316. This is all that is known about him, the rest being leg
 end. We know much more about devotion to and the popular-
 ity of St. Blaise than historical facts. 
 

The special blessing of throats associated with St. Blaise is due to a miracle attributed to him. 
While in prison, he miraculously saved a boy choking on a fish bone. Early in the sixth century, 
evidence exists in the Eastern Church that Blaise was prayed to for aliments of the throat. To 
this day, his feast is a holy day in the Eastern Church. In the ninth century, veneration of St. 
Blaise came to the Western church and became very popular. Blessing of the throats with 
crossed candles began in the 1500s, the height of devotion to St. Blaise, and that blessing is 
still part of the devotion of the Catholic Church. 
 

No matter what the facts are, St. Blaise is a constant reminder to us of God's care and concern 
for us in our weakness, sickness, and limited human existence. God's healing touch is with us 
always. St. Blaise's celebration is one of the ways in which we highlight and thank God for that 
care and concern.   (c)2006 Liturgical Publications Inc, New Berlin, WI 53151 

 St Blaise 
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Come On Down 

And Support St. 

Alphonsus Cougars 
Here are some home basketball game dates: 
Sunday, January 31st 
7th Grade Boys  
St. Alphonsus v. St. Matthias           3:30pm 
7th Grade Boys 
St. Alphonsus (Gold) v. St. Roman             4:30pm 
8th Grade Boys 
St. Alphonsus v. St. Roman                 5:30pm 
Saturday, February 6th 
6th Grade Boys 
St. Alphonsus v. Holy Apostles (Gray)        9:00am 
6th Grade Girls 
St. Alphonsus v. St. Matthias (White)        10:00am 
5th Grade Boys   
St. Alphonsus (Blue) v. St. Mary (Blue)     11:00am 
Sunday, February 7th 
8th Grade Boys   
St. Alphonsus v. St. Mary-Hales Corners  12:00pm 
8th Grade Boys 
St. Alphonsus v. Holy Apostles                   1:00pm 
7th Grade Boys 
St. Alphonsus (Blue) v. St. Leonard            2:00pm 
 

The St. Alphonsus track season is almost here. 
Track is for 5th-8th grade boys and girls who are 
students at St. Alphonsus or are students in the 
Christian Formation program. The cost is $30, 
and the season runs from April to May. Registra-
tion is underway and ends February 1. Late sign-
up is until February 15, with a late sign-up fee 
totaling $80. For more information, contact Steve 

Guendel at sguendel@wi.rr.com. 

St. Alphonsus School Registration for the 2010-2011 

School Year 
We are accepting registrations for our Grades 3K through 8.  Packets of registration forms and 
information may be picked up in the School Office between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. any school 
day.  Use the courtyard entrance to reach the school office.  Items needed to complete registration 
for each child are: 
 

 1. Original Birth Certificate (to be returned) 
 2. Copy of Baptismal Certificate (to be kept on file at school) 
 3. Health and Immunization Records 
 4. Registration Fee of $50 and Materials Fee of $250 
 5. Most recent report card for students entering Grades 1 - 8 
 6. Copy of Court Order/Divorce Decree (if applicable) for school records 
 

School Scoop 
Our 8th grade teams did very well in this yearôs Future City competition. The Pelos Rios team:  
Negassi Tesfamichael, Jonathan Stowe, Joe Maciejewski, and Adam Hoefs earned the 2nd place 
Overall Award and Best Transportation Award. The Vie Souetant teamðKacee Ochalek, Kirsten 
Bielinski, Rachael Glover, Cristina Colton, Alex Rendon, and Brad Guendel received two special 
awards: Exemplary Model and Peer Award. We are very proud of our teams and thank them, their 
teachers, and their engineers for all their hard work.  
 

Our Open House was busy with new 3K, 4K, 5K and various other grade level families. It is good to 
see such a positive response from new families. If you know of other families seeking a strong aca-
demic and spiritual environment for their children, please send them over to the School Office. Indi-
vidual tours are available.  
 

I would like to welcome Kayde Thiele to our fourth grade. His parents are Dave and Marita Thiele, 
who are parish members and live in Franklin.  
 

Casino Night is coming! Please plan to join our happy group on Friday, February 5 starting at 6:30 
p.m. The registration form is available in our School Office. It is a fun-filled night of games and 
great food. This fund-raiser helps to offset tuition costs as well as build community spirit. Hope to 
see you there!     - Mrs. Wadzinski, Principal 

Did We Confuse You? 
Now that the dust has settled on our Parish Annual Appeal and Faith In Our 
Future Campaign, I thought a little clarification is needed. 
 

First of all, we want to thank all of you who kindly returned a pledge card for 
both campaigns.  
 

As you know, the annual appeal payments on your pledge pay to keep the 
parish doors open and the many ministries of the parish alive on a year-to-
year basis. These pledges are the main ingredient for the parish to deter-
mine its yearly allowable expenditures. Just as the parish has to trust these 
pledges will be honored, in the same way, the parish asks you to trust your 
gifts will be used in the most appropriate way possible. 
 

As far as the Faith In Our Future Campaign goes, this appeal is a three-
year pledge beginning January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2012. The 
intent of this appeal is to address the following long-term needs of your 
parish:  $750,000 for Debt Reduction, $300,000 for building improvements 
and major replacements, and $300,000 for faith formation and education 
programs. 
 

Faith In Our Future is entirely run through the Archdiocese in which it manages 
all the detail of what a St. Alphonsus parishioner pledged and the recording of 
all the donations made on that pledge. We have sent all the pledge cards you 
returned to the parish to the Archdiocese for that purpose.  
 

 
Once donations come to the Faith In Our Future Trust, the Archdiocese 
records the gift on the individual accounts. Once a month, the Faith In Our 
Future Trust transfers 100% of all the donations received by them from you 
to a special bank account of the parish. Once the parish receives these 
donations from the Trust, it restricts those gifts according to the intent listed 
above. Again, just as the parish trusts oneôs pledge will be honored, it is 
asking for additional trust from you that the monies received will be used for 
the intended purposes mentioned. 
 

Lastly, the parish will not be reporting to individuals their donations to the 
Faith In Our Future appeal on our statements, but the Trust will directly 
report that to individuals. If you made a donation in 2009 to Faith In Our 
Future and need to receive a receipt or statement, please call the Faith In 
Our Future Office at the Archdiocese at 414-769-3457 or 3321 or 3323. 
 

Please know if you ever need to ask any questions regarding your gift to the 
parish, you are always welcome to call the parish office and I am sure we 
can be of help. 
 

Thank you for taking time to read my epistle and, hopefully, Iôve answered 
some of those questions you wanted to ask, without adding to the confusion. 
 

   Jim Deysach  
   Director of Administration  



Scripture Readings 
Readings for the Week of January 31, 2010 
Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31---
  13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30 
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Mk 
  5:1-20 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-
  40 or 2:22-32 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/1 Cor 15:1-11 or 
  15:3-8, 11/Lk 5:1-11 
©Liturgical Publications Inc 
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Cycles of Faith 
Did you tune out the second reading from Paul's First Letter to the Corin-
thians today? If you have been to a lot of weddings, it is likely that you've 
heard this paean to love at most of them. It's a favorite that gets chosen 
again and again. And because of that, the very familiarity of the words can lose their meaning. 
"Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous. it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is 
not quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury.ò ñOh, yeah, I know that one; I've heard it all 
before. No need to listen." 
 

Because of the context in which so often we hear those words (a marriage celebration) we some-
times miss what Paul is really trying to convey. The Corinthians were disputing among them-
selves what the better gifts of the Spirit were and who had the greater ones. Paul takes them to 
task, rather harshly, by telling them that all the prophecies and sacrifices are nothing compared 
to love.  
 

We can feel righteous about many things, and our sense of justice can breed high expectations 
about equitable treatment and our rights in the world. We expect our "fair share" all the way 
around. Sometimes our "gift" turns out to be one of self-justification. 
 

Paul turns those expectations on their head. His proclamation that love is the way suddenly put 
us in a different position. Love does not seek its own interests and it does not brood over injuries. 
These are not easy things to put into practice, but it is what is asked of us as believers in Christ. 
Maybe that's really why we tune out these words sometimes, because they are not easy to put 
into practice. But love is the essence of our faith-love of God, and love for one another. 
©2009 Liturgical Publications Inc. 

Attention Seniors 
All seniors are invited to the 
Senior Meal Program at St. 
Alphonsus School every 
Wednesday (when school is 
in session) at 12:15 p.m. You 
must make a reservation by 
9:30 a.m. on the Wednesday 
you would like to participate. Enjoy good food 
and fellowship at St. Alôs. The cost is $2.25. Feb-
ruary lunches feature: 
 
Feb. 3ñTurkey w/gravy, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, fruit, choice of milk 
Feb. 10ñChili, crackers/cheese, lettuce salad w/
dressing, yogurt, choice of milk 
Feb. 17ñAsh WednesdayñPizza Dipper w/
sauce, potato, vegetable, fruit, choice of milk 
Feb.  24ðSalisbury Steak w/gravy, mashed 
potatoes, broccoli, Trail Mix, choice of milk 
 

Please call 421-1830 after 9:00 a.m., to make 
your reservation. 
 

Nursery Update 
The remaining classes which 
match up with the Sunday 
School schedule are: February 
7, February 14, February 21, 
March 7, March 14, March 21, 
and March 28 (FINAL CLASS).  

SeniorsñSAGEñInvites You to Join Them . . .  
. . . . . on Wednesday, February 10, for: 
11:10 a.m. Rosary in Chapel 
11:30 a.m. Liturgy in Chapel 
12:00 p.m. Lunch in Community Room 
       Menu: Chicken Tetrazini, Tossed Salad, Dessert & Beverage Cost: $4.00 
12:45 p.m. Meeting in Community Room 
  1:00 p.m. Program:  Antique Valentines ð lecture, slide presentation and 
display of antique valentines, covering the history of St. Valentine to the present 
and focusing on handmade Valentines from history. Presenter is Beverly Fay, 
member of the National Valentine Collectors Association. 
    

Please make reservations by 12 Noon on Monday, February 8. Call Rosemary at 421-2548. 
 

Dead Sea Scrolls 101: An Evening Of Introduction 
Come to a free lecture at Mount Mary College, 2900 N. Menomonee River Parkway 
in Milwaukee, on Thursday, February 4, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Helfaer Hall on Mt. Maryôs 
campus. It is free and open to the public. Registration is not required. For informa-
tion, visit http://www.mtmary.edu/index.htm, call 258-4810 (Ext. 417) or email 
leschc@mtmary.edu. 
 

Casino Night Is Coming 
Friday, February 5ðjust one week away! If you havenôt joined us in the past, check 
out what we have in store for this really fun evening: Blackjack, Texas Holdôem, 
Craps and wine paddle raffles; all the wonderful food school families donateðcome 
hungry and enjoy; beer, wine and soda; have fun with friends and make new ones; 
awesome raffle prizes. You cannot beat the entertainment and fun for just $35 ($25 
for seniors) per person. A registration form can be found at www.st-alphonsus.org. 

 
CASINO NIGHT DEALERS WANTED! If you are interested in being a volun-
teer dealer at our Casino Night, please contact Ann at 427-8856. 

Question of the Week 
Theme: Jesus' words and love are for everyone!  

Question for Youth: Who are the people in 

your life who mean the most to you? How do you 
show them how important they are to you?  

Question for Adults: What is a way you show 

members of your family your love for them?  


